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2018 was the 110th year of Renfrew High School and surely the most 
successful yet. I am delighted with the efforts and progress of our learners 
and staff, extremely well supported by parents and partners. This year 
we achieved a very successful HMIE inspection, raised attainment and 
achievement again across key measures, and continued to improve the 
quality of the overall experience we provide for our young people. 

This edition of our newsletter has been mainly written, designed and 
produced by pupils. Read on to sample some of the highlights of the 
past several months including a visit from the First Minister of Scotland, an excellent day 
with the Singing Children of Africa, a look back at our summer school show and more success 
from the Business Partnership Project. 
As ever, keep your eye on Twitter @renfrew_high for the latest news and continue to let us 
know of any special achievements from across the school community. I wish you and your 
families a merry Christmas and a happy new year

 Best wishes,
 

Billy Burke
Head Teacher 

Message from Head Boy and Head Girl
We have had a brilliant start to the year as the new head boy and girl and have already had 
an eventful term, with several important events already having happened.
Some of our most notable events have included a visit from the Singing Children of Africa, 
whom we managed to raise a huge amount of money for as well as many donations of clothes 
and stationary.  We also had the fantastic opportunity of a visit from our First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon as part of the First Minister’s Reading Challenge.
These events have been happening along with Maths week Scotland, a wide variety of new 
clubs, MVP training, Fire up Scotland and even fundraising for another year group going to 
help in Malawi.
Overall, this term has been fantastic and we look forward to working hard in the rest of the 
year ahead.
Cameron Duff and Christy Campbell S6
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Read all about it…
Renfrew High welcomed Scotland’s First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, to launch the First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge across Scottish secondary schools on Monday 10th September. 
Chiming with the First Minister’s visit, prior to the national roll-out of the campaign, the 
school library participated in a year’s Reading Challenge pilot programme. It has sought to 
engage and stimulate pupils’ interest, usage and positive perception of the school library 
and resources.  The success of last year’s pilot project will now be replicated across Scottish 
secondary schools.   
The First Minister was welcomed to the library by a group of pupils who have been involved 
in pilot projects throughout the past year – including S1 paired readers who went out to local 
primary schools and pupils from the Magic Torch Comic club who published a graphic novel 
on the history and heritage of Renfrew.
Amongst the hustle and bustle of press flashbulbs and a media gathering, The First Minister 
took time to speak to pupils about their reading habits and involvement with school library 
projects and said: “I set up the First Minister’s Reading Challenge to instil a love of reading 
from an early age.  Reading not only opens up a whole new world of adventure, but also 
helps develop and improve children’s literacy.”
Mia Leggett, one of the paired readers who welcomed Nicola Sturgeon into the library 
highlighted the excitement over the visit: “I thought last week was amazing – and we should 
have more people come to visit the library. I was on the radio and was the first person to 
meet Nicola Sturgeon – and I was really happy that she enjoyed coming to Renfrew High 
School!!” 
Robin Dunlop
School Librarian

Visit from Nicola Sturgeon
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Going from Strength to Strength

Inspectors from Education Scotland visited the school in February and their findings was 
published in May, giving a very positive report on the work of the school community.
The report outlines the schools key strengths, which include the strong leadership of school 
improvement to build a positive culture for all young people and the commitment of all staff 
to promoting positive and nurturing relationships across the school.
The school was also praised for its approach to looking after pupil's wellbeing and ensuring 
that their needs are met. Another key strength noted by inspectors was the very positive 
environment within the Pupil Support area for young people, especially those with additional 
needs.
Renfrew High also saw an improvement in the number of pupils achieving Higher passes 
and the inspectors, who visited in February, said:  "The headteacher and his senior team 
are highly committed to driving the school forward. The strong vision of the headteacher in 
putting young people at the centre of the work of the school has been an on-going focus for 
school leaders and is driving the agenda for improvement."
Headteacher Billy Burke said: "We are delighted with the report which shows the strong 
commitment of staff, pupils, and parents to work together towards ongoing improvement. 
The increasingly positive attainment and achievement of our learners was recognised, but 
most pleasingly for me was the recognition for how the wellbeing of our young people is at 
the heart of everything we do.
"We believe strongly that you can't learn and achieve if you're not at your best.
"It also noted how positively young people think about their school and that they really 
believe in our values of care, fairness, respect and trust.
"I would like to thank all members of the school community for the positive part they play 
in our success, and we now look forward to continuing to drive improvement for our young 
people."
Children's Services convener, Councillor Jim Paterson, who visited the school this week said: 
"It's clear from the inspection report and also on visiting Renfrew High, how important the 
wellbeing of the young people who come here is taken.
"This is hugely important in ensuring that they have the most positive start in life possible to 
able to fulfil their potential.
"There have also been improvements in attainment across the board and I have no doubt 
that the school will continue to go from strength to strength."

