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Welcome

Following our most successful year to date, this school session has
started at a fast pace. We are working hard to build on the academic
success achieved by our learners last May and we continue to expand
the range of events and activities on offer to our young people through
the core curriculum and beyond.

One of our key aims is the development of skills for learning, life and

work. Almost everything we do with our young people furthers this goal. Partnerships are
key to this and if you, or someone you know can work with us to help in this regard please
get in touch - see piece later in this newsletter.

We are implementing our revised curriculum rationale which strives for greater relevance
and enjoyment in what we teach and how we teach it. Staff and pupils across the school
are embracing this challenge and | am very impressed by the efforts to make our young
people’s educational experience as rich as possible. | hope you enjoy reading about some of
the events and activities we have enjoyed so far this term.

Billy Burke
Head Teacher

Our young people are great - tell us more!

Many of our young people achieve great personal success outwith school in various clubs or
individual activities. We want to further promote and celebrate this.
Let us know about any achievements by:

e Telling one of the Pupil Support or Senior Leadership Team

e Handing in a note to the school office

e Email the school at renfrewhighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk




RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL
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Last session our Rights Respecting Steering Group decided that they would like to create a
Renfrew High Whole School Charter based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRQ).

Creating a Whole School Charter can be helpful in making the UNCRC a real and meaningful
guide for adults and children on a day-to-day basis. It also helps everyone gain a deeper
understanding about particular articles of the Convention that impact most on their life at
school.

All learners voted for the top five articles they felt were most important to Renfrew High
School. The Parent Council contributed to this process. The Steering Group collected the views
and debated on which ones they felt were most important across all year groups. They agreed
on the four articles they wanted to promote this year and from that they created a Charter.
The Charter sets out the actions learners and adults need to take so that children’s rights are
realised and enjoyed by all. This is also linked to our school values.

The Steering Group believes that the Charter helps further develop a sense of shared
ownership of the classroom and of learning. It can act as the ‘social glue’ which
binds everyone together.
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Meet our Heads and Deputes

Rebecca Lay, Scott Jeffrey, Aminah Chaudry and Ross Hunter

Can you help?

Many of our parents and partners will have valuable skills, knowledge and experience in the
world of work. If you would like to getinvolved with Renfrew High to further the employability
skills of our young people please contact Mr Kennedy or Mr Burke.

Our EcoTeam and Pupil Councils are keen to improve the front playground area of the school building.
We are looking for help with this project - the design, planning and landscaping.

Can you help? Get in touch with Miss Kourepini or Mr Burke.

Email — renfrewhighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk 5




EXTRA-CURRICULAR

On every day at lunchtime...

S1 Movie Club with the School Assistants in P.E. Room 2
S2 ICT Group with Mrs Dorian in [.C.T.
Walking Group with Mrs Riaz meet in the foyer

Monday Lunchtime

S1 Music Club with Mr Price in Music Room 2

Si1to S3 Photography Club with Miss Bowie in Art Room 2

Junk Couture Fashion with Ms Gardner in the Art Department
Volleyball with Mr Roache in the Games Hall
Monday After School

Basketball with Mr Malcolm in the Games Hall

Tuesday Lunchtime

S1 Science Club with Dr McLean in Lab 7

Drama Tech Club with S6 Leaders in the Drama Room
Charities Committee with Mrs Ito in History Room 2
Chess Club with Mrs Lockhart in Mrs Lockhart’s room
S2 Music Club with Mr Price in Music Room 2
Tuesday After School

S4toS6 Art Supported Study with Miss Bowie in Art 2

S4toS6 Music Supported Study with Mr Price in Music 2

S3toS6 Drama Club with Miss Smith in Drama

Rugby Club with Mr Lawrie in the Games Hall
Personal Training with Mr Dougall in Fitness Suite

S1 & S2 Homework Hub with staff in the Library

Wednesday Lunchtime

Film Club with Mr Campbell in English Room 5
Debate Club with Mrs McLaughlin in English Room 4
S1 & S2 Drama Club with Miss Smith in Drama

S1 & S2 Dodgeball with Ms Calderwood in the Games Hall
Engineering Club with Mrs Kourepini in Lab 1

S1 & S2 Horrible Histories with Miss Quinn in History Room 2




EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Wednesday After School
Dance Club
Racket Sports

Thursday Lunchtime
School Choir

S1 & S2 Football

Eco School & Fair Trade

Thursday After School
S4toS6 Art Supported Study
S4toS6 Music Supported Study
S3toS6 Drama Club

Girls Football

Friday Lunchtime
Japanese Club
S1 & S2 Football

Friday After School
Trampolining

Coming Soon...

Lego Robotics Challenge
SatoS3 Programming Club
Table Tennis Club

with Mr Elliot in the Dance Studio
with Mr Dougall in the Games Hall

with Mr Price in Music Room 2
with Mr Milligan in the Games Hall
with Mrs Kourepini in Lab 1

with Miss Bowie in Art 2

with Mr Price in Music Room 2
with Miss Smith in Drama

with Mrs Doyle in the Games Hall

with Mrs Ito in Mrs Ito’s Room
with Mr Milligan in the Games Hall

with Mr Elliot in the Dance Studio

with Mrs Campbell in Technologies
with Mr Kennedy in I.C.T.
with Mr O’Malley in P.E.




