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LEARNING ACHIEVING & WORKING TOGETHER

Welcome to the January edition of our school newsletter, giving you an
insight into some of the highlights from a very busy and successful term.
I would like to thank the following pupils for researching, interviewing
and writing all the content for the newsletter:
Kirstie Downs, Emma Crawford, Shannon Barr, Hayley Ordish, Alyssa
Ball, Sophie Munn, Sophie Dunn, Leyla Sebbane, and Amber Grievson.
2019 was a very rewarding year for the school. We continue to go from
strength to strength based on the hard work of our pupils, staff, parents
and partners. I appreciate the efforts of all involved with Renfrew High School and would like
to take this opportunity to wish you a great year ahead in 2020.
Best wishes

Billy Burke
Head Teacher

Pupil Leadership
The last term was a very busy one, with us working together to achieve the change and
growth we wish to see in our school. Through food bank donations, Pupil Council meetings
and REN Talks, we have worked hard to support and grow our school community with the
support of staff but most importantly, each other. Despite needing to do the dreaded
tannoys, we remain proud of the position we are in and excited for what we aim to achieve
as a leadership team at school this term!
Ewan, Rebecca and Caitlin
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Renfrew High return to Malawi
In June of 2019, Miss Ferrier and Miss Martin took 12 pupils over to Malawi to help with
renovations. At the time it was their winter season, but it was still warmer than our summer
time. It took a lot of fundraising by pupils to be able to go to Malawi and afford the supplies
for renovation. There are many fundraising activities that take place, like coffee mornings,
the Spring Fair, etc. Malawi was chosen as there is a big connection between them and our
country.
To get there, it took everyone 24 hours (4 planes). When they arrived, many pupils were
shocked and surprised at the difference between their home and Malawi.
“Malawi is one of the poorest countries, but it’s also one of the happiest and safest,”
Mrs Ferrier
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Malawi - The Renovations
3 blocks of classrooms were painted; inside and out. During the renovations the children
were taught outside under a tree, but some watched the painting happen. It took between 6
and 7 days, but there were breaks and things like safari trips in between. A lot of the Malawi
children also played football.
There were no desks at the classes and around 50 pupils. Staff and pupils would wake up at
around 4am to make sure that they could do things like do chores and get to school before
it begins at 7am.
We were also told that to get into secondary school in Malawi, you have to take an exam. If
you don’t pass, you could end up repeating their level of Primary 7 until you get the chance
to retake the test.
Pupils learned to be grateful with what they have and appreciate it instead of taking it for
granted. They still talk about their experiences with charity work and safari, things they
never gotten to do/experience otherwise, to this day.
The trip takes place every two years now, the next trip is planned for 2021 with the 5th and
6th years (now 4th and 5th).
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Senior Awards Ceremony
In August we took time to celebrate the success of our S4-S6 year groups. This was an
incredibly special evening with plenty of awards to issue, as well as some musical treats from
our very talented pupils.
Special guests on the right were Jim Goodwin, manager at St Mirren FC, and Provost Lorraine
Cameron.

The Awards Categories:
Learning:

Pupils to be awarded this Merit if they
consistently make an effort to do their best
in class, are attentive and willing to work.

Achieving:

Pupils to be awarded this Merit if they
have demonstrated the ability to achieve a
significant level of attainment or produce
work of a high standard in class.

Working Together:

Pupils who demonstrate the ability to
work co-operatively in a positive manner,
are supportive of others in class or take on
responsibility for aspects of learning in class
to be awarded this Merit.

School Contribution:

For any pupil worthy of recognition for
making a contribution on the life of the
school.
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Senior Phase Awards Ceremony