School Inspection
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BRONZE & SILVER AWARD
Sign up if you are interested
www.dofe.org

keep up to date
with each faculty on 

Twitter

@renfrew_high
@renfrewmaths
@ArtsRhs
@RenfrewScience
@rhstechnologies
@RHS_Eng

@RHSocialSubject
@RenfrewHighHWB
@RHSEmploy
@PESTRenfrew
@RhsModlangs.
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A group of 9 pupils from the new S4 visited 
the SQA office in Glasgow as part of the 
school’s Developing Young Workforce 
initiative. Pupils had to make their own way 
to the office and were given a quick tour. 
The pupils listened to presentations from 
various members of SQA staff about the 
work the organisation does. 
The group were then set a task to review 
how the SQA communicates information 
to young people. They presented their 
views and ideas to a panel of SQA staff. The 
quality of their presentations were excellent 
and the pupils received fantastic feedback 
on their work. 

The SQA are now looking at how they can 
take forward some of the pupils’ suggestions. 
All 9 of the pupils were fantastic across the 
two days. Well done to Eilidh McNeil, Ewan 
McGivern, Penny McNamara, Rachel Craig, 
Josh Kirk, Holly McDougall, Alanna Chan, 
Lewis Mullen and Leighton McKenna.

Visit to the SQA
This Senior Phase Awards Ceremony took 
place in August and celebrated the many 
successes of our learners in S4, S5 and 
S6. It was an opportunity to ensure that 
all were able to be recognised regardless 
of academic ability or any additional 
support needs they may have, as our 
awards recognise the contribution pupils 
make to the school’s vision: Learning, 
Achieving and Working Together. The 
contribution pupils make to the life of the 
school and the wider community were 
also highlighted. Pupils who attained 
outstanding results in their SQA exams 
were also congratulated.

The evening consisted of presentations 
from our senior pupils who went on an 
incredible trip to Malawi in June, our Head 
Boy and Girl who reflected on their time 
at Renfrew High and Mr Burke who talked 
about the progress the school continues 
to make. There were also stunning 
performances from some of the school’s 
very talented singers and musicians.

The evening was a great success with 
almost 150 pupils from S4 to S6 having 
their achievements celebrated by their 
friends and families, school staff and 
invited guests from the local community.

Senior Phase Awards

RenTalks
RenTalks at Renfrew High School is a 
Pupil led group facilitated by Miss. Bowie. 
RenTalks promotes positivity and learning 
about life within and beyond school. 
Delivering inspirational messages to the 
pupils of Renfrew High and showing that 
if you aim for the moon you will reach the 
stars! It’s your time to shine! A Senior Phase 
group which focuses on public speaking and 
commuincating positive and inspirational 
messages to our BGE. 
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Mental Health Week
From Monday 17th to Thursday 20th of 
September, the Hearty Lives Peer Educators 
held a number of activities to try to raise 
awareness and money for Renfrew High’s 
Mental Health Week.

On the Tuesday all first 
year classes took part 
in a carousel of lessons 
led by Hearty Lives Peer 
Mentors. A variety of 
topics were discussed 

surrounding Mental Health as well as tasks 
which taught the first years more about 
Mental Health disorders. 
On Wednesday, we held 
a bake sale in the social 
area in which many staff 
baked and contributed 

On Thursday an own 
clothes day was held 
and we encouraged 
people to wear yellow 
to support the charity 
Young Minds which all 

money was donated to from both the bake 
sale and the own clothes day. Overall, we 
accumulated £655.

On Monday, all pupils took 
part in filling out positive 
messages on a Twitter bird 
to display on the doors and 
in the corridors to create a 
positive environment within 
the school.

