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2017 was an excellent year for Renfrew High School. Pupils, staff, 
parents and partners worked hard together to continue the upwards 
improvement trend we have enjoyed over the last several years.
Outcomes for our learners have been the best yet in terms of attainment, 
wider achievement, and positive destinations for those who moved on 
from school last year.

Another extremely pleasing aspect of our achievements last year was 
the increase in rich learning opportunities in classrooms and beyond, 
and for this I am extremely grateful to my staff.

2018 will bring new challenges and opportunities for us all. It is the Year of Young People in Scotland, 
and that fits in with our ambition of making Renfrew High the best place to go to School.
 
I look forward to continuing the journey in leading our great school forward.
Best Wishes

Billy Burke
Head Teacher 

A massive well done to Mrs Ferrier and the group of pupils 
involved in the Classrooms for Malawi trip for their hard 
work fundraising ahead of their trip to Malawi in June of 
this year. 

A huge thank you to all who have donated so far.  The 
fundraising is ongoing, so please make sure to get 
involved and support  the pupils in reaching their target.
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Renfrew on the Radio
During Book Week Scotland, pupils at 
Renfrew High took to the airwaves on BBC 
Radio Scotland’s Good Morning Scotland to 
talk books and all things reading - broadcast 
on Saturday 2nd December.   

A big well done to Holly MacPhee, Drew 
McAllister, Kirstie Downs, Emma Crawford 
and Adam Plavarajs for a great insight into 
teen reading habits.  

Seasons Readings
During the festive period, Renfrew High, 
in partnership with the Scottish Book Trust 
and Waterstones Braehead celebrated ‘The 
Gift of Reading’, by gifting a book each day 
during Advent to lucky pupils.
 
Over the course of the 2017-18 school year, 
Renfrew High is one of six schools nationwide 
embarking on the First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge pilot scheme for secondary 
schools - supported by the Scottish Book 
Trust.  The concept of First Minister’s 
Reading Challenge is to raise awareness 
and provide a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ culture 
amongst a teen demographic, across the 
school and wider community.

As part of this project, funding has been 
generously donated by the Scottish Book 
Trust, together with a discounted price from 
Waterstones Braehead to purchase books 
and gifts across Advent - and raise awareness 
‘Reading for Pleasure’ at Renfrew High.
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On Friday 3rd November six first year students went on a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) trip.
 
At around 9.00am we arrived at Clyde College, Cardonald where the event was taking 
place. After arriving, we were shown to a lecture hall where we spent half an hour listening 
to speakers from industry and getting to know the leaders of the groups. The boys were 
assigned to group N which did DNA, Childcare and Minecraft. The girls were assigned to 
group O which did Coding, DNA and Maths. After doing the first workshop the students, 
along with those from other schools had a break for lunch. They then continued with their 
specified workshops. During DNA instruction the girls extracted the DNA of a strawberry 
and they also discovered that textile in fashion uses maths, all the girls enjoyed measuring 
mannequins. After the workshops, we were taken back to the lecture hall where we were 
thanked for going to the college to take part in the STEM workshop. 

We are all thankful we had the opportunity to go on the trip and really enjoyed the practical 
activities.

Drew McAllister 1T2

S1 STEM Visit
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BRONZE & SILVER AWARDS
STARTING NOW
www.dofe.org

keep up to date
with each faculty on 

Twitter

@renfrew_high

@renfrewmaths

@ArtsRhs

@RenfrewScience

@rhstechnologies

@RHS_Eng

@RHSocialSubject

@RenfrewHighHWB

@RHSEmploy

@PESTRenfrew

@RhsModlangs.
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On Thursday 23rd November a number of S5/S6 students who study French were taken to 
a French restaurant in Bearsden called ‘Beaumartin-The Cottage’ by Mrs Bewick and Mr 
Sagnier.

The restaurant was a wonderful place and very welcoming. The chef gave us a main meal, 
dessert and drink. The main meal was a mixed plate of snails, still in their shells cooked in 
garlic, frogs legs, beef stew, chicken in a peppercorn sauce, 
and potato dauphinoise. For dessert we had a selection 
of chocolate desserts all smothered in chocolate sauce- 
perfect sweetness!

The main meal was delicious- the snails did look a bit weird 
and we had to prise them out their shells with a toothpick. 
They still tasted very nice. The frogs legs tasted like fish to 
me but everyone else said they tasted like chicken.  The 
potatoes were delightful.

