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The first few months of 2018 have passed in a flash amid the usual busy 
learning activities, however we also had a visit from Inspectors from 
Education Scotland in February! I am looking forward to sharing the 
outcome with you when this is published in the next few weeks. It will 
contain some very positive messages in support of the work we are doing 
to support and develop our young people through learning, achieving 
and working together.

As ever, there has been lots going on. If you do not already, please 
follow us on twitter to keep updated on a daily basis about our work and achievements. This 
newsletter picks out a few of the highlights for you. Enjoy!

 Best wishes

Billy Burke
Head Teacher 

To the class of 2018, what a successful and talented group we are and what we have achieved 
should be looked back on with great pride.  I’m sure I can speak on behalf of the whole year 
group that the skills and qualities we have developed throughout our six years at RHS and that 
they will prepare us for whatever life throws at us.  The honour of fulfilling the role as Head 
Boy is something the I am very grateful for and the support and hard work from classmate, 
in particular the senior leadership team, as well as the staff throughout the entire school 
should not be underestimated and will not be taken for granted.  Thank you to everyone who 
has made my time as Head Boy and my time at RHS very memorable.

Message from the Head Boy
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Mrs Davidson in our maths department was delighted to play a part in raising positive 
awareness for World Down’s Syndrome Day alongside her 5 year old son, Ruairidh. The 50 
mums | 50 kids | 1 extra chromosome carpool karaoke video involved 50 mums from designer 
genes Facebook group and their children with Down’s syndrome born in the years 2013/14 
and inspired by two ladies from “singing hands”. They wanted to break down outdated public 
perceptions of the condition and show everyone that they wouldn’t change a thing. 

With over 18 million views, retweets by James Corden, Christina Perri and Phillip Schofield to 
name a few and shown on TV in UK, America and many other countries, they have certainly 
achieved that! Pupils were excited to spot their maths teacher shown on ITV news, this 
morning and the one show.
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In March, School Leaders Scotland (the professional association for head teachers  - of 
which Mr Burke is the Vice-President) hosted a visit by a group of educators from Holland. 
Following a session with the members of the SLS Presidential team the group were taken to 
four secondary schools around the country in Dundee, Glasgow and here at Renfrew High.

Three members of the visiting group enjoyed a tour of the school, led by pupils, and spoke 
with various staff and learners. They spent time with Mr Burke and members of the senior 
leadership team, and enjoyed lunch in our canteen. They were very interested in how young 
people in Scotland engage with education, and were very impressed by the opportunities 
they receive in the school. Like all visitors to the school, they picked up on the positive, caring 
ethos of the school and the excellent relationships through the whole community.

Visit by Dutch School Leaders
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Here is an extract from an email they sent to Mr Burke on their return home:

Dear Billy,

Leezan, Caroline and I want to thank you for the unforgettable visit to your beautiful school, 
Renfrew High.

We were very impressed by the pride students, staff and teachers take in their school, their 
learning and development. We were inspired by your personal leadership and the way you 
promote leadership throughout your students and staff. 

We felt very welcome and the hospitality in the school, the library,  and in the classrooms 
was amazing. 

We take home a lot of your ideas about leadership an especially the way you make ‘value 
based education’ visible in every part of the school. The most important thing we take home 
is of course the everyday ‘banter’ with the students.

Kind regards,

 Caroline Middendorp, Leezan van Wijk and Onno van Helden
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In February, to celebrate The Monarch of the Glen’s residence in Paisley, class 
1F2 created a selection of inspiring poetry depicting this most famous of 
Scottish art-works to hang alongside the iconic painting at Paisley Museum.   
 
Three pupils, Sam McFarlane, Chloe Mylett and Eilidh O’Neil recited their poems in front of 
a packed museum for a night of ‘Rut and Groove’.  

Next month’s page turner is Scottish Teenage Book Prize winning title, Children of Icarus.

