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The school session 2016-17 has been exceptional. From the first day 
last August when I congratulated everyone on the most successful SQA 
results yet, to the recent amazing school show, we continue to rise to 
the challenge I have set of raising the bar and being the best we can be.

I am incredibly proud of our young people, and of how well they are 
cared for and supported by staff, parents and partners. I will miss those 
who have recently left to take up the next challenges in their lives, and 
am looking forward to welcoming next sessions’s cohorts after summer.

More than a year on from the relaunch of our school vision and values it is clear that we 
are already realising our ambition for learning, achieving and working together with care, 
fairness, respect and trust. The excellent ethos and culture of our school is praised by 
members of the learning community and by visitors alike. 

Read on for some of the highlights from this final term. You will find examples of the wide 
variety of learning experiences our young people take part in - in classes and through the 
wider curriculum. And a taste of some of some things yet to come . . .

Thank you to all our young people, staff and parents for your hard work and commitment 
this session. I hope you all have an excellent summer and I look forward to continuing to 
learn, achieve and work together with you in the new session.

Best wishes,

Billy Burke
Head Teacher
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We suffered the loss of our colleague and friend Liam Cullen in April. Liam had fought a long 
and incredibly brave battle with leukaemia, and the strength and spirit he showed was an 
example to us all.The school paid tribute to Liam by inviting everyone to visit our theatre 
to leave cards, flowers and messages on a memory tree. Staff, pupils and parents attended 
Liam’s funeral service, where I was incredibly honoured to speak about my professional and 
personal friendship with him. We held a tribute event here at the school where we shared 
fond memories of Liam’s impact as a person and a teacher. My appreciation goes to Liam’s 
family for allowing the school community to play a part in celebrating his life.

Liam was an outstanding teacher and leader, unanimously popular with pupils, staff and 
parents. His legacy lives on through our school values, by the ethos of care and support we 
promote - which is exactly how Liam carried out his work here at Renfrew High.

I am grateful for all Liam gave to this school, and even more grateful for his friendship.

In the words of some of our former pupils, left on the memory tree - “we love you big man” 
and “rest easy Sir.”

Billy Burke

Remembering Mr Liam Cullen
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A message from Liam’s Family

Beth, Anne Marie, Jim, Clare and Tom would like to give a heartfelt thank you to all staff, 
pupils, parents and grandparents for your support in the form of cards and flowers, but 
especially for you lovely words describing your memories of Liam. We were also very touched 
by the beautiful tribute event held in Renfrew High for Liam as it gave us the opportunity to 
meet and thank many of you in person. 

These lasting memories will be a wonderful legacy for Beth and Liam’s boys, Keir and Roan, 
as they grow up.  Thank you Renfrew High School, you will be forever in our hearts. @RenfrewHighHWB

@RHSDofE1
@ArtRhs

@renfrewmaths
@RHS_Eng
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@RenfrewHighHWB
@RHSDofE1
@ArtRhs

@renfrewmaths
@RHS_Eng

WE’RE ON TWITTER!

BRONZE & SILVER AWARDS
STARTING SEPTEMBER
www.dofe.org
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Mission Discovery - Pupils study with NASA
This session eight of our S3 pupils successfully applied to take part in Mission Discovery at 
UWS in Paisley. Our pupils enjoyed the experience and worked with pupils from other schools 
to design projects for space. They also had the opportunity to hear about the fascinating 
experiences and obstacles faced in space from astronaut Steven Swansen;  
Steven also discussed with the pupils NASA’s future plans for travel to Mars.

“It was a great experience going to UWS. The team working exercises meant we got 
to know the pupils from other schools and that we were able to get along and enjoy 
working on our projects throughout the week.” Rebecca Matthews (S3)
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Danish Visit
In May 2017 pupils from Bagsvaerd School in Denmark came to visit us to try and 
make international links between the two schools.  Their links are neighboured with 
Paisley.  We were showing them around the school and they were filming us to learn 
the difference between the two schools.  We were being interviewed by the pupils for a 
documentary on the differences between a school in Denmark and Scotland.

