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Art & Design Course Information

National 5 Art & Design (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell

Course Content:

e Pupils in S3 will specialise on their technique whilst preparing Expressive and
Design Folios.

e Project-based tasks eg. Different Technique & Art Styles, Design Mood Boards
and an Expressive Theme chosen by the student. Many of the decisions made in
the creative process are made by the students. SCAN ME

e Approx. 1 lesson a week spent on Critical aspects, preparing for the S4 written
Paper.

Approaches to Assessment:

All components are marked externally.

40% of the final mark is based on the completed Expressive Portfolio
40% of the final mark is based on the completed Design Portfolio
20% of the final mark is based on a Question Paper.

Options for progression:

Higher Art & Design (SCQF Level 6)

NPA Level 5 Photography (SCQF Level 5)
Higher Photography (SCQF Level 6)
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Higher Art & Design (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell
Course Content:

The course provides a broad, investigative and practical experience of art and
design. Creativity is the key focus.

Candidates develop knowledge of art and design practice by studying artists and
designers and their work. They also develop an understanding of expressive art and .
design processes and gain related skills. The course provides opportunities for

candidates to be inspired and creatively challenged as they communicate their

personal thoughts, ideas and feelings through their work.

The course has two areas of study:

Expressive

This part of the course helps candidates to plan, research and develop creative expressive work in response to a
theme or stimulus. Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of artists’ working practices and the social,
cultural and other influences affecting their work and practice. They respond to a theme or stimulus and produce
2D/3D analytical drawings, studies and investigative research. They use these to produce a single line of
development and a final piece. Candidates also reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the visual
qualities of their work.

Design

This part of the course helps candidates to plan, research and develop creative design work in response to a
design brief. Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of designers’ working practices and the social,
cultural and other influences affecting their work and practice. They respond to a design brief and compile a
variety of 2D/3D investigative material and market research. They use these to produce a single line of
development and a design solution. Candidates also reflect on and evaluate their design process and the aesthetic
and functional qualities of their work.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 3 components:

Component Marks Duration
Comprnent L 60 2 hours
Question Paper
Component 2: 100

Expressive Portfolio

Component 3:

Design Portfolio 100

Who is this course for?

Pupils who have achieved National 5 Art & Design or equivalent/relevant Level 5 qualifications.

The course is a broad-based qualification. It is suitable for candidates with an interest in art and design and for
those who would like to progress to higher levels of study. It allows candidates to consolidate and extend their art
and design skills.

Options for progression:
Advanced Higher Art & Design
College or University Courses some of which are outlined in the Art and Design Pathways diagram.
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Advanced Higher Art & Design — Expressive (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course provides a broad, investigative and practical experience of art and design. Creativity is the key focus.
Candidates develop knowledge of art and design practice by studying artists and designers and their work. They
also develop an understanding of expressive art and design processes and gain related skills. The course provides
opportunities for candidates to be inspired and creatively challenged as they communicate their personal
thoughts, ideas and feelings through their work.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 1 component:

Component Marks Duration

Portfolio 100

Candidates’ ability to draw on, extend and apply the skills learned during the course is assessed through a
portfolio. The portfolio contains expressive artwork produced in response to a theme or stimulus, contextual
analysis of a selected artwork relevant to their practical expressive artwork, and an evaluation.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Art and Design course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience
prior to starting this course. Higher Photography, Higher Design and Manufacture, Higher Graphic Communication
and the National Progression Award (NPA) in Digital Media at SCQF level 6 may provide appropriate experience.
The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in expressive art and for those who would like to progress to
higher levels of study.

Options for progression:
College or University Courses some of which are outlined in the Art and Design Pathways diagram.
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Advanced Higher Art & Design — Design (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course combines investigative and practical learning with knowledge and understanding of design practice.
Candidates develop a range of design techniques and creative skills.

Candidates select a design brief for their portfolio. They follow a design process to develop design ideas and
resolve and realise solutions which are influenced by their investigation into design practice. They produce a
contextual analysis of a selected design work by discussing related contexts and analysing their impact on the
features of the design.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 1 component:

Component Marks Duration

Portfolio 100

Candidates’ ability to draw on, extend and apply the skills learned during the course is assessed through a
portfolio. The portfolio contains design work produced in response to a design brief, contextual analysis of a
selected design work relevant to their practical design work, and an evaluation.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Art and Design course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience
prior to starting this course. Higher Photography, Higher Design and Manufacture, Higher Graphic Communication
and the National Progression Award (NPA) in Digital Media at SCQF level 6 may provide appropriate experience.
The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in design and for those who would like to progress to higher
levels of study.

Options for progression:
College or University Courses some of which are outlined in the Art and Design Pathways diagram.
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Level 5 NPA Photography (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

Learners develop their understanding of creative and technical concepts used by photographers. Learners research
the work of photographers. Inspired by their research images, learners plan and carry out their own photoshoots.
They develop their evaluation skills by identifying strengths and areas for development in photographs. They learn
about and apply techniques to make enhancements to photographic images.

NPA Photography (SCQF level 5) is mainly practical and will further develop your interest and skills in photography.
You may have completed NPA Photography (SCQF level 4) or have previous experience or an interest in
photography. You will research photographs in different genres and styles by a range of photographers and learn
how to explain the effect of creative and technical concepts used in photographs.

The practical photographic work is based on people and places. You will plan and carry out your own photoshoots
based on images which inspire you. When photographing people, you should be willing to work with others. There is
an emphasis on working safely and on taking composed and controlled images. Practical photography can be done
using a basic camera or a camera on a digital device with simple automatic functions.

You will save and organise your images securely so that they can be easily retrieved. You will identify strengths and
areas for improvement in your photographs and make enhancements to images using a variety of techniques. You
will learn how to resize images for different purposes.

On completion of the NPA Photography (SCQF level 5), you might progress to next level courses in Photography, such
as Higher Photography or National Certificate (NC) Photography (SCQF level 6), You may also wish to consider
progression to other relevant creative industries courses. The NPA can help you to develop self-confidence, skills in
working with others, problem solving skills and the ability to use information and communication technology which
should be useful for further study or employment in several different areas.

Approaches to Assessment:

The NPA is made up of 4 mandatory units:
Unit 1 - Understanding Photography

Unit 2 - Photographing People

Unit 3 - Photographing Places

Unit 4 - Working with Photographs

Assessment is mostly carried out through ‘hands-on’ practical tasks which will generate physical or digital evidence.
Each task is underpinned by appropriate knowledge and understanding, which learners may demonstrate through
written or oral evidence. Written and/or oral recorded evidence and product evidence, produced under open-book
conditions is required.