This year sees the introduction of the first 
ever LGBT club in Renfrew High School.  This 
club runs on a Friday lunchtime with Miss 
Gardner leading this group.  The purpose is 
to make Renfrew High School a more LGBT 
friendly place.
Since forming this group at the start of June 
with the support of staff and senior pupils, 
the LGBT group have had their first Gay 
Pride march around the school.  They have 
also introduced LGBT specific topics within 
PSE, and Anti-Bullying Week.
Within a small amount of time, this group 
have already had a huge impact within the 
school and will continue to do so.  Watch 
this space!

LGBT Club

Miss Gardner's S1 Junk Fashion Club proving 
again that recycling can be not only fun, but 
beautiful too!
This show-stopping dress inspired by flower 
petals, was made using old pizza boxes, 
recycled newspapers, bottle tops, milk 
cartons, and lots of ring-pulls!
The girls did an amazing job, demonstrating 
teamwork, creativity and imagination, 
whilst raising awareness about how 
important it is to recycle. Outstanding work 
girls!

Fashion Club
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Fire up Scotland had inspirational role 
models challenging our young people to be 
the best they can be while proving there is 
truly no wrong path to a positive destination. 
It gave many young people that went on 
this trip a unique opportunity to learn about 
presenters, speakers and performers from 
across the world of education, business, 
entertainment, art, sport and culture.
The stories shared by the speakers were 
sincere and they encouraged our young 
people to think about which path they would 
choose for their future. This event inspired 
RHS’s young people to think big, aim high, 
and shape our future. Gavin Oattes – Fire 
Up Scotland founder - had organised an 
event including a multitude of entertaining, 
inspirational speaker. These included Colin 
Cloud, a mind-blowing forensic mind reader; 
Kevin Quantum, a magician who was set 
to attempt a world record for doing the 
World’s Biggest Magic Lesson as he taught 
us a magic trick; Lucy Lintott, who talked 
about her life with and without a terminal 
illness called MND and the importance 
of believing in yourself and dreams; and 
Alice Thompson, Co-Founder & Director 
of 'Social Bite', a high end restaurant that 
feeds homeless people as well as diners, 
who also organises other nationwide events 
throughout the year to raise awareness of 
homelessness. 
S5/6 are very thankful to Miss Bowie in Art 
for organising this event and giving them a 
chance  to both feel inspired, and to think 
about their own future destinations.

Fire Up Scotland

This year's Ghost Tour was certainly a 
frightful night for our junior pupils to 
remember!
This year, the drama team (led by Ashley 
and Mr Price) took inspiration from modern 
horror and thrillers by making use of jump 
scares and mind games. Groups were led 
around the school by senior tour guides 
who narrated the tour, thus adding to the 
immersion.
On the same night, the senior pupils from 
the 2019 Malawi Project were holding a 
pupil-led Halloween Carnival which helped 
raise money for the project.

Overall, another spooky success for the 
drama group!
Chloe Crossan

Ghost Tour
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On the 20th April, a bunch of Renfrew 
High School S1 and S2 pupils, led by Mr 
Burke and Miss Bowie, recently took 
part in the “Team 
Up to Clean Up” 
challenge around 
the community 
in the Renfrew 
Area.   As pupils, 
we supported each other to gather as 
much litter as we possibly could and filled 
many bags.  Renfrew High volunteers, 
supported by local MSP Derek Mackay, 
alongside other volunteers showed great 
team spirit! We proudly sported yellow 
jackets saying “Team Up To Clean-Up” to 
help spread the word! Everyone enjoyed 
supporting our local community and 
we hope for events like this to happen 
again.  The pupils of Renfrew High feel it 
is important to spread the message that it 
is the responsibility of all to keep our local 
area clean and tidy!  
-Message from “Team Up to Clean Up” 
volunteer Stephen Speirs (S2)

Team Up to Clean Up
I have been going to science club for at least 
one month after some classmates told me 
about it. Miss Smyth runs the club. She puts 
so much effort into it. She always makes 
sure that we will enjoy it.
So far we have done:
Setting our hands on fire! (Not really though. 
We soaked our hands in water then scooped 
up soap and boom. Right before your eyes!)
Slime! (We all know what slime is !) 
Pumpkin Vomiting?! 
So we carved a pumpkin then out a beaker 
from that we added baking soda and 
vinegar… Poof a spewing pumpkin.
Ringed Aeroplanes
Just as it sounds it was 2 rings, one bigger 
than the other with a straw in the middle … 
then there was FLIGHT!
- S1 Pupil