A group of pupils were selected to be tour guides and were asked to select a group of 
other young people and make friends with them.  After the interviews the pupils went 
round the school and saw different departments.  We enjoyed the friendliness of all 
pupils and that they were very fluent in English.

We all had a great day and learned so much about the Danish culture

Lewis Wilson & Scott Arbuckle (S1)
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This year’s P7 induction took place on May 30th and 31st. Our new S1 met their new 
classmates and were given the opportunity to follow their timetable for two days . The day 
begin with an assembly where pupils met with Mr Burke and Mrs Kirkwood ( S1 year Head) 
and were then taken to meet their pupil support teacher. After interval S1 were escorted 
to their various classes by our S3 helpers. They took part in the whole range of curricular 
opportunities including Science, PE and Technical. A series of lunch clubs – including Sports 
Club, Basketball, Chess Club, Science Club and Film Club – introduced pupils to wide range 
of extracurricular activities available at Renfrew High. At the end of the visit the new S1 were 
treated to a sneak preview of ’We will Rock you’ and were returned to primary having had an 
excellent first experience of Renfrew High. Pupils were extremely positive about their visit 
as the comments below make clear:

‘ I liked P.E because it’s really fun. You get to move around a lot’. Toby Yuill

‘I love Maths. Mr Smith explained things so well when I didn’t understand.’ Erin Brown

‘I enjoyed Science Club because it was really fun’. Sophie Finnigan

‘I loved Geography because we played Stop the Bus’. Sophie R

‘I learned how to play softball with Miss Martin’. Kiera James.

‘I made new friends.’ Alyssa Ball.

When asked about how we could improve the visit  Taylor O’Neill said ‘Make 
it a whole week’ and Zanyan Ali commented that we couldn’t improve it as 
’ It was marvellous!’

Primary 7 Induction
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   Senior Induction
Our new senior pupils took part in a fun-filled and challenging induction day on Friday June 
2nd. Pupils took part in events ranging from a Sports Leadership Session led by Andrew 
Mitchell (Active Schools) through to Zombie Escape Room run by Mrs Doyle and Mr Herdman 
(Maths Department). Gordon from Live-N-Learn also provided an excellent input around 
mindsets and aspirations. Mr Kennedy, on behalf Pupil Support  and Mrs Kirkwood led UCAS 
and employability seminars. Feedback from pupils was that this was an excellent event, 
which helped prepare them for the challenges ahead. We would like to wish these pupils the 
best of luck in their Senior Phase journey.
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It was quite an event having Matt Oldfield, co-author of the popular ‘Heroes Football’
biographies, come to visit pupils in S1. Pupils who took part in the event went up to the library 
to listen to Matt talk about the inspiration for his books and how he goes about writing them. 
His favourite book in the series is the one about Gareth Bale because that was the first one 
that he ever wrote. Once he had gone over the structure for a football biography he helped 
us plan our own sporting success stories.

After our talk with Matt, Mr Malcolm took us out to the football pitches to play mini games 
of football. The games were quite difficult because we would have different challenges to 
face in each match like how the stars in Matt’s books had to overcome challenges to be 
successful. Overall, it was an interesting day and the ‘Heroes Football’ books seem to be 
more popular than ever!

Kyle Campbell & Kaitlin Kerr (S1)

Matt Oldfield Visit

Thank you to Howden’s Engineering in Renfrew who held a session for girls studying STEM 
subjects on behalf of International Women in Engineering Day.  This was held to help inspire 
the young female engineers of the future.  Our S4-S6 Technical girls had a great day!

Women in Engineering
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Martin Stewart Competition
Recently in the English department S2 and S3 pupils have taken part in the Martin Stewart 
Writing Competition. Martin Stewart is the school’s Author in Residence and is the author of 
the novel ‘Riverkeep’. He came to visit the school recently to talk to pupils about what it is 
like to be an author and to try and inspire us to read.

For the competition we had to write about the role of food in our lives. This meant we could 
write about our favourite foods, any funny or happy memories that involved food or even 
memories of disgusting meals that we have had. Once the stories were finished we submitted 
them to the English department for judging but you could also submit your story on the 
Scottish Book Trust website for it to potentially be published in their upcoming e-book, 
‘Nourish’, in November.