Options for progression:
Higher Photography (SCQF Level 6)
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Higher Photography (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The course has an integrated approach to learning. It combines practical learning
activities that are underpinned by knowledge and understanding of photography.
Candidates learn how to plan and carry out practical photographic work. They
investigate selected photographers’ work and practice and explain how external o
influences impact on these. They use this understanding of photographers and their SCAN ME
work when developing their own personal approaches to photography. They learn
and apply a range of image-making techniques. Candidates develop their creative
problem-solving skills as they resolve visual and technical problems. They also
reflect on and evaluate the effectiveness of their practice and the qualities of their
photographic work.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 30 1 hour

Component 2:

Project 100

Who is this course for?

Candidates would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the
following or equivalent qualifications and/or experience:

¢ Relevant photography units (SCQF level 5 and above)

e National Progression Award in Photography (SCQF level 5)

e National 5 Art and Design course or relevant units

The course is suitable for all candidates with an interest in photography. It is suitable for candidates with a general
interest in the subject and for those wanting to progress to higher levels of study. This qualification will allow
candidates to consolidate and extend creative skills developed through, for example, the National 5 Art and Design
course or the National Progression Award in Photography (SCQF level 5).

Options for progression:
College or University Courses some of which are outlined in the Art and Design Pathways diagram.
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English Course Information

National 5 English (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

The course will enable and encourage candidates to develop their language skills in
reading, writing, talking and listening.

For the Critical Essay and Scottish Set Text elements of this course, candidates learn
how to study and analyse literary techniques then apply these skills to a selection of SCAN ME
prose, poetry, drama and media texts.

They will also work on furthering their own writing skills for the Folio element of the course, with opportunities to
write both creatively and discursively.

The Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation component requires them to answer questions on a
previously unseen article, testing their vocabulary and their knowledge of the techniques used by the writer to
effectively convey his/her ideas.

Finally, they must complete a Spoken Language unit, assessing their skills in verbal communication.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has four components:

Component Marks Duration
81:32?522npjif')g:;:aalsg?sgaf:; Evaluation 30 1 hour
Question Paper: Critical Reading 40 1 hour 30 minutes
Portfolio - writing 30
Performance — spoken language Achieved or Not Achieved

Options for progression after S4:

National 5 Media (SCQF Level 5)

Higher English (SCQF Level 6)

Level 6 Communications & Literature (SCQF Level 6)




PUBLIC
National 5 Media (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop knowledge of the role of media and the
key aspects of media literacy: categories, language, representation, narrative, audience, institution and
society. The course is highly individualised, allowing the teacher or lecturer to select media content that
suits their candidates’ interests.

The course enables candidates to experience the opportunities and challenges within the media industry
by creating their own media content. To allow for personalisation and choice, candidates are not
required to make a particular form or genre of media content. They can create individual media content,
or a section of a larger, group project.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has two components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 60 2 hours
Component 2: Assighment 48

Assignment
In the assignment, candidates plan and develop media content in response to a negotiated brief.

The assignment gives candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and
understanding of production techniques:

e consideration of possibilities and problem-solving in planning and production processes

e application of knowledge and understanding of the relevant key aspects of media literacy

e evaluation of the strengths and/or weaknesses of the finished content

The assignment has two sections and 48 marks (scaled to 60 marks, 50% of the total mark). Marks are
awarded for the candidate’s ability to:

e research and generate ideas appropriate to a brief

develop and justify media content choices

e create media content

evaluate the strengths and/or weaknesses of the finished content

The finished content and explanations are considered together.

Who is this course for?
This course is for learners who are interested in film, television, advertising, the press and/or other media and
creating their own media content.

Options for progression after S4:
Level 6 Communications & Literature (SCQF Level 6)
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Higher English (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher English course enables and encourages candidates to develop their
language skills, showing growth and progression from those demonstrated in prior
learning and attainment.

Progression routes cover all four areas of language skills: reading, writing, talking
and listening, and throughout the course candidates apply these skills in different
contexts.

By the end of the course, candidates will display evidence of growth and competence in all aspects of language
use.

SCAN ME

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 4 components:

Component Marks Duration
Question paper
Reading for Understanding, 30 1 hour 30 minutes

Analysis and Evaluation

Question paper

Critical Reading 40 1 hour 30 minutes
Portfolio — writing 30
Performance — spoken language Achieved / Not achieved

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components along with
achievement of the spoken language component.

Who is this course for?
Candidates should have achieved the National 5 English course or equivalent qualifications

Options for progression:

Advanced Higher English

Other qualifications in English

Further study, employment or training
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Level 6 Communications & Literature (SCQF Level 6)

Course Content:
This course is Higher level but has no final exam.

There are continuous assessments throughout the session, all of which pupils have to pass, which means that good
attendance is vital.

There are 4 Communications Outcomes (Reading, Writing, Talking, Listening) and 3 Literature Outcomes (2 Critical
Essays and an Unseen Textual Analysis.)

If pupils complete all 7, they achieve the equivalent of a C pass at Higher.
Most secondary schools now run this course so many colleges and universities are now accepting this as a Higher

equivalent, however it is not a full Higher course award. If pupils_have a particular career pathway in mind, they
will need to check beforehand whether this would be suitable for the course they wish to apply for.

Who is this course for?
Being a level 6 course, which pupils still have to pass at Higher level, a pass at N5 is necessary.
This course is not suitable for N4 pupils, or for those without an award at N5.

The pupils who will benefit from this alternative pathway will be pupils who have achieved a C at N5 or who are
more able than this but have genuine anxiety issues with sitting an exam.

Approaches to Assessment:
All units are internally assessed and there is no end-of-year exam.

Options for progression:
Further study, employment or training
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Advanced Higher English (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The Advanced Higher English course enables and encourages candidates to develop their language skills, showing
growth and progression from those demonstrated in prior learning and attainment.