EXTRA - CURRICULAR

This term has seen our first group of Duke
of Edinburgh pupils participating in their
Bronze Award practise and final expedition.
The groups travelled to Greenock where
they completed a 26km hike over two days
and had to survive wild camping, which at
times was far from dry!! The pupils have
worked incredibly hard to achieve this
award so a huge congratulations to all who
took part in this tough challenge.

Next step...Silver Award.

If any pupil who is 14+ would like to take
part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award please
contact Mrs Campbell before the end of
October.




CURRICULAR

Roald Dahl Day

Roald Dahl day was held in the library on the
13th September 2016.

The library was celebrating Roald Dahl 100th
birthday. It was a big hit as a lot of people
turned up. The library helpers who are Eilidh
McNeil S2, Penny McNamara S2, Rachel
Walker S2, Cara Nish S2, Veronica Notman
S2, Olivia Officer S2, Beccy Docherty S2,
Emma Stewart Sg, David Speirs Sg and
Harry Armstrong Sg created everything by
themselves and also ran it on the day.

They made the chocolate river, drew the
trunchbull for the pin the newt on the
trunchbull, decorated the library and
made the treats. The girls and boys made
everything by hand.

It brought many pupils in from all years
and all different teachers from all different
departments. They had a chocolate fountain,
making top hats, sweets garden, pin the
newt on the trunchbull and Charlie and the
chocolate factory playing in the computer
suite.

Written by a S2 library fairy.
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BBC Authors Live

In October some S3-5 pupils had the opportunity to visit BBC Scotland to take part in an
Authors Live event. The audience consisted of pupils from Renfrew High, Gryffe High and St
Andrew’s Academy and the event was streamed live across Scotland. Pupils listened to the
author Bessora and a translator Sarah Ardizzone speak about their book ‘Alpha’ which tells
the tale of a migrant making his way from the Ivory Coast to Paris. The pupils learnt about
the inspiration behind the book, how the writer collaborated with an illustrator, Barroux,
and then how the book was translated from French to English.

The video is available to watch on demand at:
www.scottishbooktrust.com/video/authors-live/bessora-and-sarah-ardizzone

More information can be found on twitter #BBCAuthorsLive.

Miss Hemsworth
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On Friday gth September, 5 Renfrew High School pupils aspiring to pursue careers in the
health care industry, went on a day trip to Glasgow Royal Infirmary with Mrs Forrest. We
were first introduced to a range of staff from all over the hospital including nurses; doctors
and physiologists, where they gave us a brief description of their role in the hospital. We
then, along with many other schools, watched a lecture on the origin and development of
clinical trials. A clinical trial involves testing new medicines and already existing medicines,
on volunteers and gathering results to determine its success and any side effects.

Following this, we participated in short activities around different sectors of the hospital
including CPR; pharmacology; co-ordination suite; haematology lab; blood testing and
infection control. Within each sector we were faced with several challenges such as processing
blood samples with a centrifuge, learning the psychology behind pills and placebos or playing
co-ordination games to determine your centre of gravity and posture.

Overall, we learned how a hospital functions on a day to day basis and found the experience
very useful in gaining an insight to the many opportunities the health care industry holds.

Dylan Garcia Sg




CURRICULAR

S4 Biology Edinburgh Zoo Trip

In September, S4 Biology pupils took partin
a day trip to Edinburgh Zoo to learn more
about natural selection and adaptations and
get some hands on experience with some
animals. Pupils spent time in the Education
centre at the Zoo, where members of staff
told them about some interesting animals
and those who were brave enough were
given the opportunity to handle some
Hissing Cockroaches, a Giant African Land
Snail a Snake. We were also introduced to
an armadillo and an Echidna — an animal
similar to a Hedgehog. Pupils then had a
walk round the Zoo and did some animal
spotting, with the Penguins being a
favourite.
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VALUES

Well done Dalia Stewart
2goldsandabronzeintheKilbarchan
Congratulations to the under 14 boys team  and County championships.
who started of the season with a 14-1 win ~ And 4th in British YDL 200m
against Linwood High School. final
What a result lads!




ADVERT

It's back by popular demands folks!

Renfrew High’s next open mic. performance
will take place on Thursday the 1oth of
November. If you wish to perform in front of
a live audience with full P.A. system backup
(open to ALL pupils and staff!) then please
see Mrs Lockhart in English room 1 or Mr
Price up in Music.

This is always a very popular event which
allows pupils to showcase their wonderful
singing and playing of musical instruments.

This is always a full house event so please
let us know as soon as possible if you would
like to book a performance slot for this
event. Further notice will follow in regards
to ticket sales. They will be available soon
after the holiday.




