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It has been such a busy, exciting and excellent start to session 17-18 that 
we decided we needed an extra mid-term newsletter to capture the 
activity. Read on for some detail relating to the wide range of events, 
activities, trips, clubs and projects our school community has been 
involved in recently which demonstrate excellence in achieving our 
vision for learning, achieving and working together.
 

It would be impossible to highlight everything, however some deserve a special mention:
        • from the new qualifications we are introducing, such as Media and Photography, to  
 the innovative work we are doing with our cluster schools, we continue to raise the bar
 • our attainment in 2017 was, overall, the best yet and yet another year-on-year   
 increase in most measures
 • Renfrew High led the way in the inagural Maths Week Scotland, presenting at   
 national events and engaging in creative, enjoyable learning activities across the school
 • our work to improve health and wellbeing is expanding, including the Hearty Lives  
 project which develops pupil leadership
 • we expanded our Awards events, enjoying our first highly successful Senior Phase  
 Awards Night in August
 • we’ve been getting some national attention as demonstrated by visits from Gillian  
 Hamilton, CEO of the Scottish College for Educational Leadership, Jamie Hepburn 
 MSP Minister for Employability and Skills, and our very own alumni Derek Mackay  
 MSP Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Constitution
 • we were recognised for the excellent work we have done in relation to developing 
 inclusion and positive relationships across the school when pupils and staff delivered  
 a workshop at the National Scottish Learning Festival at the SEC
 • we grew our Senior Pupil Leadership Team, who now have their own office space,  
 and S6 “Went Ape” in September
 • we hosted the Singing Children of Africa again and donated generously to their   
 charity @educatethekids – we have also recently supported Show Racism the Red  
 Card and Renfrewshire Foodbank through collections
 • we piloted, with huge success, an S3 Business Partnership Project with IntuBraehead 
 – more on this to come
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 And the pace doesn’t let up . . .
All our highly ambitious improvement work this year comes under the heading 
#ProjectAwesome. We are performing incredibly well as a school, but can do even better, 
and we have pupils, staff, parents and partners with ideas, drive and enthusiasm to make 
things happen.
 
One particular area of #ProjectAwesome to highlight is that we will be looking for the 
support of the whole school community as we embark on our first trip to Malawi in summer 
2018. There will be many other exciting events between now and Christmas and I hope to 
see you along at some of them.
Best wishes,

Billy Burke
Head Teacher
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It has been a really busy start to our year as Head Boy and Head Girl. August to October 
has flown by as we have been involved in lots of different things. We have presented at the 
Senior Awards ceremony, organised and run the S1 Welcome event, took part in the ‘Go 
Ape ‘ challenge and if that wasn’t scary enough presented ( alongside Mr Burke and Miss 
Calderwood) at the Scottish Learning Festival. We even managed to fit in a few classes here 
and there too! We are enjoying our new role enormously and look forward to opportunities 
and experiences that lie ahead.

Rebecca Irving & Michael Sharp (Front Middle)

Head Boy & Head Girl
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Maths Week
Maths week here at Renfrew High was a 
great success. It was a fantastic opportunity 
for us, both as a department and a school 
to raise the profile of mathematics. Our aim 
was to create a range of exciting activities 
for all our pupils to engage in, with a view 
to increasing not only their enjoyment of 
mathematics, but to help create a positive 
mindset towards the subject (a ‘we can do 
maths’ attitude so to speak). 

These ranged from the excellent ‘Maths 
wi nae borders’ competition, to building a 
huge suspension bridge, to our senior pupils 
helping lead activities with our cluster 
primary. All in all, a lot of mathematical fun 
was had and we can’t wait for maths week 
2018.