Skills development concentrates primarily on reading and writing but talking and listening have a prominent place
in the form of critical debate facilitated by seminars, discussion groups, and/or presentations. By the end of the
course, candidates will display evidence of growth and competence in all aspects of language use, but especially in
reading and writing where wide reading and a variety of written-response types are required and assessed.
Literary texts across the genres of poetry, prose fiction, prose non-fiction, and drama are the prime focus of the
course. Candidates learn to connect one text to another in terms of shared contexts, themes and stylistic features.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 4 components:

Component Marks Duration
Ques‘uon Paper 20 1 hour 30 minutes
Literary Study
Question Papgr 20 1 hour 30 minutes
Textual Analysis
Portfolio — writing 15
Project - dissertation 30

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher English course.

It is suitable for candidates who wish to develop their critical and creative language skills through the reading,
writing and discussion of complex and sophisticated texts. They should be able to work with growing
independence and use their own initiative under minimal supervision.

Options for progression:

The course provides a clear progressive pathway for candidates who wish to go on to study English literature,
language or other disciplines in further and higher education. Through the acquisition of a set of advanced
communication skills, the course offers a link to many vocational settings, for example writing, teaching, research,
publishing, journalism, law, marketing, media, industry, commerce, public relations, cultural and public service
industries.
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Home Economics Course Information

Higher Health and Food Technology (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:
Practical, experiential learning in relevant contexts encourages candidates to
develop thinking and practical skills.
Candidates:
e Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the relationship between
health, food and nutrition SCAN ME
e Research a range of issues which affect consumer choice of food
e Develop knowledge and understanding of the stages involved in developing a
food product
e Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of a range of
ingredients in food, and their use in developing food products

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

60 2h
Question Paper ours

Component 2:

60
Assignment

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Health and Food Technology course.

The course is suitable for candidates who have an interest in developing skills, knowledge and understanding
about the relationships between food, nutrition, diet, health, and contemporary food issues that affect consumer
choice. They should enjoy learning through practical activity and have the ability to work and research
independently.

Options for progression:

Advanced Higher Health and Food Technology course

National Progression Awards

Other qualifications in hospitality or related areas including HNCs
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National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

The course, which is practical and experiential in nature, develops a range of
cookery skills and food preparation techniques, as well as planning, organisational
and time management skills, in hospitality-related contexts. Through its emphasis on
safety and hygiene, the course instils in candidates an understanding of the need to
follow safe and hygienic practices in many cookery contexts. It also develops the SCAN ME
thinking skills of remembering, understanding and applying, and aspects of
numeracy.

Candidates will enhance their cookery skills, food preparation techniques and ability to follow cookery processes
in the context of producing dishes.

Candidates’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients, and their characteristics, will be developed. The
importance of sustainability, responsible sourcing of ingredients and current dietary advice are also addressed.
Candidates develop planning, organisational and time management skills by following recipes; and by planning,
producing and costing dishes and meals. They also extend their ability to carry out an evaluation of prepared
dishes.

Throughout the course, candidates develop their understanding of safety and hygiene when working with
ingredients as well as the importance of following safe and hygienic practices at all times in a practical context.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course has three components:

Component Marks Scaled Mark Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 30 25 1 hour
Component 2: Assighment 18 13
Component 3: Practical Activity 82 62

Component 2 and component 3 are inter-related and will be assessed using one activity. Candidates will carry out
one task — planning and producing a meal — which will provide evidence for both components.
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National 5 Practical Cake Craft (SCQF Level 5)
S6 pupils only

Course Content:
This hands-on and experiential course focuses on developing a variety of cake baking and finishing skills. It allows
candidates to refine and showcase their creativity through the production of cakes and other baked goods.

The course enhances critical thinking abilities such as understanding, analysis, evaluation, and creation. It also
emphasises numeracy, employability skills, and safe, hygienic work practices.

Candidates gain a solid understanding of cake production methods, and the functional properties of ingredients
used in cakes and other baked items. They develop practical skills in baking a wide range of cakes and other baked
goods, applying specialist techniques and processes safely and hygienically.

Additionally, the course helps candidates improve their ability to finish cakes and baked items with precision.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component L 30 2 hours
Assignment

Component 2:

70
Practical Activity

Components 1 and 2 are interconnected and will be assessed through a single activity.
Candidates will complete one task which will serve as evidence for both components — designing, planning,
making, finishing, demonstrating knowledge- and understanding and evaluating a cake.

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

S6 pupils only.

This course is designed for those wishing to acquire cake baking and finishing skills and to develop and
demonstrate innovativeness in these areas. An interest in the creative and artistic aspect of the course would be
an important consideration.

Options for progression:
Other qualifications in hospitality or related areas
Further study, employment or training
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NPA Social Services and Healthcare (SCQF Level 6)

Aims of the qualification:

The specific aim of this NPA is to provide the values, skills and knowledge necessary to prepare learners to achieve
the mandatory Units for SVQ 2 Social Services and Healthcare and enter employment in a range of adult social
services settings. It aims to provide a blended learning experience inclusive of classroom learning, assessment and
practice-based experience which will be particularly beneficial for young people who might wish to progress to the
full Foundation Apprenticeship and also have a more general application for learners entering employment in
social services settings who require to develop and consolidate their knowledge and skills in a structured manner.

The specific aims of this NPA are to:

e Enable candidates to develop their understanding of the values which underpin work in social service settings.

e Enable candidates to understand how the National Care Standards and the SSSC Codes of Practice should
inform social services practice.

e Enable candidates to develop their understanding of current law, policy, procedures and good practice.

e Enable candidates to begin to integrate values, skills and knowledge through learning and practice experience
in adult social services settings.

e Enable candidates to begin to develop skills appropriate for working with individuals who have different needs
and who use social services.

e Provide candidates with opportunities to gain and demonstrate skills necessary for safe care.

e Introduce candidates to the body of knowledge that underpins social services practice

e Enable candidates to be reflective practitioners and evaluate their practice.

e Support candidates in preparing for employment in social services settings, and support those who are already
in employment to develop their skills.

e Facilitate progression within the Foundation Apprenticeship, Modern Apprenticeship, Further or Higher
Education (for those who wish).

Approaches to Assessment:
To achieve the full NPA, learners must complete the five mandatory Units named below:
e Social Services in Scotland
e Communication in Care Relationships
e Safeguarding People
e Safe Practice and Wellbeing in Social Services
e Human Development and Social Influences

Who is this course for?

This NPA is suitable for learners who have not previously studied aspects of social services or had practical
experience in this sector, as well as those who have already gained some experience.

Pupils who have achieved a National 5 or SCQF Level 5.