Erin Liddell & Iona McMillan (S1)

Martin Stewart 
Our Patron of Reading & Writing

I am delighted to write to you by way of introducing 
myself, and my new role within Renfrew High. As 
Patron of Reading and Writing, I hope to make a 
positive impact on the school’s young learners, 
using my experience of teaching English, and writing 
professionally. Together with Ms Hemsworth, the 
librarian, and the English department, I look forward 
to promoting reading for pleasure, and creative 
writing as a hobby - as well as how to develop writing 
skills in order to best realise academic potential. 

I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to develop a 
relationship with a school community again, and 
hope very much that my work will be of benefit to 
the pupils. 



12

LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER

In April, a group of S2 pupils went on a trip to the Biomedical Engineering department at 
Strathclyde University. For many, it was their first visit to a university, and they had the 
opportunity to find out about the learning and research that is carried out there by talking to 
some of the staff and students.  

Pupils were given a tour of several of the labs where Biomedical Engineering research and 
development is carried out. They also had the chance to try out some of the technology 
– a number of ‘test subjects’ did some high-tech running on the spot while strapped in to 
the Motek Lab force platform so that movement analysis could be carried out using video 
motion-capture. Pupils also explored a portable eye examination kit which allows eyesight 
to be assessed using just an adapted mobile phone. A challenge was set for teams to try 
to work out what a selection of ‘mystery’ devices were used for. Lucky there was a handy 
skeleton to try out all the implants and fixtures for size…

This trip was an open window into potential future careers and areas of study in the field of 
Engineering. 

“
I really enjoyed the trip. We learned about how prosthetics are used and got to play simulation games that 
demonstrated how to use and improve your balance. We could control a car on the screen by leaning on a 
balancing board.” Jack Arbuckle (S2)

Biomedical Engineering
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Active Science
All S1 pupils were involved in the land 
buggy challenge. This involved pupils 
designing and making a polystyrene car  and 
competing to see which car travelled the 
furthest when pushed by a wind machine. 
The wining group were Kate Tollan, Jemma 
Reid, Rajveer Samra and  Lydia Premkumar. 

S3 Physics and Biology students attended 
the National Centre for Orthotics and 
Prosthetics  at Strathclyde University where 
they took part in a series of workshops to 
find out about careers in this field.

S3 Biologists visited Edinburgh Zoo and 
took part in an animal handling class to learn 
more about biodiversity.
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This session’s Broad General Education Awards Ceremony took place on Thursday June 15th 
and celebrated the successes of our learners in S1, S2 and S3. It was an opportunity to ensure 
that all were able to be recognised regardless of academic ability or any additional support 
needs they may experience, as our awards recognise the contribution pupils make to the 
school’s vision: Learning, Achieving and Working Together. The contribution pupils make to 
the life of the school and the wider community were also highlighted.

The evening consisted of presentations from our Youth Philanthropy Initiative winners who 
spoke about the charity they represented, our Head Boy and Girl who reflected on their time 
at Renfrew High and Mr Burke who talked about the progress the school continues to make. 
There were also stunning performances from the cast of this year’s school show: We Will 
Rock You.

The evening was a great success with almost 150 pupils from S1 to S3 having their 
achievements celebrated by their friends and families, school staff and invited guests from 
the local community.

We are already looking forward to our Senior Phase Awards Ceremony on Thursday August 
31st where, along with recognising the contribution pupils make to the school vision, we will 
be congratulating the pupils who have attained academic excellence in their SQA exams.

BGE Awards Ceremony
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During activities week, our year group went on a trip to Flip Out, which was really 
good. It was the first time I had been so I was really looking forward to it. We got the 
bus in the morning and we would be back by lunch to do something else. When we 
arrived, there was so much to do! There were small and big trampolines, a foam pit, 
a dodgeball court, a football pitch and long trampolines where you could do multiple 
tricks after one another. There was a parkour part and also a ninja warrior course which 
was quite popular as you had to try and run up the warped wall at the end. We got to 
use all of these things for 2 hours and at the side we had water and juice as we were 
thirsty but I think it would have been good if we had a small break in between the 2 
hours because by the end we were quite tired.

