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Happy Easter from Renfrew High
Our March newsletter is packed with news, events and success.
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Welcome to the latest edition of our school newsletter. I hope you  enjoy 
reading about some of the learning opportunities our young people 
have been involved in and some of the many achievements they have 
enjoyed. Also, look out for some forthcoming events and activities. 

This has; as ever, been a very busy and productive term for all year 
groups . Our Senior Phase learners, in particular, have been working hard 
towards national qualifications in May. I wish them every success in this. 
To those young people preparing to move on from school at the end of 
May, we wish them well as they take the next steps into further learning or employment. 

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to all our staff, pupils, parents and partners 
for all the contributions which help make our school successful. Happy Easter everyone.

Billy Burke
Head Teacher
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Throughout our High School experience our year group has made many memories together. 
In this important time we have shaped our futures and made lifelong friends, and are now 
ready to take the next steps. As a group we have learned from each other, watching and 
helping each other grow and improve - which is something that we can cherish for the rest 
of our lives. 

We believe that true satisfaction comes from the value we bring to the lives of others and 
the positive difference we can have on those around us, which is what we have strived to 
envision in our role in the senior leadership team. 

We have been honoured to serve as Head Boy and Head Girl and look forward to hearing of 
everyone’s successes on their journey to come. 

Aminah Chaudhary and Scott Jeffrey 

Head Boy & Head Girl Final Report
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@RenfrewHighHWB
RENFREW HIGH HEALTH & WELLBEING 

WE’RE ON TWITTER!

Wednesday 21st - Thursday 22nd June
19:30 in the School Theatre

Tickets: £4, £2 concessions, available from the School soon
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Can you help?
Many of our parents and partners will have valuable skills, knowledge and experience in the 
world of work. If you would like to get involved with Renfrew High to further the employability 
skills of our young people please contact Mr Kennedy or Mr Burke.

Our Eco Team and Pupil Councils are keen to improve the front playground area of the school building.
We are looking for help with this project - the design, planning and landscaping.

Can you help? Get in touch with Miss Kourepini or Mr Burke.

Email – renfrewhighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk



6

LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER

University Of Strathclyde Visit
S5 pupil participated in study skills session run by staff from the widening access team 
at Strathclyde University on Friday March 10th. Our young people were given a chance 
to discover their individual learning styles and were shown how to use this information 
to study more effectively. Sessions on time management and using mnemonics to 
enhance learning rounded off a very interesting and useful morning for our young 
people.

A follow up session targeting parents took place on the evening of March 14th. Parent 
engaged in similar activities to our learners and were given practical strategies to 
support their young people as they prepare for the Senior Phase exams. The response 
from parents on the night was extremely positive and a result we hope to invite the 
team back to Renfrew again next session again.
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Over the last six weeks Renfrew High School has been piloting a Family Learning project.  This 
project was designed to enhance the already very good relationships between the school 
and our parental community Parents have engaged in fun and meaningful learning with 
their young people. This year’s programme featured team building activities at Finlaystone 
Country Estate; model building in the Art Department;  a  trampolining session in PE; 
conducting experiments in Science  and cooking together in Home Economics. Each session 
concluded with an informal conversation over a light meal. Feedback from the project has 
been extremely positive and as a result we are hoping to run a similar programme next 
sessions. All are welcome to come along. Dates and further details to follow.

Parents in Partnership

   Home Economics 
Over this term all of the feeder primaries visited the Home Economics department on two 
occasions to cook two different dishes. The purpose of the visits were to:
Improve primary pupil knowledge of healthy eating
Improve their knowledge of simple cooking techniques 
Improve their knowledge of Renfrew High School
Introduce the Home Economics department routines prior to completing their transition 

The pupils cooked a pasta dish with bacon and courgette and a vegetable soup which the 
majority of pupils have gone on to cook at home from their parents/guardians. 

The project has been successful as primary staff were also trained to deliver 
particular practical skills and therefore have continued to cook at primary 
school after their visits improving pupils confidence at preparing and 
enjoying healthy food and also the benefits they have on their wellbeing. 
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   Saturday School
Throughout the month of March, pupils have been getting to bed nice and early on a Friday 
night, then flocking to Renfrew High in their droves, for some fabulous Saturday morning 
study sessions. Not only enjoying some of the finest learning and teaching around, but also 
devouring a selection of pastries, fruit, and tea and coffee, to fuel their endeavours. Well 
done to everyone who made it along.

The Maths Department

Easter School
 
Easter School will run throughout the spring 
break. Pupils  from the Senior Phase who 
have their final exams in May have been given 
the opportunity of accessing study support 
sessions during the  holidays. Lessons in 
English, Maths, Science, Technologies, PE 
and Social Subjects are available. Learners 
can sign up with departments or year heads 
if they wish to participate.