Options for progression:

Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services and Healthcare
SVQ 2 in Social Services and Healthcare

Modern Apprenticeship in SVQ3 Social Services and Healthcare




PUBLIC

Combined Award (SCQF Level 6)
First Aid and Personal Development Award

First Aid

Pupils will complete the following Level 6 First Aid Awards:
e Emergency First Aid at Work

e Emergency Paediatric First Aid

First Aid at Work

Paediatric First Aid

Emergency First Aid at Work (SCQF Level 6)
The Award in Emergency First Aid at Work at SCQF level 6 will develop knowledge and skills required to deal with a
range of workplace first aid situations.
Learners will find out about the roles and responsibilities of the first aider and how to assess an incident, then
cover how to provide first aid in the following situations:

e anunresponsive casualty

¢ someone who is choking

e someone with external bleeding

e someone in shock

e someone with minor injuries

This is a regulated qualification which is recognised nationally.

Emergency Paediatric First Aid (SCQF Level 6)
The Award in Emergency Paediatric First Aid at SCQF level 6 will equip learners with the knowledge and skills
required to administer paediatric first aid and assist them in gaining employment in a childcare environment.
The Award develops basic skills in emergency paediatric first aid and focuses on the role and responsibilities of the
paediatric first aider and on knowing how to deal with emergency situations safely.
Practical activities include:

e providing first aid to a child who is unresponsive

e providing first aid in choking situations

e providing first aid to a child in shock

e controlling external bleeding

e administering first aid for bites, stings and minor injuries

First Aid at Work (SCQF Level 6)
The Award in First Aid at Work at SCQF level 6 will develop knowledge and skills required to deal with a range of
workplace first aid situations.
Unit 1 covers the roles and responsibilities of the first aider, assessing an incident and providing first aid in the
following situations:

e anunresponsive casualty

e someone who is choking

e someone with external bleeding

e someone in shock

e minorinjuries

Unit 2 includes conducting a secondary survey and providing first aid in the following situations:
e suspected injuries to bones, muscles and joints
e suspected head and spinal injuries
e suspected chest injuries
e burns and scalds
e eyeinjury
e sudden poisoning
e anaphylaxis
e suspected major illness

This is a regulated qualification, which is recognised nationally
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Paediatric First Aid (SCQF Level 6)

The Award in Paediatric First Aid at SCQF level 6 will equip learners with the knowledge and skills required for
further study in paediatric first aid and assist them in gaining employment in a childcare environment.

The Award covers areas such as emergency paediatric first aid and managing paediatric illness, injuries and
emergencies.

Personal Development Award

This award- has four mandatory units:

e Personal Development: Self Awareness

e Personal Development: Self in Community
e Personal Development: Self and Work

e Personal Development: Practical Abilities

In the Personal Development: Self Awareness Unit (SCQF levels 4—6), learners will aim to build confidence and self-
esteem through self-evaluation of their own qualities, feelings, achievements and areas of development, whilst
undertaking a group project.

In the Personal Development: Self and Community Unit, learners will aim to improve their self-reliance and
confidence. They will develop their interpersonal skills as they work with others to participate in a group project in
the context of one or more communities.

In the Personal Development: Self and Work Unit, learners will aim to improve their self-reliance and confidence by
participating in setting targets for the development of task management skills while carrying out a vocational
project.

In the Personal Development: Practical Abilities Unit, learners will aim to improve their self-reliance and
confidence by demonstrating their practical abilities while participating in one or more projects.

Approaches to Assessment:
In each award is assessed through practical tasks, written tasks or a combination of both.

Who is this course for?
All S5/6 pupils

Options for progression:
Further education, training or employment
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Administration & IT Course Information

National 5 Administration & IT (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

Administrative and IT job opportunities are increasing as all modern businesses need
effective procedures to make sure that they are organised and functioning properly.

Studying Administration & IT will help pupils to develop their IT skills and will teach
them how to use IT software to a standard that enhances their employability in
industry and equips them with skills for lifelong learning and work.

In terms of the wider curriculum, it supports learning by developing a range of
organisational and IT skills which pupils will be able to use regardless of what career path they choose.

Administration & IT does this by developing the following critical skills and knowledge and understanding:

e [T skills in the use of word processing, spreadsheets, database software.

e |T skills for using technology for communication and investigation e.g. PowerPoint, e-mail, internet.

e Organisation skills in preparing and supporting business events and meetings.

e Understanding of how to develop good customer care systems and the benefits of these two organisations.

e Understanding of administration in the workplace and how key legislation affects both businesses and
employees.

The following units are taught:

e Administrative Practices

e IT Solutions for Administrators

e Communication in Administration

Approaches to Assessment:
Pupils are assessed through a variety of theory closed book assessments and practical closed book assessments.
These are marked by class teachers and align with SQA guidelines.

Component Marks Duration Information

The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed under
Component 1: exam conditions during the SQA exam period.

) 50 2 hours . .
Question Paper The question paper covers topics such as Databases, Spreadsheets
and some theory.

The practical assignment is set and marked by SQA.

It draws on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed

70 3 hours across the course. This assignment covers Word Processing,
PowerPoint, E-mail, E-diary, Internet research tasks and some theory.
This is set and marked by SQA.

Component 2:
Assignment

Both the Assignment and Question Paper marks are combined to give an overall grade A-D.

Options for progression:
Higher Administration and IT
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Higher Administration and IT (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Administration & IT course provides learners with experience of
authentic senior administration tasks and engaging practical activities relevant to the
world of work. It encourages learners to organise their work effectively, be aware of
current legislation and the importance of customer care.

This course helps learners to develop advanced administrative skills and digital SCAN ME
literacy, enabling them to contribute to the effective functioning of organisations in

supervisory administrative positions.

Learners develop the ability to use a range of advanced software application functions covering word processing,
spreadsheets, databases and emerging technologies.

Learners develop understanding of:

e the importance of administration theory in the workplace

e advanced digital literacy skills and how to use them to process, manage and communicate information
e organisational and management skills in the context of organising and supporting the workplace

The course comprises 2 areas of study:

Administrative Theory and Practice

Learners develop their understanding of the factors contributing to an efficient administrative function. These
include time and task management, effective teams, complying with workplace legislation, the impact of digital
technologies and customer care.

IT Applications

Learners develop skills in organising and management information using digital technology in administrative
contexts. They use software application functions to analyse, process and manage information, in order to create
and edit complex business documents. Learners develop an understanding of barriers to communication and ways
of overcoming them to ensure communication is effective. They also develop skills, knowledge and understanding
of how to maintain the security and confidentiality of information.