The winners were
Got all A’s at N5 in S4
Eilidh Franklin, Hadia Imran, Josh Kirk, Lucy Mullen and Cara Nish
All A’s in Higher S5
Abdullah Aziz, Alishah Haider and Liam Patterson
Christina Peppas- RSSA Art award winner- Displayed at Royal Scottish Academy in
Edinburgh.
Scott Watson- Lord Lieutenatnt’s Cadet.
Rebecca Dobie- Scottish Young Writer of the Year finalist.
Lyle Power- Achieved gold level with NYCOS.
Olivia Sinclair- A member of the girls NYCOS.
Josh Kirk- Got most outstanding attainment in S4.
Jack Arbuckle- Contribution to School Vision S4.
Abdullah Aziz- Most outstanding Attainment in S5.
Lyle Power and Ellie Sands -Contribution to school vision S5.
Ismael Alam- Most outstanding Attainment in S6.
Mirren Kearny- Contribution to school Vision S6.
Christy Campbell- Pupil Leadership Award
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Follow Our Lead
On the 18th December HM Chief Inspector
and Chief Executive Education Scotland,
Gayle Gorman came to visit us at Renfrew
High School. I have the rewarding role as
Project Leader of Learner Leadership at
Renfrew High School. I believe that through
highlighting and implementing the two
crucial elements of creativity and leadership
we can empower our young people to thrive
and achieve success for 21st century life. The
main focus of my role has been to expand,
create and monitor leadership opportunities
in S1-6 with the aim of enhancing and
nurturing pupil leadership development
across our school.
Over 70 learners took part in the event
named “Follow Our Lead” which was a
showcase event to celebrate the various
Learner Leadership initiatives across our
school.
Pupils set up stations in the learning hub
where Gayle Gorman and her colleague
from Education Scotland, Gillian Hamilton,
were able to have conversations with every
young person regarding their leadership
work. We had a visit to our library to speak
with pupils from the Newsletter team &
Diary of a School Year creators to discuss
their leadership roles and success stories.
Back in the learning hub, our fantastic choir
also gathered to perform a few wonderful
songs to sing along to!
The event was very uplifting and provided

learners with a huge confidence boost
for the pupils to be asked to talk about
their leadership skills in the specific areas/
subjects that they are passionate about! Our
pupils commitment to this event was hugely
inspiring and as Project Leader of Learner
Leadership it was extremely rewarding for
me to see our young people demonstrate
such pride and dedication to their leadership
roles within our school community.
Miss Bowie
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Maths
Sumdog

S1 and S2 all have sundog accounts and have taken part in several sumdog challenges which
is creating quit a competitive atmosphere in classes between pupils aspiring to gain the most
points.

Math Week Scotland

In October we took part in maths week Scotland, including @johnswinney’s
#mathsweekscotland challenges! The S1 did maths relays puzzles and treasure hunts. Other
departments helped us out mathematical coding in ICT.

Maths Ambassadors

Our S6 maths ambassadors have started a programme to support S1 and some primary
pupils with numeracy blueprints.
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Science
S3 Biology and Physics Trip

On Wednesday 4th December, S3 went
to Strathclyde University to visit the
Prosthetics and Orthotics Department.
People have prosthetic limbs if they have lost
them and people have orthotic appliances
to sometimes help with their movement.
This was enjoyed by the pupils very much
and they found it very interesting.

S1 and S2 Trip

S1 and S2 visited the Science Centre. Pupils
had a lot of fun doing hands on activities
and also seeing a science show.

Science Club

We have a weekly science club which is
run here in the department by some of our
teachers. This is for S1’s and they enjoy
doing different experiments every week
and coming along too.

S1 Doosan Babcocks Trip

S1 went to Doosan Babcocks for an
engineering trip. This was entertaining for
them and they were very thankful that this
has happened.

Mr Maycock

Just recently we have welcomed a new
physics teacher, Mr Maycock, to our
department. He is a really nice guy and we
are glad to have him here in this school.
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Social Subjects
S1 & S2

S1 & S2 now do all social subjects with the
one teacher rather than rotating every 6
– 12 weeks. S1 have been learning about
Scotland, Brazil and Human Race. S2 have
been learning about Tourism, Terrorism and
Holocaust.

Miss MacNeil

We welcomed Miss MacNeil as a new
teacher after the summer holidays. She
teaches Modern Studies and Politics. For
her teaching politics, we have been able to
add a new course in this department which
is Higher Politics.

S4 Geography Trip

In the New Year, S4 Geography are going
on a field trip to Braehead to learn about
shopping habits for their assignment.

S3 Babcocks Trip

One of our teachers, Mrs McColl, organised
a trip for S3’s to go to Babcocks which is
located in Westway. They went to this as
an employability trip and this was spread
over two days.

Librarian

Our Librarian, Mr Robin Dunlop, has been
helping S1’s on research skills for a project
they were working on.

Electives

In this department we offer many electives.
They are psychology, employability and
enterprise.

keep up to date
with each faculty
on

Twitter

@renfrew_high
@renfrewmaths
@MISSB_CREATIVE
@RenfrewScience
@rhstechnologies
@RHS_Eng

@RHSocialSubject
@RenfrewHighHWB
@RHSEmploy
@RhsModlangs.
@HighRmps
10

D E PA R T M E N T N E W S

Art
S1 Journey

In august we welcomed our new s1 year group.
They then made summer holiday postcards
and also folder designs.