Dates for your Diary
School returns after Easter
Tuesday 18th April

May Bank Holiday
Monday 1st May

SQA Exam leave begins
Tuesday 2nd May
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Our current S3 Duke of Edinburgh group recently embarked on their first practice walk.  This 
gave them the opportunity to get used to putting all of their map reading skills to good use.  The 
group worked extremely well and are now in preparation for their practice and final expedition.  

Before the summer term ends we are sending twenty-four pupils on their final expedition to 
complete the Bronze Award.  By the time this session ends thirty-six of our very brave pupils 
will have achieved their Bronze Award.  

Good luck to the pupils who are working towards this award just now!

To keep up to date with Renfrew High School’s DofE follow us on Twitter: @RHSDofE1

Duke of Edinburgh
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Robert Burns Enterprise Challenge
All pupils in S1 were set a challenge. That challenge being in their groups to organise a Burns 
Supper. Each group had a theme. They could’ve chosen Traditional, International, Sports or 
Celebrity. If any of the groups had their own idea for a theme, they were allowed to use it. 
The classes were given two weeks to create all of their plans. After working extremely hard 
for two weeks, planning and creating it was finally time to present. All groups presented in 
front of their classmates. Every presentation was scored. The group with the most points 
was sent to the final. The teachers for that class could choose a group to also go to the finals. 
The finalists presented to all of the other finalists from the other classes. Mr Milligan watched 
each presentation and chose his winning group. The winning group consisted of Rachel Muir, 
Ciara King and Mhairi Wishart. This group came from Mrs McLaughlin’s class.

Recently, Martin Stewart, the author of River Keep came to Renfrew High School to talk 
about his new book. He spoke about his inspiration and how he became an author. Martin 
Stewart looked at lots of pictures to find where the book could be set. The book was set on 
a lake and was about a strange mythical creature. 

Martin Stewart said when he writes he always writes beside his dog. He is a great inspiration 
to many children & adults. Renfrew High listened carefully to his presentation and everyone 
was very inspired because he told us that anyone can achieve their dreams. 

By Kate Alexander (1T2)

Martin Stewart - Author
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Congratulations to the following class 
winners who will be battling it out 28th 
March to win their chosen charity £3000:

* Sophie and Rebecca (Blue Triangle)

*Jennifer Friel, Zoha Masood, Emma 
Carlton, Louise Smith and Rachel Mooney 
(Sunny Sid3 UP)

* Caitlin Wilson, Amy Crown, Shelley Hart, 
Carla Macaulay and Emma Dunn (Women’s 
Aid Renfrewshire)

* Scott Watson, Aaron Davidson and Robert 
McLauchlan (Youth Interventions)

* Emma Cusiter, Amber Forrester and 
Louise Robertson (ROAR)

* Niamh McWilliams, Ebony McCulloch and 
Megan Barr (Brightest Star)

(Letter by RMPS 3.1)

Congratulations to Sophie McGoldrick 
and Rebecca Dobie who won the £3000 on 
behalf of Blue Triangle.

For the past few weeks, 3rd year have 
been working on YPI (Youth Philanthropy 
Initiative) in RMPS. YPI is a group project 
which includes researching, visiting and 
doing a presentation in effort to win £3000 
for the groups chosen charity. The project 
helps teach responsibility and helps build a 
knowledge of the local community and the 
issues within it. Each group chose a charity 
which helps people in their local area and 
were challenged to make a presentation. 
Winners will be chosen from each class 
who will then present to a larger audience 
in the theatre for the final. The final will be 
attended by the whole of 3rd year, a set of 
judges and the media.

We found this experience enjoyable but 
challenging. We believe it helped us to 
learn about our communities and helped to 
develop people skills by challenging us to 
phone and meet charities. It has also helped 
to improve presentation skills and raised 
out confidence to speak in front of large 
audiences in the future.
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This experiment wouldn’t have been made 
possible without the help of the science 
department. Playing Quidditch is very 
hard. We hung hula hoops from the ceiling. 
Students and Professors could learn to play. 
They had to throw a ping pong ball through 
the hoop. Thanks to P.E for allowing us to 
borrow the hoops.

Hope to see you next Harry Potter Day!

With Love,

Albus Dumbledore

Harry Potter Day
Harry Potter Day was a huge success. All of 
the Library helpers and teachers made the 
event truly amazing. The Library was covered 
in Harry Potter themed decorations. From 
Howlers to Azkabans’s very own wanted 
posters. There was different classes placed 
around the library. There was an Orchestra, 
Potions Class, Wand Making Class, Defence 
Against The Dark Arts Class and a Quidditch 
class. The Orchestra was based in a room 
at the entrance of the library. All Students 
and Professors could learn to play the 
world famous “Hedwig’s Theme” from the 
opening titles. Thanks to Music Department 
for allowing us to borrow the glockenspiels. 
The potions class was just around the corner. 
There was paper, invisible ink pens and a UV 
light. You could write a secret message on 
the paper and then reveal it with the light. 
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Our MVP (Mentors in Violence Protection) pupil mentors have just completed a 3 week stint 
in S1 Personal Support classes, introducing the ethos and aims of the MVP programme. All 
our dedicated pupil mentors have now had a real taste of how it is to be a teacher to a class 
of excited S1 pupils! 