Science Club
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I would like to say thank you to Miss Ward for telling me about the Scottish Space School, in 
which I applied for and was one of the lucky 100, 5th year pupils in Scotland to be selected 
to attend the weeklong programme at Strathclyde University.
Attending the Space School was honestly a once in a life time opportunity. I was also 
honoured to get to talk to all the NASA guests and getting to hear their experiences of being 
an astronaut, flight surgeon as well as the deputy program manager, it was inspirational to 
us all as they started off like us and didn’t intend to be where they are now.
During the week we got many lectures and carried out many group tasks all under different 
sectors of engineering. It was definitely an eye opener as we got to hear about engineering 
courses we didn’t know of, showing us how vast this area is. I can for sure say that the Space 
School has significantly built up my confidence. Over the week I made sure to get involved 
during the team challenges and as well as the embarrassing open mic night. Throughout 
the week we were proposed with the big challenge in which my group had to design a 
product that will benefit astronauts when exercising on the ISS, on the last day we had to 
present our idea to everyone, in which the NASA officials then judged and chose the group 
I was in (Columbus) as the winners. One day we might see our design on the ISS ourselves!
Throughout the week, through various activities we were watched by our mentors and 
leaders, in which then they chose 40 of us to attend an interview on Thursday the 21st, 
gladly I was one of the pupils chosen and then acquired the one William Leitch Space 
Scholarship in which I then got to attend Clyde Space a satellite company in Glasgow for 
a week. After all of this I was invited to Rothesay for an awards ceremony by Christopher 
Markwell, chairman of the Baird of Bute society to be recognised for all my achievements.

Casey Conn S6

Strathclyde Scottish Space School
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Maths Week Scotland 2018
Maths Week took place 10–16 September 2018 with events across the school. The maths 
ambassadors created daily puzzles that were displayed across shops in Renfrewshire during 
the week... the answers were posted on the @RenfrewMaths twitter each day. Once again, the 
maths department took part in the ‘Math Wi Nae Borders’ competition with each year group 
including teachers from other departments such as Miss Ward from Physics participating. 
Pupils described the quiz to be a creative wayto use maths in a problem solving context, the 
problems were very creative and all pupils loved this opportunity. The art department also 
participated with Math weeks as Mr Corr got his class to draw the Golden Spiral using the 
Fibonacci sequence. Pupils in 3rd year (Katie Maclachlan, Andrew McKay, Carys Sharp and 
James McFadden) were taken to Gryffe High School on Tuesday 11 September during Maths 
week. In the course of their visit, they did different challenges and activities involving Maths. 
Further, this group came in third place during the maths competition against many other 
schools. They all had a fantastic time and hope that they will go again next year and come 
back in first place. In addition, the First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon met some of the pupils 
taking part in Maths Week as they engaged her in Maths. Overall, Maths Week was a success 
this year as Renfrew High also won the MWSREN for the Renfrewshire Attainment Team on 
day one for engaging the community.

By Maria Alam
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Pupils and staff from Skovbrynet School 
from Denmark came for a visit to see the 
school life we have here at Renfrew High.  
We said hello to our visitors and then our S2 
Leadership Team provided them with a tour 
of the school.  After the tour we gave them a 
presentation all about our school and what 
we had planned for the day ahead.  
We then had a short break and chatted 
which was nice.  We then had some filming 
time as they are a school of film. Skovbrynet 
School pupils interviewed Renfrew High 
pupils about their experience at school.  
This is a list of the workshops we provided: 
1st Subject: 
Art: On the top floor they worked with Mr 
Corr to figure out what objects were hidden 
in a box by using team work and then 
drawing what they thought the object was. 
2nd Subject:
English:  On the first floor they wrote some 
Scottish themed poetry in English and in 
Danish with Mr McIntosh. 
3rd Subject: 
Science: On the first floor they worked in 
pairs to do an experiment and also got to 
experiment with fire with Ms Forrest and Ms 
Gemmel. 
We then had some more filming time 
followed by lunch that we provided.  After 
lunch we had a friendly match of football, 
Denmark vs. Scotland (2-1 to Scotland!)  We 
then said goodbye to our visitors but hope 
to work with them again in the future. 
- Aiden Butler, S2 Leadership Team