A selection of S1 pupils have been prepping their paired reading skills both at school and at 
Renfrew Library to read to primary one classes across the Renfrew cluster. 

As one of six participating secondary schools piloting the First Minister’s Reading Challenge, 
pupils have been taking part in meetings with peers from across the country at Scottish Book 
Trust headquarters in Edinburgh.  

Plans are afoot for a major cross-curricular project in April... watch this space!

Literacy Update
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Higher English Theatre Trip
On Thursday 8th of March, 28 of our S5/6 
pupils attended the production of ‘Men 
Should Weep’ at the Webster’s Theatre 
in Glasgow’s West End. The trip was a 
success with the pupils and staff thoroughly 
enjoying the performance. The play is set in 
1930s Glasgow and we enjoyed hearing the 
dialogue of that era. ‘Men Should Weep’ is 
something the pupils will answer on in their 
final exam and this certainly helped develop 
their understanding.

Waterstones Book Club
On Thursday 22nd February, the first 
meeting of the Renfrew High Book Club took 
place in Waterstones at Braehead. The novel 
we were discussing was ‘The Sacrifice Box’ 
by Martin Stewart and we were delighted he 
could join us on the day to tell us more about 

his latest novel. The next meeting will be 
after the Easter holidays (date TBC) and we 
are always looking for new pupils, teachers 
and parents to join us. We will be reading 
‘Children of Icarus’ and you can get a copy 
from Mr Dunlop in the library if interested. 
 

Magic Torch Comics
After the Easter break, Magic Torch Comics 
will be helping pupils (through a series of 
workshops) create, produce and publish a 
series of comic strips and a bespoke graphic 
novel that centres on the surrounding 
region’s history and heritage. This project 
will encompass working with pupils across 
departments with creative writing skills 
(English), illustration (Art) and research/
storyboarding (Social Subjects).
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BRONZE & SILVER AWARDS
STARTING JUNE
www.dofe.org

keep up to date
with each faculty on 

Twitter

@renfrew_high

@renfrewmaths

@ArtsRhs

@RenfrewScience

@rhstechnologies

@RHS_Eng

@RHSocialSubject

@RenfrewHighHWB

@RHSEmploy

@PESTRenfrew

@RhsModlangs.
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In February Mrs Davidson and Mr Smith ran a twilight session to help parents and carers 
support their young people with Numeracy at home. They looked at all things ICT, the 
importance of talking about Numeracy and most importantly, they did some maths. 
Following the success of the evening, additional sessions will be planned to target specific 
areas of the curriculum highlighted by both parents and pupils. Did you miss out? Worry not! 
Check out the maths department website at rhsmaths.weebly.com for loads of resources to 
help take your young person’s maths to the next level.

S1 Numeracy Support Evening

ISAVE - Pupil Saving Scheme
Isave is a saving scheme many pupils will already be 

familiar with as the scheme is run by many primary schools 

in the area.

ISAVE allows pupils to save and withdraw money for 

things like treats and events such as new trainers or tickets 

for their favourite band’s concert! It will run in conjunction 

with Renfrew High’s Higher Maths pupils and Renfew 

Credit Union. 

For more information see Ms Duncan or Tweet John Kennedy 

at @JohnKRenYS.
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Modern Languages 
On Wednesday 14th March, Mrs Bewick and 10 pupils from Renfrew High were delighted 
to be invited to Newmains Primary to attend their Modern Languages cluster event. Our 
fantastic pupils were given the opportunity to lead learning by reading bi-lingual books in 
French, helping pupils compose videos presenting themselves in French and some even 
helped in teaching some Spanish colours and numbers. Our pupils really took the lead and 
excelled in using their language skills. Well done to everyone involved and a big thanks to 
Newmains Primary for organising the event.