Lessons from Auschwitz Project
 
Earlier last week, two S6 pupils Georgia Tollan and Leigh Smith) took part in the Lessons from 
Auschwitz project. This involved them taking part in a series of seminars which gave them an 
insight into the Holocaust. They then participated in a one day visit to Krakow, Poland. Here 
they were given the opportunity to visit two concentration camps. They were given a tour 
around Auschwitz 1 and Birkenau. Both pupils learned about the history of the camps and 
what millions of people went through inside them. The full horror of what happened inside 
the camps was made very clear to both girls. The pupils will now organise and run a series 
of events to share their learning with others. This will involve working with primary pupils, 
talking at school assemblies and becoming involved in fundraising work.

Georgia Tollan
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WE’RE ON TWITTER!

BRONZE & SILVER AWARDS
STARTING NOW
www.dofe.org
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The English Department, along with our new librarian Mr Dunlop, ran a competition for all S1 
and S2 classes. The challenge was to write their own poem around the theme of ‘Freedom’. 
The standard was very high and the judging panel - consisting of Mr Dunlop, Mr McIntosh, 
Mrs Kirkwood, Mr Clark and Mr Burke - had a very tough job on their hands to decide the 
winners. Eventually, a decision was reached and the following pupils came out on top:

S1: Toby Yuill, Grant Snadden and Adam Burns
S2: Gemma McKay, Abigail Philp and Abbie Russell
Overall class winners for effort and enthusiasm: 1C1

Congratulations to all the winners and to everyone who took part. Keep your eyes peeled for 
our next competition which is running this month where S1 pupils will be writing their own 
poem about school with the chance of winning a tour of the Tunnocks Factory!

National Poetry Day - 28th September
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RMPS Trip to
Kelvinside Academy
On the 11th of December, Ms Anderson is 
taking her S5/6 RMPS class to an event at 
Kelvinside Academy in Glasgow to enhance 
their understanding of the course. The pupils 
will learn more about the different areas of 
RMPS and have the opportunity to discuss 
the burning issues in today’s society with 
pupils from around the country.

S1 Pantomime Trip
This year, the English and RMPS Faculty are 
running a trip to see Sleeping Beauty at the 
King’s Theatre in Glasgow in December. 

Thank you to Ms Thomas and Ms Anderson 
for leading this , tickets will be on sale soon 
and will be priced at £1o!

The UCAS information evening took place on Wednesday September 13th. Parents and 
Senior pupils who are intending on applying to University this year were invited to come 
along to gain an insight into the process of applying for University successfully. Mrs Kirkwood 
gave parents and pupils an overview of how Renfrew High supports its young people through 
this process and Sarah Docherty of Strathclyde University spoke to parents and learners 
about  the importance of course choice and the mechanics of writing an effective personal 
statement. 

After the formal part of the evening parents Mrs Kirkwood and Ms Docherty
were on hand to answer questions and queries over coffee.
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Gillian Hamilton, Chief Executive of SCEL spent an excellent afternoon in Renfrew High School 
on Wednesday September 13th engaging with leaders from all over our school community. 
After spending some time discussing effective leadership with the Senior Leadership Team 
Gillian invested her time discussing all things leadership with our Pupil Leadership team. 

Our Pupil Team impressed Gillian with their understanding of the difference between 
management and leadership and the fact they saw their role as both a learning experience 
and a responsibility. Our Learners were equally impressed with Gillian. Georgia Tollan (House 
Captain) commented,’ I thought it was great she spent so much time in us. She didn’t treat us 
like children but like the young adults we are. I also loved the story of her pink hair. I thought 
it was great she made us see you don’t have to change who you are to be a leader.’ Rebecca 
Irving (Head Girl)agreed, ‘Gillian Hamilton was a very sincere woman who inspired me and 
the rest of of the Pupil Leadership team to think deeply about what it takes to be a leader.
She reminded us to be ourselves and not to be afraid of change and doing something new.’

Gillian ended her time in Renfrew High by leading a session with a wide group of staff.  The 
importance of leadership at all levels and its connection to creating improved outcomes 
for young people  was discussed as was creating a culture where leadership can thrive and 
develop. Building Leadership Capacity was a key theme of the visit. Gillian left the school 
with an extremely positive impression of how leadership is being developed in every aspect 
of school life.