Overall, a very successful and busy year for 
pupils and staff in the Modern Languages 
department. Trip to French restaurant to try 
frogs legs and snails for the Seniors, French 
breakfast for S1 and S2, Business Brunch for 
S3, European Day of Languages in the BGE, 
S1 passport transition competition, theatre 
visit for P7 and S1, Modern Languages 
day at Newmains primary, tapas tasting 
for S3 elective, training primary teachers 
in Spanish, and not forgetting Mr Sagnier 
being awarded GTC registration to teach 
Spanish! Viva las vacaciones.

Modern Languages BrunchSkovbrynet Visit 
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Modern Languages Brunch After many weeks of 
dedication and hard work, 
the talented cast and crew 
of Renfrew High managed 
to pull together two 
amazing performances 
of “Our House”.  Many 
teachers, parents and classmates joined us 
in a journey between two realities of good 
and bad, to clap, sing, laugh and cheer along 
with the top hits of the band Madness. The 
cast, Band, backstage crew and tech team 
worked together in harmony to produce yet 
another smashing school show.
Despite the gruelling rehearsal schedule 
(including 12-hour rehearsals!) and many 
technical challenges, there is no question 
the commitment shown by all concerned 
truly paid off, resulting in a show that was 
literally “out of this world”! 
The production would not have been at all 
possible without the tremendous effort 
made by our wonderful volunteer, LInsey 
Vipond, who worked hard as our Director. 
A special thanks to Miss Calderwood for 
helping with the choreography and of 
course our music man himself, Mr Price, 
the man who really kicks the show into gear 
every year. 
We very much hope that everyone who 
came to the show enjoyed it as much as we 
did performing it, thank you everyone for 
coming to support us!
Cadan Martin S6

School Show

We felt anxious and excited leading up to 
our first few days at Renfrew High. We were 
nervous about finding our way around the 
school because unlike the induction days 
we didn’t have guides to show us round. We 
thought finding our way about and learning 
our timetable was going to be extremely 
difficult but we later found out that it was 
quite easy.
As we got to the middle of S1 we wondered 
why we had been so nervous about starting 
high school as  finding our way about and 
knowing our timetable was part of our daily 
routine. We got used to have at least five 
teachers every day and moving about every 
50 minutes.
As we approached the end of S1 we were 
excited about seeing our new timetable and 
finding out what teachers we were going 
to get. We were also looking forward to 
expanding our knowledge of all the subjects 
we had in S1. We have had a great year in S1 
full of activities and great learning. We are 
looking forward tyo our future in Renfrew 
High School.

Rebecca Hutchison   Ellie O Neill   
Sophie Rooney    Makayla Cardona

S1 Reflections
South

Kensington

London
Bridge

Marble
Arch

Hyde Park Corner

Westminster Embankment

Monument

Bank

Angel

Euston

UNDERGROUND

LONDON

Marble
Arch

Bank

Angel

Euston

LONDON

Renfrew High School Presents

June 20th & 21st at 7pm
Tickets £5 & £3 available from the school office.

OUR HOUSE by Tim Firth Music and lyrics by Madness OUR HOUSE was first produced at the Cambridge Theatre,
London on 28th October 2002. Producers were Tiger Aspect Productions, Rupert Lord, Andre Ptaszynski and Phil McIntyre

in association with Madness. This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Ltd.
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‘Since April, Renfrew High pupils have been 
working with Magic Torch Comics to create 
and publish their very own graphic novel – 
focused on Renfrew.  
This project has been the culmination of 
the school’s participation with the First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge secondary 
school pilot programme – that has sought 
to engage, enthuse and stimulate pupils’ 
interest, usage and positive perception 
of the school library and resources – as an 
inspiring, interactive, open and welcoming 
environment. 
Working in collaboration with the project, 
West College Scotland have provided their 
expertise and digital resources to help pupils’ 
bring to life their stories through animation.  
Consequently, each pupil received an 
accredited West College Illustration, Art and 
Design qualification – to add to their school 
record of achievement.
The published comic book was unveiled at a 
public launch night at Renfrew Town Hall in 
June – with pupils, staff, family and friends 
in attendance to celebrate and explore 
Renfrew’s rich history through the eyes’ of 
the town’s young people.’   