We had to try and order in French and the chef spoke to 
us in French as he had been a chef in Paris for many years. 
We all had a great afternoon and would really recommend 
the restaurant.

Senior Pupils sample French cuisine
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In December the whole of S2 travelled through to the Capital for a journey through time at 
Dynamic Earth as part of their Earth Forces topic in Geography!
It started with a journey on a time machine back to the Big Bang, through volcanic history, 
into the Ice Age, ending with a ‘flight’ through the biomes of the earth and real snow. After 
lunch they then experienced life as an astronaut in the Showdome! All quite an adventure! 
One pupil said, “This trip was amazing. I thought we were just going to a normal museum, I 
had no idea it would be this exciting! I cannot wait to learn more about our planet.”

What a Dynamic Adventure!

S4 have Careers in mind
At the beginning of December all of S4 
attended the Skills Development Scotland 
careers event at the SEC. This gave them 
the opportunity to talk to potential 
employers, colleges, and universities to find 
out pathways and opportunities available to 
them. Not only that, but they also managed 
to ‘bag’ themselves numerous ‘freebies’ 
from the various stands exhibiting! Great 
plans made, new paths found, great futures 
ahead!
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S2 – S6 Curriculum and Careers Evening

Thank you to all who exhibited, hosted, entertained and participated at our Curriculum and 
Careers Evening. The feedback forms and parental / student engagement all confirmed a 
highly enjoyable, worthwhile and informative evening. Even though Storm Caroline was at 
her worst, Renfrew High parents, students, employers, and educators were happy to leave 
the comfort of their cosy homes to participate in the event at the school!

On the night parent and pupils were given the opportunity to hear from our Head Teacher 
Mr Burke, then were set free to wander and discuss option choices, career options, and 
employability opportunities with a variety of colleges, universities, employers, employability 
professionals, and the vast knowledge of our very own Renfrew High Staff. 

Each faculty within the school was available on the night to answer questions – whether it 
was about option choices, course content, or simply to have the chance to speak with the 
departments more informally.

The evening helped to take the ‘unknown’ out of the future, and take the panic out of ‘option 
choices’. Of course not to forget a little bit of Christmas cheer was brought from the Malawi 
Tuck shop team who were selling their favourite sweet treats to raise funds for their trip this 
year.

Last but not least - well done to Lochlan Kennedy from S5 who was the winner of the massive 
box of Heroes! 
Thank you again to all involved.
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On Friday 8th December, the teachers from 
the English department and others around 
the school took all of our S1 pupils to see 
the pantomime “Sleeping Beauty” at the 
Kings Theatre in Glasgow. Mr McIntosh 
from the English department said the show 
was “very entertaining, and on the whole it 
was a very enjoyable day out for the pupils, 
as well as the staff!”

S1 Trip to the Panto

Christmas Choir

St Andrews Day

On Monday 11th December the choir went 
to the Paisley Centre and performed a 
medley of Christmas songs, raising money 
for Ronald McDonald House in Glasgow and 
bringing some early Christmas cheer to the 
afternoon shoppers.

In November all of first year took part in a St 
Andrews Day IDL project. Each week during 
the month of November they completed 
different tasks in different departments 
looking at all things Scottish. In ICT they did 
some research on the ST Andrew himself, 
they then moved on to Art where they had 
the opportunity to design and create their 
own bunting which was put on display in 
the PE department and in Home Economics 
they showed off their baking skills by 
creating Tantallan cakes. The closing of the 
project was held in PE where they all took 
part in a Highland Games that tested that 
strength, speed, agility and team work.  
Huge well done to all pupils and thanks to 
all departments who helped along the way!!
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Renfrew Residents 
Christmas Event
During the Christmas period, a group of 
pupils and teachers organised a Christmas 
tea dance for the elderly at Renfrew High 
School. Beverages, music and games 
featured throughout in order to encourage 
the Christmas spirit. The experience was 
enjoyable, as it was nice to see various 
different members of our local community 
come together and celebrate this special 
time of year. Pupils created a quiz, which 
tested everybody’s Christmas knowledge, 
and participated in some dancing along 
with some of the elderly visitors. Holding 
this sort of event is extremely important, 
especially at that time of year, as Christmas 
can sometimes be filled with loneliness for 
many. Being able to participate in the tea 
dance was really rewarding as it is always 
nice when Renfrew High comes together 
with the wider community to have some 
fun!