Gillian Hamilton Visit
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S1 French Breakfast
All of our S1 pupils were invited to ‘le 
petit dejeuner français’ on the morning 
of Monday 9th October. Pupils had been 
practising their French food vocabulary to 
order their food with our Advanced Higher 
French pupils on hand to help serve them. 
Some of the delicious food on offer was 
typical French baguettes smothered in jam 
and Nutella, pain au chocolat, croissants 
and jus d’orange. All pupils had a great time!
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All new first year pupils were given the chance to come along and participate in fun and 
games with their peers at the S1 Welcome Event Party 2017. There were high expectations 
of the event and it certainly lived up to its hype. The pupils were able to enjoy the decadence 
of the booming social area thanks to Scott Watson and Ross Hunter who were responsible 
for the night’s music and creating a buzzing party vibe. 

Many of our Seniors pupils as well as a wide variety of teachers and support staff were 
involved in ensuring the night was a great success. Games such as ‘Beat the Goalie,’ went 
down a treat. Even Mr Malcolm couldn’t resist having a turn between the sticks. ‘Limbo’ 
brought the moves of  everyone on to the dance floor and the evening ended with , arguably 
its highlight – ‘Soak the Teacher’. Head Girl, Rebecca Irving and House Captains Sorcha 
Alcorn and Megan Caruth kindly volunteered to join Mr Burke and Ms Kourepini on the hot ( 
or should I say wet) seats. 

All in all the event was a great success in ensuring all who attended had a great time and in 
establishing positive relationships between our younger pupils with each other and between 
S1 and their S6 Counterparts. On behalf of everyone involved behind the scenes I would like 
to thank everyone who attended. I hope you enjoyed it.

Michael Sharp

S1 Welcome Event
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ENGINEERS
S1-S3 @ wednesday lunchtime 

to sign up see mrs campbell

BE PART OF THIS YEARS
RENFREW HIGH’s TEAM AND 
TAKE PART IN THE NATIONAL 
LEGO ROBOTICS ChallengE 

• learn programming
• play with lego
• compete nationally

you got it?
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This term 32 new pupil MVP mentors underwent a 
very successful two-day training session delivered 
by our staff MVP trainers. These new S5 and S6 
pupils volunteered to continue to lead in this very 
effective programme that we launched in the 
school last year. The Mentors in Violence Prevention 
Programme (MVP) is an approach to gender 
violence and bullying prevention. The MVP Programme makes use of young people within the school to act 
as peer mentors who deliver MVP sessions to younger peers in the school. The pupil mentors will work with 
our S1 and S2 classes during this session. Good luck for the session to our brilliant new mentors.

Mentors in Violence Prevention
Building relationships, supporting learning

CLASSROOMS FOR MALAWI – JUNE 2018
We are currently in the process of planning an expedition to Malawi in June 2018. The 
expedition will be led by Mrs Ferrier and we will be taking approximately 12 S6 pupils.  Whilst 
in Malawi, we will be undertaking a project with the Classrooms for Malawi organisation 
where we will spend approximately 4-5 days helping to renovate classrooms.  We will then 
have approximately 7-8 days for some rest and relaxation!  During this time, pupils will be 
able to experience a variety of activities ranging from kayaking to mountain climbing to 
sunbathing on a beach!
  
We will be starting to fundraise for the expedition very soon in order to help support 
pupils to pay for the trip.  Please look out for our fundraising activities – we will welcome 
all contributions, no matter how large or small.  We hope that this will be a tremendous 
experience for all those involved and we appreciate any support that you can give.

TOMORROW’S
ENGINEERS
S1-S3 @ wednesday lunchtime 

to sign up see mrs campbell

BE PART OF THIS YEARS
RENFREW HIGH’s TEAM AND 
TAKE PART IN THE NATIONAL 
LEGO ROBOTICS ChallengE 

• learn programming
• play with lego
• compete nationally

you got it?



16

LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER

A group of 12 S3 pupils recently participated in a business project with Intu Breahead, they 
were put into groups and asked to generate an idea to encourage more 12-16 years olds to 
visit the shopping centre.