One pupil mentor commented, “We really enjoyed being in class! I felt that we were truly 
providing a service by teaching the S1 about the issues surrounding gender violence in 
schools and in the community. We have opened their eyes to the simple actions that can 
actually cause harm and suffering to others.” Another pupil mentor enthused, “I was so 
overwhelmed by how engaged the S1 group that I was working with were! 

They listened, participated and interacted with us all with such enthusiasm and interest! I 
feel that we really have provided a wonderful experience and have afforded them the skills 
to deal with day to day issues and situations”, they continued, “I cannot encourage seniors 
enough to volunteer to be a MVP pupil mentor when the opportunity is given. It is so much 
more than simply a leadership opportunity.”

We will be recruiting soon for Teacher and Pupil mentors – speak to Mrs McColl if you wish 
any advance information. 

Mentors in Violence 
Prevention (MVP)
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Show Racism 
The Red Card
In English, S1 entered a 
competition called “Show Racism 
The Red Card.” We were split up 
into small groups to write a poem 
about racism. These were then 
collated into one large poem with 
the help of Mr Price from Music.

Once it was all one poem, we 
turned it into a song and we 
created a backing track with the 
piano. We then recorded the 
song and submitted it to the 
competition.

After a few weeks, we received 
word back from them telling us 
we are in the finals! Members of 
Mrs McLaughlin’s English class 
were invited to Hampden Park, 
to perform in front of all other 
finalists.
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A huge congratulations to Kate Henry and 
Rebecca Matthews from S3 who made it in 
to the Grand Final of the recycled fashion 
competition “JUNK KOUTURE” for the 
second year in a row!  Miss Gardner was 
extremely proud of all the hard work they 
put in, and Kate simply wowed everyone 
up on the catwalk wearing their fabulous 
bin-bag creation!  Congratulations girls.  
Two very talented fashion designers in the 
making.  Watch this space...

Junk Kouture
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Renfrew High played their part in fundraising for Red Nose Day this year.  The P.E department 
created Renfrew High’s very own version of Ninja Warrior, where pupils (and some very 
competitive staff) could compete with each other to complete the course in the quickest 
time.

As well as this we also held a non-uniform day and also had guess how many maltesers.  
Overall we raised £415.  Well done to every single person who donated and took part in a 
very fun day!

Red Nose Day

Pupil Achievements
Just a small selection of the most recent individual achievements. 
Know any more? Let us know!

Jamie Stalley with Jazzle Dazzle dance group - winners of competition in Paris
Andrew McCrindle selected for the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland
Maria Alam elected as Member of Scottish Youth Parliament
Melissa Roberts & Harry McKay nominated at the YMCA REACH awards
Skye Docherty won in the Arts category
Rachel Muir - schools road race winner
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Renfrew High School Sports News
Renfrew High Health and Wellbeing department have been very busy this year so far. 
Attending numerous different sporting events and being successful at many of them.

Our basketball teams have been amongst the most active. Across S1-3, the team has been 
active in not only local fixtures such as games against Trinity, Johnstone High and Park Mains 
but also representing the school at authority wide events. Coming third in both S1-2 girls 
and mixed events.

The school has been represented through S1-4 in a number of different badminton 
competitions. We have been very successful in these competitions winning a number of 
titles and finishing well in the inter authority Quaich.

We entered six teams into the Renfrewshire Schools Road Race. All involved did very well 
and will look to build on it for next year’s competition.

The senior volleyball team has been active in a volleyball league throughout the year; the 
team did themselves proud throughout against some tough opposition.

The school football teams continue to be a success. The school being represented across all 
year groups in both cup and league competitions.

For more information please follow the department on twitter @RenfrewHighHWB We 
regularly share success stories and insight into the department.

SPORT
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S6 – A fond farewell
This was the last full school term for our 
S6 cohort. They have been a wonderful 
high achieving  year group who have 
have participated fully in the life of the 
school  during their time at Renfrew High. 
We would like to thank them all for their 
contribution to Renfrew High school and 
wish them a fond farewell.  Particular 
thanks go to our Pupil Leadership Team  
-  Aminah Chaudhary ( Head Girl), Scott 
Jeffrey ( Head Boy), Rebecca Lay ( Depute 
Head Girl) and Ross Hunter ( Depute Head 
Boy) – for their sterling work throughout 
the year representing the school. Thanks to 
our House Leaders( Nicola Herlihy; Paige 
Bustard; Michelle Kelly; Esra Abushaala, 
Karanveer Singh and Cara Pringle). Well 
done everyone!

... and finally.