Leigh Smith & The Senior Leadership Team

P7 Open evening
On Tuesday November 7th Renfrew High 
hosted our annual P7 Open evening. Over 
one hundred families attended the event. A 
short introduction to the life of the school 
by Mr Burke and Mrs Kirkwood was followed 
by an insight into the S1 experience as told 
by two of our S1 pupils : Rebecca Hutchison 
and Robbie Fowler who spoke confidently 
about their transition to secondary school.

Families were then given a taste of life 
at Renfrew High by visiting Faculties and 
experiencing first  hand  the learning 
experiences enjoyed by S1 pupils. Families 
took part in experiments in Science,   painting 
in Art,  producing key rings in Technical,  
participating in numerous activities ( 
including trampolining / dance /basketball) 
in PE; using the interactive language pods 
in Modern Languages and taking part in a 
specially designed Maths Treasure Hunt. 

There was also an opportunity to chat 
with staff and pupils from Social Subjects, 
English, Music , Technologies and Pupil 
Support  in the social area.

Our Senior Prefect team ensured the 
evening ran smoothly by guiding groups to 
the various locations around the school and 
providing tea and coffee in the Social Area.
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Open Mic Night
The annual Open Mic Night took place 
on Thursday the 10th of November in the 
school’s social area providing budding 
musical superstars with the chance to 
perform and show their talents to friends 
and family, those in attendance described 
the event as a fun, entertaining and 
enjoyable evening. The Open Mic Night 
will be on roughly the same time next year 
- we hope you will attend, support some 
great charitable causes, and perhaps even 
perform a number yourself!
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The Snowball took place in Renfrew Town Hall on Tuesday December 19th. This was an event 
for Senior Phase pupils: a chance to have  a good time before the pressures of practice exams 
were thrust upon them. It was an amazing night which brought the year groups together. 
The boys were suited and booted and the girls looked fantastic in their Snowball attire. 

Everyone was dancing all night and having a laugh with their friends. For the Sixth Years it 
was an extremely enjoyable last Snowball at Renfrew High. 

The tuck shop, available on the evening, raised funds for the Classrooms for Malawi project 
which will see S6 pupils from Renfrew High visiting Malawi to help renovate and restore 
educational facilities in Malawi.

Snowball 2018
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Last spring Mr Price and a group of S1 pupils 
attended the final of the Show Racism The 
Red Card Competition at Hampden Park.  
The prize the school received after coming 
second in their category of this nationwide 
competition was a set of complimentary 
tickets to attend a Celtic Home Game.  So 
on December the 2nd Mr Price, Mr Corr and 
Mrs Duncan led a trip to Celtic Park to see 
Celtic take on Motherwell in the SPL.  21 
pupils from across all year groups attended 
the trip and everyone greatly enjoyed the 
experience, even if some of our pupils 
were a little disappointed with the 5-1 final 
scoreline.  A tremendous atmosphere added 
to the special occasion and the school very 
much hopes to repeat their success in this 
Competition in 2018.

Show Racism The Red Card

A voice for young people
Last year in March I was elected as a Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament. This came 
with many duties and tasks along the way. Every Wednesday, I attend Renfrewshire Youth 
Voice, a charity that is entirely ran by young people located in Paisley- we are currently on the 
hunt for more members. I was fortunately elected as a project director for a very successful 
awards ceremony that took place last November, I had received a lot of amazing feedback 
about it and I can’t wait to host it again at the end of 2018. As this year is the Year of Young 
People, I have started to organise an event to hold in our school for all of Renfrew High 
school’s young people and hopefully that will also be a success. As an MSYP, I have built my 
confidence and made so many new friends, I would definitely encourage people to go for it 
next year once my term ends! 

Maria Alam - MSYP
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Monday Lunchtime
Badminton    with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall
Junk Couture Fashion  with Ms Gardner    in the Art Department
Photography   with Ms Bowie    in the Art Department
Music Club    with Mr Price    in the Music Department

Monday After School
Football    with Mr Malcolm    on the Astro
Dance    with Ms Gallacher    in the Dance Studio
Netball    with Ms Martin    in the Games Hall
School Band   with Mr Price    in the Music Department

Tuesday Lunchtime
Charities Committee  with Mrs Ito     in History Room 2
School Choir   with Mr Price    in Music Room 2

Tuesday After School
Gymnastics Club   with Ms Gallacher     in the Dance Studio

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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Thursday Lunchtime
School Choir   with Mr Price    in Music Room 2
Eco School & Fair Trade  with Mrs Kourepini and Senior Pupils in Lab 1

Thursday After School
Basketball    with Mr Milligan    in the Games Hall

Friday Lunchtime
School Band   with Mr Price    in the Music Department
S1 & S2 Football   with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall

Also, look out for…
Rights Respecting Schools with Mr Conway
S1toS3 Creative Writing  with Ms Thomas
…see these teachers for more info!