Once our 2 hours were up, we got our lunch at the café. This was good because we 
were starving from all the jumping around. They gave us hot meals which was good 
as we didn’t need to bring our own lunch. The options were pizza, chicken nuggets, 
burgers or hotdogs and they all came with chips on the side. They also gave us drinks 
to go with our lunch. After everyone was finished their lunch we went back to the 
lockers to get our things and got back on the bus. Overall, I think the Flip Out trip 
was really great as everyone had a good time. The whole day was very successful and 
brilliant fun and I was happy that we got to go to Flip Out.

S1 Flip Out Trip
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On Sunday 21st  May 46 first to third year 
pupils headed to France accompanied by 
Mrs Peters, Mr Herdman, Mrs Strang, Mr 
Sagnier and Mrs Heron.

We took the overnight ferry from Hull to 
Zeebrugge followed by a day in Brugge, 
which included a trip on a canal boat and a 
visit to a chocolate factory, before heading 
to Paris.

We stayed in a Disney Hotel which meant 
we had dinner in Disney Village on our first 
night in Paris. On Tuesday we headed into 
Paris and started the day off with a visit to 
The Montparnasse Tower where we could 
see all of Paris. This was followed by a walk 
along the Seine from Notre Dame, a visit 
to the Louvre, to use the fanciest toilet in 
Paris before making our way to Place de 
Concorde and onto La Trocadero. We took 
time to cool off in the water fountain at La 
Trocadero before heading to The Arc de 
Triumphe before dinner in McDonalds.

On the Wednesday we had a day in 
Disneyland where we enjoyed all of the 
rides before heading back to Renfrew.

Paris Trip
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Duke of Edinburgh
This session has seen twenty-one of our S4-S6 pupils 
complete their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award.  All 
pupils have worked incredibly hard to achieve this award.  
Thank you to all staff and parents who have supported 
the pupils through this massive challenge.  Next session 
will see our Bronze award continue and for the first time 
we will be offering the Silver Award.  Well done and have 
a relaxing and mud free summer!!

Mrs Campbell

Bronze Award 
Andrew Brennan,Simone Bryson, Christy Campbell
Cristian Ciucu, Jessica Cook, Cameron Duff, Sherzah 
Jamal, Jack Kennedy, Lochlan Kennedy, Emma Kinnear 
Jonathan Law, Alison Lay, Emily Logue, Morgan 
McAdam, Graham McCormack, Thallia McGowan
Abbie Mowatt, Nathan Smith, Morgan Spiers
Sorcha Alcorn Stewart and Nathan Tsang.
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The Photography Club at Renfrew High School has been working on a project based on “Birds 
in Scotland.”  The pupils have worked extremely hard and have shown complete dedication 
to this brief.  The photographers wanted to capture artistic images which allow us to stop 
and full appreciate the true beauty of birds as in normal circumstances we just have to blink 
and they’re gone – Miss Bowie

“I have taken photos of an Eurasian blue tit and a European Robin.  Whilst taking the photos I 
enjoyed watching how the birds naturally acted.  Trying to get the right pose of the bird was 
very difficult as there was no way to tell what they where going to do.  When I was taking 
my pictures I tried to hide from the birds to try and get the most natural photo.  I think it is 
important to protect birds, as they are just lovely to look at. – Paul Shanks (S1)

“For this exhibition I have photographed a bird and sparrows.  I enjoyed trying to get close 
enough to get these photos without the birds flying away.  Getting the birds to stay still was 
definitely the hardest part of the challenge.  The birds were anything but relaxed when I was 
near, trying to get the photos.  I think it’s important for all birds to be protected because they 
have not harmed us in any way and I like others enjoy spotting different birds.  Not only birds 
but all wildlife should be protected.” – Stephen Spiers (S1)

“I have photographed multiple birds, including the swan and the very common starling.  I 
enjoyed taking these photographs as, especially in the swan’s case, it really makes you feel 
connected to nature and there is a huge satisfaction in capturing the perfect moment on 
camera.  The most difficult part of nature photography for me, is catching that flap of a 
wing or that moment when the birds head is tilted towards the sky.  Getting the birds to 
remain calm was not too tricky either, as this particular collection were mainly taken from a 
camera on a well placed tripod through my grandma’s glass doors leading to the garden.  It 
is important for us to look after our wildlife as birds are among the most beautiful things 
on the planet.  Personally I do not believe that it is in any way a good idea to 
destroy the natural beauty given to us.” – Alex McClure (S1)