This project was a great experience and 
I enjoyed it because we were working in 
groups to deadline. I was part of the winning 
team. Our event was called Sumo Wipeout. 
In Sumo Wipeout you run a Wipeout course 
whilst dressed in a Sumo Suit. It is an exciting 
project and a great opportunity that will 
allow us to plan, prepare and run our event 
at Intu Braehead. Jack Arbuckle S3

I would like to say to Intu Braehead thank 
you for this amazing business opportunity!
Cara said, “I felt excited to be part of this, I 
loved working in a proper business team. It 
let me show my leadership skills, and I can’t 
wait to be part of a real events team at Intu 
Braehead!” Cara Jordan S3

Intu Business
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Mrs McColl, Employability Coordinator said:
“An exceptional experience all round. What 
started as a discussion became a reality 
beyond expectations. Thank you to Intu 
Braehead for their time, effort, hospitality 
and wealth of experience. Not only did our 
S3 pupils experience the world of work in 
real life; they are now going to be part of it 
in full technicolour, when they organise and 
manage the winning event alongside the 
Management team at Braehead! I cannot 
wait! Our young people have been given a 
glimpse into their possible future success, I 
am so excited to see how their employment 
future unfolds. I am just so proud of Renfrew 
High’s young people!”

Billy Burke, Head Teacher, said:
This pilot project with our partners at 
Intu Braehead exceeded our hopes and 
expectations. The young people embraced 
and relished the opportunity to work in the 
business world and the staff team were 
superb with them.
I am really grateful to all involved – they 
have helped create the model for the future 
expansion of the project, and have set the 
bar very high indeed!
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Seniors Go Ape!
S6 have recently enjoyed taking part in a team 
building day at Go Ape in Aberfoyle.  The trip 
saw us pushed out of our comfort zones; zip 
lining above the treetops; swinging through 
the branches and climbing at extreme 
heights.  The thrilling experience allowed 
us to build on our team working skills and 
brought us closer together as a year group 
as we encouraged each other to test our 
limits, conquer our fears and tackle all of the 
both physically and mentally challenging 
activities.  Of course, the main focus of the 
day was to have fun!  Both teachers and 
pupils had a blast and thoroughly enjoyed 
the day out.

Many thanks to all of the teachers who 
organised the Go Ape trip and who came 
along to encourage us throughout the day.  
It proved to be a fantastic experience and a 
wild day out!
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Monday Lunchtime
Badminton    with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall
Junk Couture Fashion  with Ms Gardner    in the Art Department
Photography   with Ms Bowie    in the Art Department
Music Club    with Mr Price    in the Music Department

Monday After School
Football    with Mr Malcolm    on the Astro
Dance    with Ms Gallacher    in the Dance Studio
Netball    with Ms Martin    in the Games Hall
School Band   with Mr Price    in the Music Department

Tuesday Lunchtime
Charities Committee  with Mrs Ito     in History Room 2
School Choir   with Mr Price    in Music Room 2

Tuesday After School
Gymnastics Club   with Ms Gallacher     in the Dance Studio

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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Thursday Lunchtime
School Choir   with Mr Price    in Music Room 2
Eco School & Fair Trade  with Mrs Kourepini and Senior Pupils in Lab 1

Thursday After School
Basketball    with Mr Milligan    in the Games Hall

Friday Lunchtime
School Band   with Mr Price    in the Music Department
S1 & S2 Football   with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall

Also, look out for…
Rights Respecting Schools with Mr Conway
S1toS3 Creative Writing  with Ms Thomas
…see these teachers for more info!

Wednesday Lunchtime
Film Club    with Mr Campbell    in English Room 5
S1 & S2 Dodgeball   with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall
Graphic Design   with Mr Corr     in the Art Department
S1 Science Club   with Dr McLean    in Lab7
S1 to S3 Lego Robotics  with Ms Campbell and Mrs Ferrier in ICT 1

Wednesday After School
PE Club    with Mr Thomson and Mr Roache in the PE Department

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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Football Teams
The football season has begun for all year 
groups and we’re off to a flyer! In particular 
the S1/2 girls, S1 boys and S5/6 boys who are 
all still undefeated at the time of writing.