On Tues 27th March all our S2 pupils attended a French 
breakfast where they put into practice some of the food 
vocabulary they have been learning. There wasn’t a 
croissant or pain au chocolat left in sight!
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Show my Homework!
Renfrew High School is piloting ‘Show 
My homework ’ this session: an online 
tool to help you keep track of your child’s 
homework. Show My Homework allows 
you to see the details of the tasks your child 
has been set, all their deadlines and their 
submission status and grades. This system 
aims to improve the way we communicate 
with parents and give you greater visibility 
into the homework we set. We will be keen 
to hear feedback on your experience with 
the tool, at the end of the pilot period.

Parents have now been provided with 
login details to a personal account which is 
linked to their child’s homework calendar. 
Parents can see each child’s To-do List and 
any homework that is overdue. To keep up 
to date on the move please download the 
Show My Homework app. You will then 
be sent push notifications to let you know 
what homework is due. You will also be 
notified of grades, overdue homework and 
announcements/events.

The team at Show My Homework will be 
happy to help with any issues which arise. 
Visit help.showmyhomework.co.uk or call 
0207 197 9550. If you have not yet received 
your log in details please contact your 
child’s Year Head.

Full of Business! (and Cakes!)
In February we hosted our first Business 
Brunch at Renfrew High School. We invited 
a wide selection of local business partners 
and potential new partners to celebrate a 
business pilot that a group of our S3 pupils 
were involved in.

On the day the guests heard from our Head 
Teacher, our Employability Coordinator, our 
Business Partners at intu Braehead, and of 
course the wonderful Wipe Out Warriors 
themselves - our S3 business team. The 
S3 team shared their experience at intu 
Braehead where they spent 2 days on an 
Apprentice style challenge. They discussed 
the skills they developed and the fun they 
had. This with the view to role out the 
opportunity that they experienced to other 
local businesses and partners for other 
pupils in S3. The partners and businesses 
then had the opportunity to discuss the 
opportunity further over mountains of cakes 
and coffee and tea with the pupils. A great 
day had by all. Thank you to the S6 Leaders 
who helped with the refreshments, and to 
the Hearty Lives team who sold smoothies 
to raise money for Classrooms4Malawi on 
the day! And of course well done to our S3 
team, you did a grand job!
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Students who won an Apprentice-style challenge at intu Braehead saw their 
business idea become a reality.

Pupils from Renfrew High School staged a Wipe Out Warrior event in Soar at intu Braehead 
with profits being donated to the Classrooms for Malawi charity. Visitors were given the 
chance to take part in a fun contest where two people sit on a giant pole facing each other 
above an inflatable landing pad and they try to knock each other off using a pillow. And 
whoever stayed on the longest facing challengers went to the top of a leader board. 

Participants were asked to make a £1 donation to the pupils’ fundraising effort every time 
they had a go on Wipe Out Warrior. The students also organised for a busker to perform to 
provide entertainment to visitors to Soar during their event. The Apprentice-style challenge 
was a joint initiative between Renfrew High and intu Braehead as part of the national Retail 
Matters Week campaign, last year. And after the winning team was told “You’re Hired!” by 
intu Braehead’s operations manager, Paul Lucas, it was revealed that staff from the retail 
and leisure destination would help the teenagers put their business idea into action. And 
yesterday’s event organised and run by the pupils was a hailed a success. 

Paul Lucas said: “The students did a fantastic job from negotiating with the company, 
Maximillion Events for the hire of equipment; marketing, using leaflets, posters and social 
media; how the event would operate taking into account things like health and safety to 
attracting customers on the day and keeping financial records of sales. “We were impressed 
when the students took part in the initial Apprentice-style challenge, but to see how they 
turned their idea into a reality - with a little help from ourselves - showed there are some 
budding entrepreneurs among the pupils that Lord Sugar would be proud of.” Head teacher at 

You’re Hired!
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Renfrew High, Billy Burke said: We are very 
proud of the efforts of the S3 team involved 
in the Business Partnership Project with Intu 
Braehead. They had a great experience at 
the business last year and were very excited 
to be delivering their idea for real. Thank 
you to everyone who came along and got 
involved on the day, great fun, and lots of 
money raised for an excellent charity.”.
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Social Subjects National 5 candidates have 
been working hard on their Assignments. 
The SQA markers can now spend their 
Spring Holiday reading the fruits of their 
labour! We now look forward to the Higher 
candidates producing quality Assignments 
over the next few weeks. Remember the 
opportunities available during Easter School 
to support both National 5 and Higher Social 
Subject learners.