S1 Haunted House Competition

In October the s1s made a 3D haunted house
each and the winner was Grace Nelson it was
their first year trying this and we are very proud
of the fantastic results and dedication.

S1 Christmas House

As a continue of the Halloween house we have
decided to do another one but for Christmas as
of the results of the Halloween ones because
everyone really enjoyed doing it.

Seniors

The seniors are going to have a folio exhibition.
We have also started up a supported study for
s4-6 Monday- Thursday.
The prelims for National 5, Higher, Advanced
Higher, are all working hard.
We have also had a large uptake of 8 more
people taking Advanced Higher this year.
Check out our art twitter!

S1 Christmas Card
Competition
The s1s competed
in a Christmas card
competition they had
to draw a card about
Christmas for us to pick
a winner and when we
picked the winner we
decided on Isabella
Cleminson.
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English
The S1 Pantomime

Tuesday 17th December the S1s went to watch snow white in the pantomime. It was in the
SECC they were great full to have been they were all happy they went.

Library
The Odeon trip

S2 and S3 went to watch bumblebee at the
Odeon groups of s2 and s3 to see bumblebee
They started Dairy of school S1 and S2 graphic
novel about life at Renfrew high pupil school
report.

Award Winning Librarian

Our librarian Mr Robin Dunlop has achieved an
Outstanding Contribution Award from the Chief
Executive of Renfrewshire Council.

Book Week Scotland

S1 and S2 celebrate book week Scotland by
going to Waterstones at Braehead to choose
books they would like to see at the Library.

Movie Club

Every lunch time Mr Dunlop puts on a movie
for anyone who wants to come up and watch a
movie because it gives them something to do
and if the weather is bad too.

New Library System

There is a new library system around the whole
of Renfrewshire, we can download e-books
from Renfrewshire from the public library.
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Music
Choir

Our school choir went to the School Leaders
Scotland Conference in St Andrews, which
is for teachers and anyone who works in
education. They were fantastic and they
performed in front of around 300 people.

Kilmarnock

We went to Kilmarnock to see the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra perform and it was good
to see the conductor, Sir James McMillan
conduct one of his very own songs.

Christmas Concert

We had our Christmas Concert on Tuesday
17th December where we had pipers, our
soul band, our school band, our choir and
soloists as well. We received some fantastic
reviews from this and we were very proud of
the children who performed.

School Show 2020

For our school show in June, we are doing
Back to the 80’s. More information will
follow nearer the time.

Singing Children of Africa

The Singing Children of Africa visited
our school and they came to the Music
Department. They did music workshops
with us and performed in the afternoon to
our S1 and S2’s.
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Modern Languages
S1 French Breakfast

On Monday 18th November, S1’s had a
French breakfast in our canteen. They
had crepes, croissants, pain au chocolate,
baguettes with jam and Nutella and orange
juice. This was split over 2 periods as there
was a lot of pupils. 3 classes came down
first period and 3 came down for the second
period. This was enjoyed by many pupils.
Our Higher French pupils helped out at
this event by serving them their food and
they enjoyed this event too. This happened
because during their French lessons, they
have been learning about French cuisine
and their traditions in the way they eat their
food.

Higher French Outing

On Thursday 14th November, our higher
French pupils went to a French restaurant
to try some of their cuisine. They tried frog
legs, snails and other French food items.
Some pupils didn’t like these items where
others did.

Ferdinand

In September, we welcomed a new language
assistant to our department who is known
as Ferdinand. He helps all year groups in
their French lessons and is a great addition
to our department.

Mr Carrozza

We welcomed Mr Carrozza after the October
break as a new teacher to the department.
His mum is Spanish, his dad is Italian and he
was born in France. So him knowing Italian,
we are hoping putting this as an elective
option next year for S3.

S1

S1 now get 2 French lessons and 1 Spanish
lesson. When they first joined the school,
we ran a French passport competition
where pupils had to design a passport about
themselves in French. The winners of this
competition was Erin Murray and Carys
Hastie from 1C1, Abby Fitzgerald and Deena
Hawarsha from 1F1, Penny Harvey and Ellis
Sharp from 1K1, Elise Galston an Kiara
Bunch from 1K2, Isabella Clemingson and
Manmeet Kaur from 1T1 and Chloe Cooley
and Sara Sinclair from 1T2.