Approaches to Assessment:
Component Marks | Duration Information

The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed under exam
conditions during the SQA exam period.

Compgnent L Lhour The question paper gives learners the opportunity to:
Question 50 30 . . .
. e demonstrate knowledge an understanding of administrative theory
Paper minutes
from all aspects of the course

e draw valid conclusions based on evidence provided

Learners work through a series of tasks related to an event or business. It

is set by SQA on an annual basis and is completed under exam conditions

during class time in one 2-hour sitting.

The assignment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate:
Component 2: 70 5 hours e using advanced functions in word processing, spreadsheets, databases
Assignment and presentation software to produce, process and manage

information and solve problems in unfamiliar contexts

e electronic research skills to source complex information

o effective communication skills, taking account of context, purpose and
audience

Who is this course for?

This course is designed for learners who are interested in the management functions of administration and
advanced uses of digital technology and who want to develop these skills further.

The course is most appropriate for:

Pupils who have achieved National 5 Admin & IT or Level 5 NPA Business & IT or National 5/H Business
Management or National 5/H Computing

Options for progression:
Other qualifications in administration and IT or related areas. Administration and IT skills cut across all sectors of
the economy and offer wide-ranging employment opportunities.
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Business Management Course Information

National 5 Business Management (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

The purpose of this course is to highlight ways in which organisations operate and
the steps they take to achieve their goals. This will be achieved through combining
practical and theoretical aspects of business learning through the use of real-life
business contexts.

SCAN ME

The skills, knowledge and understanding gained are embedded in current business
practice and theory, and reflect the integrated nature of organisations, their
functions, and their decision-making processes.

A main feature of the course is the development of enterprising skills and employability skills. It develops skills for
learning, life and work that will be of instant use in the workplace. It supports personal financial awareness
through improving pupils’ knowledge of financial management in a business context.

Business and Business Management does this by developing:

e A knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business to satisfy our needs.

e Aninsight into the systems organisations use to ensure customers’ needs are met.

e Enterprising skills and attributes by providing pupils with opportunities to explore realistic business situations.

e Financial awareness through a business context.

e Aninsight into how organisations organise their resources for maximum efficiency and improve their overall
performance.

e An awareness of how external influences impact on organisations.

The following units are taught:

e Understanding Business

e Management of People and Finance

e Management of Marking and Operations

Approaches to Assessment:
Pupils are assessed through a variety of theory closed book assessments and practical closed book assessments.
These are marked by class teachers and align with SQA guidelines.

Component Marks Duration Information

The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed under
Component 1: exam conditions during the SQA exam period.

. 90 2 hours . .
Question Paper The question paper covers topics such as Databases, Spreadsheets
and some theory.

The practical assignment is set and marked by SQA.

This assesses the pupil’s ability to apply skills, and knowledge and

Component 2: understanding from across the different units of the course. Pupils
. 30 5 hours . . .. .

Assignment are required to apply their research, decision making and

communication skills by producing a proposal to improve the

effectiveness of a small to medium-sized business.

Both the Assignment and Question Paper marks are combined to give an overall grade A-D.

Options for progression:
Higher Business Management
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Higher Business Management (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Business Management course helps learners understand the dynamic,
changing and competitive environment of industry and commerce and the
environments that organisations operate in. It develops skills in communicating and
presenting business-related information to stakeholders of an organisation.

The course highlights the different ways in which large organisations operate.
Learners learn to understand and make use of business information to interpret and
report on overall business performance, in a range of contexts. Using current business theory and practice, the
course reflects the integrated nature of large organisations, their functions and decision-making processes.

Learners develop an understanding of:
e the ways in which society relies on organisations and how external influences can affect them
e arange of methods that businesses and other organisations use to meet customer needs
e enterprising skills and attributes
e how to analyse and interpret business information and communicate it in a clear and concise way

The course is suitable for learners who are interested in entering the world of business, as a manager, employee or
self-employed person and exploring the activities of different types of business.

The course comprises 5 areas of study:

Area of Study Information

Learners develop their understanding of how large organisations in the private, public and
Understanding | third sectors operate, make decisions and pursue their strategic goals. They analyse the
Business impact that internal and external environments have on an organisation’s activity and
consider the implications of these factors.

Learners develop their understanding of the importance of effective marketing systems to
large organisations. They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by
organisations to improve competitiveness and customer satisfaction.

Management
of Marketing

Learners develop their understanding of the importance of effective operations systems to
Management large organisations. They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by
of Operations organisations to improve and/or maintain quality, and the importance of satisfying both
internal and external customers’ needs.

Learners develop their understanding of the issues that large organisations face when

Management . .
of Peog le managing people. They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by
P organisations when dealing with staff, including retention, training, leadership and motivation.
Learners develop their understanding of the issues that large organisations face when
Management . . .
of Finance managing finance. They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by

organisations in financial situations.

Who is this course for?
Pupils who have achieved National 5 Business Management or Level 5 NPA Business & IT

Options for progression:
Advanced Higher Business Management
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Component

Marks

Duration

Information

Component 1:
Question Paper

90

2 hours 45
minutes

The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed under
exam conditions during the SQA exam period.
The question paper gives learners the opportunity to:

apply and integrate knowledge and understanding of business
concepts from all aspects of the course

use data handling techniques to interpret and analyse business
information

draw valid conclusions and suggest resolutions to business-
related issues

Component 2:
Assignment

30

8 hours

The assignment requires learners to research and analyse
information and produce a business report using given headings.
The report is based on the analysis of the research findings and
details appropriate conclusions and/or recommendations.

The assignment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate their
ability to:

select an appropriate business topic

collect information/evidence relating to the context of the
assignment, from a range of sources

apply relevant business concepts and theories to the context of
the assignment

analyse and evaluate the business data/information

solve problems by applying relatively complex business ideas and
concepts relevant to the context of the assignment
communicate valid, justified conclusions and/or
recommendations

produce a business report relating to the context of the
assignment
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Advanced Higher Business Management (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course has three areas of study:

The external business environment

Candidates develop a detailed knowledge and in-depth understanding of the effects of external influences on
organisations operating at a multinational and global level. They gain an in-depth understanding of current
issues affecting organisations in an economic, social and environmental context, and consider the effectiveness
of various courses of action.