Library Updates Singing Children of Africa
Renfrew High School was given the pleasure 
of welcoming the singing children of Africa 
on Friday 7th September. The children were 
welcomed with the sound of bagpipes 
played by Cameron Duff, smoothies 
provided by the Hearty Lives Team and 
Highland Dancing by Emma Kinnear and 
Melissa Roberts. The RHS Leadership Team 
organised many activities for them that led 
them to their concert in the evening.
 When they had finished 
all the activities they 
were provided with a KFC 
dinner. Upon finishing 
dinner, the kids began 
their preparation for their 
concert in front of over 200 
people. Once the audience 
were seated, some of the 
pupils from Renfrew High displayed their 
musical talent. The acts included: Skye 
Docherty with her singing, Cameron Duff on 
his violin, Sophie James and Chloe Crossan 
singing as a duet, Lyle Power with his singing 
and Oliva Officer also singing. The audience 
gave a huge round of applause for them 
before the Singing Children of Africa came 
onto the stage.
 The night ended on a high with everyone 
leaving with a big smile on their faces and 
the memory of an unforgettable experience 
with the Singing Children of Africa. We look 
forward to having them again at Renfrew 
High School.
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Singing Children of Africa
SPORT

In October, the department attended the 
Renfrewshire Sports Awards where staff 
and pupils were awarded for our 100% 
attendance in the Renfrewshire Schools 
Sports Competitions in 2017/2018. 
We are extremely proud of every pupil 
who represented the school in events and 
contributed to our success!

Department Award

Since the Summer, we have continued 
our 100% attendance at the Renfrewshire 
Schools Sports Competitions and pupils 
are continuing to achieve success in a wide 
range of competitions and events:

Renfrewshire Road Race
- Rachel Muir: 1st place S3 girls
- Kiera James: 4th place S2 girls
- Jack Lorriman: 4th place S2 boys
- 1st team S2 boys
- 3rd team S3 boys

Girls Football
U14 team won the West Regional qualifier 
for the national 7-a-side competition, 
qualifying for the National finals which will 
take place in the new year.

Sporting Success

Renfrewshire Climbing Championships
Kiera James (S2) won this event recording 
one of the best scores in Scotland for her 
age.

Badminton
Sophie McGoldrick finished runner up in the 
Senior Girls competition.

Hockey
Senior Hockey team are currently in first 
place after the first round of hockey fixtures.

Boys Football
The S1, S3, S4 and Senior teams have made 
positive starts to the season this year in 
both the Paisley and District Leagues and 
also the early rounds of the Scottish Cup.
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This year we currently run an amazing 32 
lunchtime and extra-curricular clubs for 
all year groups providing opportunities for 
everyone to participate in sport and physical 
activity each week. A massive thank you to 
all of the Senior Sports Leaders and RSSE 
pupils who volunteer to run lunchtime and 
extra-curricular clubs.
If there is an activity that we currently don’t 
run and pupils would like to do please let us 
know and we will add it to our timetable. 
There really is no excuse for not getting 
involved!

Sporting Opportuni-
Young Ambassadors
Our Young Ambassadors for this year are 
Morgan Speirs and Emma Kinnear. Morgan 
and Emma are responsible for organising 
the Sports Leaders and RSSE pupils who run 
our extensive extra-curricular programme. 
They will also be establishing the PE Sports 
Council prior to Christmas to ensure pupils 
have the opportunity to shape what happens 
in the department.

RSSE
Congratulations to the 9 Senior pupils who 
have been successful in gaining a place in 
the Renfrewshire School of Sport Education 
(RSSE). This is the highest number of pupils 
we have had achieving a place on the course. 
The pupils are Lori Findlay, Caitlin Wilson, 
Mia Quinn, Niamh Boag, Jane Marshall, 
Lewis Beaton, Mirren Harkins, Mirren 
Kearney and Emily Watson.

Active Girls Day
A huge thank you and well done to our 
Senior Sports Leaders and RSSE pupils who 
organised activities for the S1 girls as part 
of Active Girls Day. Pupils participated in 
Highland Dancing, Korfball, Trampolining 
and Irish Dancing.

Pupil Leadership