2K2

2K2 have been doing a blog with a girl
named Georgia who is doing a year abroad of
working in a school in Switzerland. Georgia
has been writing entries in French for the
class to read and we have been writing
replies to Georgia by asking her questions
about her time abroad. The pupils are really
enjoying this and so is Georgia.
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Technologies
Cocoa Bean

ICT held a trip for the S2’s to the Cocoa
Bean Factory on the 11th and the 12th of
December Run by Mrs Dorrian and Mrs
Ferrier. This trip was to help S2 pupils who are
undertaking a business management task
that requires them to market a chocolate
bar. The purpose of this trip was to give
them practical experience of marketing a
chocolate bar, the most surprising thing
was the coco beans. The class was shocked
to find out that the coco beans were actually
very soft and mushy instead of being hard
and having a solid shell. Mrs Dorian said
“The hardest part of this trip was keeping
the boys from diving into the mesmerising
chocolate fountains.” The trip will continue
every year because it is a part of the business
management course.

Lego Robotics Club

A small team comprising of S2 pupils
continue to prepare their robots to complete
challenges set the team at Tomorrow
Engineers with the aim of being able to go
and represent Renfrew High in a regional
competition in February at University of the
West of Scotland.
Lego Club is on Lunchtimes Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Turing Testers 2.0 Cyber Security
Challenge
A mixed group of S1 and S2 pupils completed
this years Cyber Security Challenge. There
were 10 challenges in total to complete and
it basically was an online treasure hunt. The
successful team have been entered into a
draw with all other successful teams for the
chance to represent the school in a national
Cyber Security Challenge.
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Apple Workshop

Class 1.2 and Mrs Dorrian spent the morning
at the Apple Store learning about using
Clips to do jump animations, adding text
effects and animation videos

House Logo’s

Mrs Campbell’s S3 Graphics class had a lot
of experience on Adobe Illustrator creating
different concepts for house logos. This
term all pupils support staff and Mr Burke
are deciding on the winning designs. Below
is a sneak peak of a couple of concepts
produced.

Daydream Believers
Mrs Campbell has been collaborating with
Daydream Believers which is an organisation
created by lecturers at Edinburgh College to
give pupils access to real world experience in
the classroom. Lecturers from Glasgow Art
School, Napier University, teachers across
Scotland, as well as design agencies such
as Whitespace have joined forces to create
a series of lessons that promotes Creative
Thinking. An NPA in Creative Thinking
will be released this August and the aim is
to implement this into the Technologies
curriculum. Watch this space!
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Ardentinny

At the end of August, Mrs Campbell and Mr
Herdman along with 20 S2 pupils, pushed
themselves to their limit when they spent
five days at Ardentinny Outdoor Centre.
The aim of this trip was to offer Outdoor
Education and to allow the pupils time to
step back and reﬂect, learning new things
about themselves and the peers around
them.
Pupils took part in Mountain Biking,
Abseiling, Rock Hopping, Kayaking,
Canoeing, Gorge Walking and Archery.
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SPORT
Active Schools

We are hoping to have 100% participation
in school events at the end of year however
right now it is at 65%.

Sports Scotland

Sports Scotland are keeping an eye on us.
We are currently sitting at 44% in there
events.

Sport Leadership

25 level 6 sport leaders and 70 level 4 sports
leaders doing this which means we have
300% of people taking part in this course.

Achievements

We are the only school to take part in all
events and to have it 3 years in a row. We
are also trying to get everyone to join a club
after Christmas.

There are many sports clubs and activities
around our school. Here are a few listed;

Future Activities/Clubs

Sports Dinner after Christmas
• Senior Volleyball
• Awards for people working exceptionally
well in PE along with PE volunteers
• Junior and Senior hockey clubs
• Girls’ football team: new strips :D!
• Sports Council/Sports Ambassador (clubs,
social media)
• Hockey club is up and running!

Achievements

• 9 new RSSE pupils
• Nat 5 dance performed at SLS
• Higher sports leadership played 6 games,
2nd in league with 19 goals
• S3 boys – Barcelona football trip; 3rd in
world cup
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Pupil Spotlight
Renfrew High is full of pupils who are talented, hard working and passionate about what
they love. We think it is important to highlight these pupils talents and their success. This
term the newsletter team interviewed S6 pupil, Ewan Pringle.

The Facts & Figures

Ewan Pringle
Rower

Rowing for 5 years
Trains 6 days a week, 2 times each day
2nd best in Britain
Henley Royal Regatta (international event)
4th in all events
Head of the river, in London, 107th overall
out of professionals.
1 second away from being promoted to GB
team
Has raised £19,000 for a boat
Balances school work and rowing very well.
He’s going to university to row
His ambitions are attempting to get in team
GB, races in the summer and try to win all
the races.
Boat is described as skinny, long and big
oars
Rows in a crew of 4
His positioning is a stroke man
Got into the passion of rowing by his sister
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