The internal business environment

Candidates expand their knowledge of both traditional and contemporary management theories used by
organisations to maximise efficiency and evaluate theories relating to internal factors that influence the success
of teams.

Evaluating business information
Candidates develop skills in evaluating a range of business information used by organisations to reach
conclusions.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 80 2 hours 45 minutes

Component 2:

. 40 No time limit
Project

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across both course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

This course is suitable for candidates who are interested in entering the world of business, as an employee, a
manager, or a self-employed person. It offers excellent preparation for, and transition to, higher education
institutions, by developing many transferable skills, such as autonomous learning.

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Business Management course or equivalent qualifications and/or
experience prior to starting this course.

Options for progression:

A range of business-related Higher National Diplomas (HNDs)

Degrees in business and other related disciplines

Careers in a wide range of management functions within the private, public, and third sectors
Further study, employment and/or training
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Computing Course Information

National 5 Computing (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

Pupils will develop a range of transferable skills for learning for life and skills for
work, opening up a wide range of career and study opportunities.

Computing Science does this by developing:

e Computer programs using software development environments e.g. Visual SCAN ME
Basic, Games Design

e An understanding of the role and impact of computing and information
technologies on the environment and society

e Investigation into an emerging and innovative software development technology

e Simple information systems

e Web authoring

e The application of computing and information science knowledge and skills to create solutions

The course consists of the following units:
e Computer Systems

e Software Design and Development
Database Design and Development
Web Design and Development

Approaches to Assessment:
Pupils are assessed through a variety of theory closed book assessments and practical closed book assessments.
These are marked by class teachers and align with SQA guidelines.

Component Marks Duration Information
Component 1: 1 hour 30 | The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed
. 80 . . . .
Question Paper minutes under exam conditions during the SQA exam period.

This will assess practical application of knowledge and skills from
the Units to develop a solution to an appropriately challenging
computing science problem.

It will assess pupils’ skills in analysing a problem, designing a

40 6 hours solution to the problem, implementing a solution to the problem,
and testing and reporting on that solution.

Pupils undertake a Software Design and Development task and
either Database Design and Development or Web Design and
Development task.

Component 2:
Assignment

Both the Assignment and Question Paper are set and externally marked by SQA. The marks are combined to
then give a grade from A-D.

Who is this course for?

This course is designed for learners who are considering further study or a career in computing science and
related disciplines. It provides opportunities to enhance skills in planning and organising, working independently
and in teams, critical thinking and decision making, research, communication, and self- and peer-evaluation, in a
range of contexts.

Options for progression:
Higher Computing
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Higher Computing (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Computing Science course provides learners with an understanding of
the technologies and develops a wide range of practical skills that underpin our
modern, digital world. The course also builds awareness of the importance of
computing in meeting our needs today and for the future, in many fields including
science, education, business and industry. SCAN ME

This course introduces learners to an advanced range of computational processes, where they learn to apply a
rigorous approach to the design and development process across a variety of contemporary contexts. They also

gain an awareness of the important role that computing professionals play in meeting the needs of society today
and for the future.

It enables learners to:

e develop and apply aspects of computational-thinking skills in a range of contemporary contexts

e apply knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and processes in computing science

o apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation, testing and evaluation to a range of digital
solutions with some complex aspects

e communicate advanced computing concepts and explain computational behaviour clearly and concisely,
using appropriate terminology

e develop awareness of current trends in computing technologies and their impact in transforming and
influencing our environment and society

This course is designed for learners interested in exploring the role and impact of contemporary computing
technologies.

The course comprises 4 areas of study:

Area of study Information
Software Design and | Learners develop knowledge, understanding of advanced concepts and practical
Development problem-solving skills in software design and development. They do this by using

appropriate modular software development environments. Learners develop
modular programming and computational-thinking skills by analysing, designing,
implementing, testing and evaluating practical solutions and explaining how these
programs work. They use their knowledge of data types and constructs to create
efficient programs to solve advanced problems.

Computer Systems Learners develop their understanding of how data and instructions are stored in
binary form and factors affecting system performance. They gain an awareness of the
environmental impact of intelligent systems, as well as the security risks, precautions
and laws that can protect computer systems.

Database Design and | Learners develop knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving
Development skills in database design and development. They do this through a range of practical
tasks, using a minimum of three linked tables and implemented in SQL. Learners
apply computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate
practical solutions, using a range of development tools. Learners apply interpretation
skills to tasks involving some complex features in both familiar and new contexts.

Web Design and Learners develop knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving
Development skills in web design and development. They do this through a range of practical and
investigative tasks. Learners apply computational-thinking skills to analyse, design,
implement, test, and evaluate practical solutions to web-based problems, using a
range of development tools including HTML, Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) and
JavaScript. Learners apply interpretation skills to tasks involving some complex
features in both familiar and new contexts.
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Approaches to Assessment:

Component Marks Duration Information

The question paper gives learners the opportunity to

demonstrate their ability to:

e apply computational thinking to understand problems,
across a range of contexts

e analyse computing science problems with some
complex aspects, across a range of contemporary
contexts

e design, implement, test and evaluate digital solutions

Component 1: 80 2 hours (including computer programs) to problems, across a

Question Paper range of contemporary contexts

e communicate how a program works in technical detail

e communicate understanding of advanced concepts
related to computing science clearly and concisely,
using appropriate terminology

e understand the legal and environmental impact of
contemporary computing technologies

e apply computing science concepts and techniques to
create solutions, across a range of contexts

The assignment is made up of 3 distinct tasks. It is set by
SQA on an annual basis and is conducted under open book
conditions but supervised to ensure that the work
presented is the learner’s own work. It must be carried out
within 8 hours.

The assignment gives learners the opportunity to

demonstrate their ability to:

Component 2: e apply aspects of computational thinking across a

. 40 6 hours

Assignment range of contexts

e analyse problems within computing science across
a range of contemporary contexts

e design, implement, test and evaluate digital
solutions (including computer programs) to
problems across a range of contemporary contexts

e demonstrate skills in computer programming

e apply computing science concepts and techniques
to create solutions across a range of contexts

Who is this course for?

Pupils who have achieved National 5 Computing

This course is designed for learners interested in exploring the role and impact of contemporary computing
technologies.

Options for progression:
Advanced Higher Computing
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Advanced Higher Computing (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

This course highlights the central role of computing professionals as creative problem-solvers and designers,
able to conceive, design, implement, and operate complex systems. It provides candidates with an
understanding of contemporary computing technologies and develops a wide range of practical skills that
underpin our modern, digital world.