Over the last few weeks staff have been 
offering Saturday study sessions for pupils 
who are studying National 5 ,Higher 
and Advanced Higher subjects this year. 
This is in addition to the after school and 
lunchtime supported study sessions already 
being offered. During the spring break staff 
will also be offering Easter School classes 
and pupils will be able to sign up to come 
into school during the holidays for some 
extra support to help them prepare for 
their upcoming SQA exams. A timetable 
of subjects on offer has been issued to S4,5 
and 6 pupils.

Social Subjects Update

Study Skills for Parents

Supporting your Study

Wednesday 14th March Study Skills for 
Parents Event – For S4 –S6 Parents.

This is the second year we have run this 
type of event for parents and it was once 
again delivered by staff and students from 
Strathclyde University. Feedback from 
parents who came along on the night (the 
original date was rescheduled due to the 
snow related school closure) was very 
positive and working with the University was 
a further example of the great partnership 
working that goes on in Renfrew High 
School.
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SPORT
The Volleyball Team won the Inter-authority 
tournament in the last match of the league 
against St Benedict’s. The final score was 
16-9 and the boys beat them with only 5 
players! Throughout the duration of the 
tournament, the team went many fixtures 
unbeaten and were fear by other schools! 
It was an excellent competition and they 
worked so hard to achieve their well-
deserved place as winners!

Renfrew High played host to the Regional 
Schools Cross Country Championships and 
had representatives from pupils in S1-S3. On 
a bright and dry day, the teams produced 
some excellent displays of running with 
special mention being made to Rachel Muir 
who won gold in the S2 Girls race, Keira 
James who placed 3rd in the S1 Girls race 
and to Nathan Grant, Josh Kirk and Ewan 
McGivern who took bronze in the S3 Boys 
team event.
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Supporting Scotland
Through the schools ongoing relationship 
with the Scottish FA we were delighted to 
have received a number of tickets to the 
upcoming home international between 
Scotland v Costa Rica. This very generous 
gift from our colleagues enabled us to 
distribute 100 tickets to our pupils for them 
and a family member to go to Hampden and 
cheer on our national team.

School of Football
For the fourth year in a row, pupils engaged 
with our School of Football programme 
have been invited by the Scottish FA to 
participate in the forthcoming UEFA C 
licence course, which is being hosted at 
the Toryglen Indoor Football Centre. The 
pupils will act as runners for the ‘Coaches 
of Tomorrow’ and receive individual tuition 
to enhance not only their football skills but 
also enhance their physical wellbeing in the 
process.

Netball
A group a second year girls participated in 
the Sirens for Success programme run by the 
UWS Sirens players. After a very successful 
6-week programme, the girls took part in a 
festival bringing together all the skill they 
have been developing and putting them 
into the game. The girls worked tirelessly 
throughout the game and although they 
came second, Rajveer Samra was awarded 
Best Shooter and Lydia Premkumar was 
awarded Most Valuable Player. Well done to 
all those who took part!



1717

LEARNING  ACHIEVING  WORKING TOGETHER

Renfrew played host to an all-new Renfrewshire school dance competition. Our dancers 
performed extremely well and we ended up with two respectable 3rd place finishes and a 2nd 
in a very tight competition. The girls danced out of their skin and made all their hard work 
in the preparation for the event worthwhile. Well done Girls! All schools involved performed 
brilliantly and the atmosphere at the event was buzzing!

Dance Competition!