Senior Volleyball Team
S4 boys volleyball team worked tirelessly 
to bridge the age (and height!) difference 
between themselves and S5/6 pupils of 
other Renfrewshire schools and got their 
reward by signing off with a win in their final 
game at a recent Active Schools event held 
in our games hall.

Netball Team
The S2 girls netball team played in their 
first ever fixture against Trinity, putting in 
a strong performance but coming up just 
short in the end. Training is every Monday 
night with Ms McNaughton and Ms Martin, 
new members welcome!

Renfrewshire School of Sport Education
Huge congratulations to the 7 S5 pupils 
who were successful in being accepted to 
the Active Schools’ Renfrewshire School 
of Sport Education. We’re positive they’ll 
flourish.

Senior Sports Leaders
Strong start to the year for the senior Sports 
Leaders; all have been leading sessions 
confidently after working with Active 
Schools’ Andrew Mitchell, some have been 

accepted to the Renfrewshire School of 
Sport Education, and some have already 
refereed school football matches. After 
the October week they step it up again and 
deliver sport sessions to primary pupils. 
Keep up the good work guys!

RHS Hearty Lives Programme
Huge ‘thank you’ and ‘well done’ to the 
S4 Hearty Lives helpers who have helped 
organise and run the S1 Hearty Lives day 
and also been involved in taking lunchtime 
clubs. Big contributions to the school 
community from them.

Extracurricular Clubs
The PE department would also like to 
thank all the pupils who have been turning 
up after school in their droves and making 
the PE department’s after school clubs 
exceptionally busy this year.
Clubs reminder…
Monday – Football, Dance, Netball
Tuesday – Gymnastics
Wednesday – Turn up and choose!
Thursday – Basketball
See the PE staff for extra info.

SPORT
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S2 Under 14s Football
Renfrew 3-4 Gryffe High

In the first league match of the season, 
the under-14s narrowly lost to Gryffe High 
School. The match was end-to-end in the 
first half with Renfrew creating the most 
chances but failing to put them all away. In 
the second half, Gryffe opened up a two goal 
lead to go 4-2 up but we brought it back to 
4-3 with ten minutes left. Despite a wave 
of pressure for the final parts of the match, 
we couldn’t get the equaliser. However, the 
boys should be immensely proud of their 
efforts and confidence is high going into the 
next match.

Team
Kyle Parr

Derren Adam
Scott Arbuckle
Ryan Carlton
Scott Nash

Andrew Sweeney (MOTM)

Andrew Feeney
Monjeed Akinpelu

Aiden Butler
Zak McGowan

Jack Scott
Ben Smith (2)

Josh Jeyavinthan
Steven Lundie

Nathan Patrick (1)
Jordan Collins.
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During October we were very fortunate 
to receive a visit from former pupil and 
current Scottish Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and The Constitution, Derek 
Mackay. Derek was here to meet with 
Mr.Burke and Paul McNeill (West Region 
Manger of the Scottish FA) to listen and 
learn about the fantastic programme we 
operate here via our School of Football. 
The Schools of Football develop the social 
and academic skills of boys and girls during 
their first and second year of high school. 
Many skills developed within a football environment are transferable to school work and 
social situations. Communication, following instructions, creativity and problem solving 
are amongst the skills developed when learning to play football, and can also be applied in 
classroom situations, in the playground, at home or in the street.

Derek then paid a visit around the school before venturing out in the rain to observe an 
ongoing S2 coaching session being led by our designated SFA coach Michael McCahill. 
Before ending his time with us Derek took some time to sit and discus the impact of the 
programme with both past and present School of Football participants. They discussed what 
the positive impacts were and how they felt about their journey through being involved with 
such an innovative programme.

School of Football