The course also builds awareness of the importance of computing in meeting our needs today and for the
future, in many fields including science, education, business, and industry. Many organisations regard computing
skills as vital to their growth and sustainability, while a growing number of individuals use computing
technologies as a way to create entrepreneurial, social and enterprise-building opportunities.

The course has three areas of study:

Software design and development

Candidates develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in software design
and development. They do this by using appropriate software development environments. Candidates develop
object-oriented programming and computational-thinking skills by analysing, designing, implementing, testing,
and evaluating practical solutions and explaining how these modular programs work. They use their knowledge
of data types and constructs to create efficient programs to solve advanced problems.

Database design and development

Candidates develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in database design
and development. They do this through a range of practical tasks, using SQL to create and query relational
databases. Candidates apply computational thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate
practical solutions, using a range of development tools. Candidates apply interpretation skills to tasks involving
some complex features in both familiar and new contexts.

Web design and development

Candidates develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in web design and
development. They do this through a range of practical and investigative tasks. Candidates apply computational-
thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate practical solutions to web-based problems, using
a range of development tools including HTML, Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) and PHP. Candidates apply
interpretation skills to tasks involving some complex features in both familiar and new contexts.

Approaches to Assessment:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1:
Question Paper
Component 2:
Project

55 2 hours

80 No time limit

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across both course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Computing Science course.

The course is suitable for candidates interested in exploring the role and impact of contemporary computing
technologies. It provides a pathway for those who want to progress to more specialised training, further
education, or entry into a diverse range of occupations and careers, such as software programming and/or
engineering, databases, and web design and development. The skills in the course are transferable to all areas of
computing-related study including robotics, artificial intelligence, e-commerce, networking, cyber security, and
systems analysis and testing.

Options for progression:
A range of computing-related Higher National Diplomas (HNDs), degrees in computing science or related
disciplines, careers in computing, IT and/or related areas, and further study, employment and/or training.
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Level 5 NPA Cybersecurity (SCQF Level 5)
Course Content:

National Progression Awards (NPAs) assess a defined set of skills and knowledge in specialist vocational areas,
linked to National Occupational Standards.

The NPAs in Cyber Security at SCQF levels 4, 5 and 6 provide foundation knowledge and skills in data security,
digital forensics and ethical hacking — and provide a skills pipeline into the cyber security industry.

These awards are designed to raise awareness of cyber security and fill the current skills gap in this field. They
will encourage learners to improve their cyber hygiene and enable them to identify security weakness safely,
legally and ethically. They will also help learners to contribute more safely to virtual communities.

They are the first school-based national qualifications in cyber security to be developed and will prepare
learners for further studies and future employment in this area.

Ethics and the law are fundamental aspects of these awards. Ethical considerations are included in every
component Unit, and legislative considerations are included in all appropriate Units. The aim of the awards is to
produce knowledgeable and skilled individuals who are aware of the potential misuses of, and unauthorised
access to, computer systems but who use these competences for legal and ethical purposes.

The course has three mandatory units:
Data Security

Digital Forensics

Ethical Hacking

The progression through SCQF levels 4, 5 and 6 is accomplished by increasing the:

e Amount of content (higher levels may contain new topics)

e Scope of content (higher levels may expand the content of lower levels)

e Complexity of content (higher levels may study the content in more complex ways)

Approaches to Assessment:
Units are internally assessed.

Who is this course for?

The qualification is suitable for a wide range of learners:

e For learners wishing to develop and enhance Cyber skills to support their learning across a wide range of
curricular areas.

e For pupils who will undertake the qualification as a broadening of the Computing Science curriculum.

There are a number of formal and informal qualifications that would help to prepare learners for these
qualifications including National 4/5 and Higher Computing Science.
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NPA Enterprise and Employability (SCQF Level 5)

This National Progression Award (NPA) in Enterprise and Employability equips candidates with relevant
and transferable skills which can be used in any employment setting, including self-employment.

It develops practical, technical and transferable skills such as creativity, oral, written and evaluation
abilities, resource management and organisational skills.

Aims of the qualification

The principal aims of this award is to:

e Develop candidate’s concept of employment and entrepreneurial roles.

e Enhance candidate’s progression into employment via different routes and pathways.

The general aims of the qualification:

e Enhance candidate’s self-awareness; skills, qualities and attributes.
e Allow candidates opportunities to plan and review.

e Allow candidates to reflect and review on their performance.

e Develop Core Skills in problem solving.

o Allow opportunities to work with others.

e Enhance employment opportunities.

e Contribute to further study.

The specific aims of the qualification:

e Introduce the concept of self — employment.

e Enhance a candidate’s customer service skills.

e Develop an understanding of marketing, sales and promotion.

e Create a product or service.

e Create a business plan.

e Develop knowledge of personal and business finances.

e Create opportunities for candidates to gather performance evidence related to enterprise and / or
employment.

Approaches to Assessment:
To achieve the award pupils must successfully complete the mandatory unit as well as units from 3 course
groups.

Mandatory Unit — Personal Development: Self and Work
Group A Enterprise — 1 or 2 Units
Group B Employability — 1 or 2 units selected by department

Group C Personal Development — 1 unit selected by department

Units are internally assessed.
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Mathematics Course Information

National 5 Mathematics (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

Throughout this course, candidates acquire and apply operational skills necessary
for developing mathematical ideas through symbolic representation and diagrams.
They select and apply mathematical techniques and develop their understanding of
the interdependencies within mathematics.

Candidates develop mathematical reasoning skills and gain experience in making
informed decisions.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 externally assessed components:

National 5 in a Nutshell

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 1 40 1 hour
(non-calculator)

Question Paper 2 50 1 hour 30 minutes

Options for progression:
Higher Mathematics (SCQF Level 6)
Higher Application of Maths (SCQF Level 6)

National 5 Application of Maths (SCQF Level 5)
Course Content:

SCAN ME

Throughout this course, candidates acquire and apply operational skills necessary for solving problems, through
application-led learning. Through real-life contexts, candidates acquire and apply mathematical operational skills
directly relevant to life and work and learn to appreciate the role of mathematical ideas in the world.