S1 Photographers visit RSPB Lochwinnoch
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We Will Rock You!
On June 21st and 22nd, after many weeks 
of hard work and preparation, Renfrew 
High’s talented cast and crew brought their 
performance of  “We Will Rock You” to the 
stage.  Many parents, teachers and friends 
joined us on a journey 300 years into the 
future, to clap, sing, laugh and cheer along 
to the smash hit musical featuring the many 
hits of the rock band Queen.  The cast, band, 
backstage crew and tech team worked in 
harmony to produce what is surely one of 
the best productions ever at Renfrew High.
Despite the gruelling rehearsal schedule 
(including weekends!) and technical 
challenges of such a show, there is no 
question the commitment shown by all 
concerned truly paid off, resulting in a show 
that was literally “out of this world”!
This production would not have been 
possible without the dedication and 
enthusiasm shown by the staff and a 
special mention must go to Gordon Elliot 
who worked tirelessly on our production as 
Director and Choreographer, even though 
he actually moved on to pastures new after 
starring in our last production. He is a legend 
and we will all miss him so much!  Huge 
thanks also to Mrs Heron(who we must also 
say goodbye to sadly) and Mr Price for all 
their hard work.  We very much hope the 
enthusiastic large audiences enjoyed the 
show as much as we did performing it, and 
thanks for coming to support us!
 
Megan McCormick (S6)

RENFREW HIGH SCHOOL SHOW
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Coding Jam!
Congratulations to James, Josh and Jack 
who were the overall winners of the 2017 
West College Scotland’s Coding Challenge.

Head Boy & Head Girl!
Introducing our Head Boy and Head Girl for 

2017-18, Michael Sharp and Rebecca Irving.

SPORT
Rachel Muir (S1) won the Renfrewshire 
Schools Cross Country Championships by a 
wide margin in the event held at a windy and 
hilly course in Johnstone. She then followed 
this up by completing a track double gold 
medal performance over 300 metres and 
800 metres in the Renfrewshire track and 
field championships. In the same track and 
field championships Nethan Jayavinthan 
(S3) earned a well deserved bronze medal of 
100 metres. Both pupils were then selected 
to represent Renfrewshire in the Inter-
Authority Games.
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Euan Pringle (S3) continued his fine form 
on the water with a double gold medal 
performance in winning Gold medals in 
the 15 and 16 Quads Scottish Rowing 
Championships. 

Another Scottish Champion within the 
school  is S3 Grant Armstrong. Grant showed 
that he packs a punch and claimed the knock 
out prize of being hailed Scottish National 
Boxing champion for his weight.

Renfrew High’s tradition of producing top 
quality football players continued by having 
Liam McMenemy captain the Paisley and 
District under 15 squad to the Scottish Cup 
with victory over Perth and Kinross

Harry MacKay is another pupil whose 
sporting pursuits both in and out of school 
have continued to develop this year. Harry 
is a highly skilled performer in Karate and 
next week is off to compete internationally 
in Croatia.

Our new S2 had a fun filled day on June 14th 
when they took part in the PE dept’s Sports 
Day. All of S2 were involved and competed 
in 5 disciplines with the points being 
gathered and collated to result in an overall 
“House Winner”. The events were the 100 
Metre Sprint, 1 Lap race, 2 Lap race, Long 
Jump and Shot Putt. At the end of the day 
our grand winner was.......................FORTH 
HOUSE!! 

New Facilities
Our new atropitch was completed in April 
and the PE department has been busier than 
ever! Each year group from S1-S3 has access 
to a 7-a-side pitch and organised games 
each lunch time. The activity is completely 
pupil lead and has allowed pupils to work 
together as a year group to ensure it all 
works harmoniously.  It is amazing to see so 
many pupils choosing to spend their lunch 
time participating in physical activity. 
Long may it continue!