Wednesday Lunchtime
Film Club    with Mr Campbell    in English Room 5
S1 & S2 Dodgeball   with Ms Martin and S4 pupils  in the Games Hall
Graphic Design   with Mr Corr     in the Art Department
S1 Science Club   with Dr McLean    in Lab7
S1 to S3 Lego Robotics  with Ms Campbell and Mrs Ferrier in ICT 1

Wednesday After School
PE Club    with Mr Thomson and Mr Roache in the PE Department

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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In November, our S1-S6 badminton 
enthusiasts took part in the Renfrewshire 
schools badminton championships run 
by Active Schools and Renfrewshire 
Leisure. Renfrew High’s active schools 
co-ordinator, Andrew Mitchell, took the 
pupils to the On X in Linwood to compete 
in three separate competitions, an S1-
S2 event, an S3-S4 event, and an S5-S6 
event. 

The competition was high and some great 
matches were hard fought right to the 
end. Our pupils did very well, and even 
managed to claim three victories, as well 
as several quarter and semi-finalists. Mr 
Mitchell said: “All pupils did exceptionally 
well and were a credit to the school”. Well 
done to everyone who took part!

Renfrew High’s winners:

Scott Arbuckle  S1-S2 boys
Sophie McGoldrick  S3-S4 girls   
Ellie Macdonald  S5-S6 girls

SPORT

Hearty Lives
Ms Martin’s Hearty Lives Heroes, made up of 
S5 pupils, continue to do an awesome job of 
promoting healthy living in RHS. They have 
been delivering theory based classroom 
lessons and their smoothies continue to be 
second to none!
Thanks for reading about the successes of 
our pupils. We look forward to sharing more 
with you in the next RHS newsletter.
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Senior Sports Leaders
The Senior Sports Leaders put in to practice 
the skills they had been honing in class and 
delivered a 4 week block of physical activity 
sessions to Arkleston primary pupils. The 
teachers and pupils (who were a pleasure 
to host) of Arkleston praised the Sports 
Leaders highly. They continue to be a credit 
to the PE department and school.

Archery
The school’s top archer Linda Lay (S3) was 
back to winning ways in the Renfrewshire 
schools archery competition recently where 
she took gold.

Rowing
Team Pringle (Abby and Ewen) have 
been performing splendidly in rowing 
competition this year. In October, Ewen 
won the U16 national rowing head race, and 
Abby became a world record holder for the 
1000m indoor event.

Hockey
The junior and senior hockey teams have 
been in action again in outdoor and indoor 
competition. The senior team continue to 
impress against older and more experienced 
opposition in their section and the juniors 
came 2nd at the Renfrewshire indoor 
competition.
Special mention to Fraser Rundell (S3) to 
was selected for the Renfrewshire schools 
hockey team and played in the 3-1 win in the 
Aspire Cup semi-final.

S1 Inter House Sports Competition
The S1 pupils of Tay, Forth and Clyde house 
did battle in the first inter house sports 
competition of the year in a range of sports 
including handball, football, netball and 
gymnastics. Tay house emerged winners.

Basketball
The S1/2 basketball team performed 
admirably at the Renfrewshire schools 
competition under the leadership of S3 
veterans Cara Nish and Cammy Lamont. 
Basketball club runs every Thursday and 
new members are always welcome.

Road Race
RHS faired very well at the Renfrewshire 
Road Race. In the S1 section our girls came 
3rd, in the S2 section our girls came 1st, and 
in the S3 section our boys came 3rd. Great 
effort from all those involved.

Volleyball
Our senior volleyball team have climbed to 
joint top in the Renfrewshire schools league 
after adding some experience from S5.

Football
Our junior girls’ team are top of the 
Renfrewshire schools league.
The S1 boys are still competing in the 
Scottish Cup and progressed to the next 
group section of the S1 league.
The rest of the boys’ teams now turn their 
attention to the hunt for glory in the St 
Mirren Cup.