Candidates develop mathematical reasoning skills and gain experience in making and justifying decisions and

drawing conclusions.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 externally assessed components:

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 1 35 50 minutes
(non-calculator)

Question Paper 2 55 1 hour 40 minutes

Options for progression:
Higher Application of Maths
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Higher Mathematics (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Mathematics course develops, deepens and extends the mathematical
skills necessary at this level and beyond. Throughout this course, candidates acquire
and apply operational skills necessary for developing mathematical ideas through
symbolic representation and diagrams. They select and apply mathematical
techniques and develop their understanding of the interdependencies within
mathematics.

SCAN ME

Candidates develop mathematical reasoning skills and gain experience in making informed decisions.

e course overview/content/assessment:

e understand and use a range of complex mathematical concepts and relationships

e select and apply operational skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry, calculus and statistics within
mathematical contexts

e select and apply skills in numeracy

e use mathematical reasoning skills to extract and interpret information and to use complex mathematical
models

e use mathematical reasoning skills to think logically, provide justification or proof, and solve problems

e communicate mathematical information with complex features

Approaches to Assessment:
Pupils are assessed under exam conditions over two papers:

Component Marks Duration

Question Paper 1

55 1 hour and 15 minutes
(non-calculator)

Question Paper 2 65 1 hour and 30 minutes

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?
Pupils who have demonstrated an aptitude for National 5 Mathematics and have achieved an A or B pass.
Pupils who are interested in developing mathematical techniques to use in further study or in the workplace.

Options for progression:
Advanced Higher Mathematics
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Advanced Higher Mathematics (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The Advanced Higher Mathematics course develops, deepens and extends the mathematical skills necessary at
this level and beyond.

Throughout this course, candidates acquire and apply operational skills necessary for exploring complex
mathematical ideas. They select and apply mathematical techniques and develop their understanding of the
interdependencies within mathematics.

Candidates develop mathematical reasoning skills and gain experience in making informed decisions.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:
Question Paper 1 35 1 hour
(non-calculator)

Component 2:

Question Paper 2 80 2 hours 30 minutes

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across both course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Mathematics course.

This course is particularly suitable for candidates who:

e have demonstrated an aptitude for Higher Mathematics

e are interested in developing mathematical techniques to use in further study or in the workplace

Options for progression:
e Other qualifications in mathematics or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Higher Application of Maths (SCQF Level 6)

Course Content:

The Higher Applications of Mathematics course focuses on developing the mathematical and analytical skills
required in society and for the future workforce. The course develops candidates’ quantitative and mathematical
literacy, problem-solving skills and reasoning skills as they apply mathematics in real-life contexts.

Applying mathematics in real-life contexts includes identifying relevant information, formulating a problem in
appropriate mathematical or statistical terms, selecting and applying tools correctly, finding solutions, interpreting
solutions in the context of a problem, and evaluating the approach taken.

The skills, knowledge and understanding in the course supports learning and further study and builds confidence
in a wide range of curricular areas, such as humanities, social sciences, healthcare, and business.

The course will:

e Equip candidates with the mathematical and statistical literacy skills they need for life, work and further study
in a wide range of curricular areas

e Develop candidates’ financial literacy in real-life contexts

e Show candidates how they can use appropriate digital technology to manipulate and model mathematical,
statistical and financial information

e Develop candidates’ range of mathematical skills so that they can analyse, interpret and present data and
numerical information

e Provide candidates with the skills to appraise quantitative information critically, considering modelling or
statistical assumptions

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 35 2 hours and 5 minutes
Project 30 8 hours

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across both course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Pupils who have achieved a pass A-C the Applications of Maths National 5 or A-C pass in the National 5
Mathematics course.

It is also suitable for pupils’ who have achieved a Higher Mathematics pass and would like to continue studying
with another branch of Mathematics.

This course may be better suited to pupils with an interest in Statistics, finance and data modelling or who are
interested in developing the mathematical reasoning and numerical skills that are useful in other curriculum areas
and workplaces.

This Higher may not be suitable for pupils intending to apply for Mathematics, Engineering or other Science based
degrees at university.

Options for progression:
e Other qualifications in mathematics or related areas, for example Advanced Higher Statistics
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Modern Languages Pathways
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Modern Languages Course Information

Only 20% of the world’s population speak English. It’s never too late to start a new language!
- Speaking a new language can help you get a job abroad.

- Makes travelling easier and more enjoyable.

- When you go on holiday you can speak to local people.

- Can help you earn a higher salary.

- Can give you an advantage in college/university/job interviews.
- Helps to protect the brain from signs of ageing.

- Improves your grasp of English.

- Enhances your confidence.

- Makes you aware of other cultures.

National 5 French (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell

National 5 Spanish (SQCF Level 5)

Course Content:

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop reading and
listening, talking and writing skills in the modern language, and to develop their
knowledge and understanding of detailed language in the contexts of society,
learning, employability, and culture.

SCAN ME

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 5 components:

Component Marks Scaled Mark Duration

Component 1: Question Paper 1 Reading 30 N/A

1 hour and 30 minutes
Component 2: Question Paper 1 Writing 20 15
Component 3: Question Paper 1 Listening 20 30 30 minutes approximately
Component 4: Assighnment - Writing 20 15

6-8 minut
Component 5: Performance - Talking 30 N/A minutes

approximately

Each skill (Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking) is worth 25 % of the final mark.

Options for progression after S4:
Higher French (SCQF Level 6)
Higher Spanish (SCQF Level 6)
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Higher French (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell
Higher Spanish (SCQF Level 6)

Course Content:

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop reading, listening,
talking and writing skills in the modern language, and to develop their knowledge
and understanding of detailed and complex language in the contexts of society,
learning, employability, culture.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 5 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: 30
Question Paper 1 Reading 5 hours
Component 2: 20
Question Paper 2 Directed writing
Component 3: .

2 t
Question Paper 2 Listening 0 30 minutes
Component 4: Assignment 20
Writing
Component 5: Performance . .
Talking 30 10 minutes approximately

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for
Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Modern Languages course.

Options for progression:
e Other SQA qualifications in modern languages or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Advanced Higher French (SCQF Level 7)
Advanced Higher Spanish (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop advanced reading, listening, talking, and writing
skills in the modern language, and to develop their knowledge and understanding of complex and sophisticated
language in the contexts of society, learning, employability, culture.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 4 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper
Reading and Translation
Component 2: Question Paper 2
Listening and Discursive Writing
Component 3:

Portfolio

Component 4: Performance
Talking

50 1 hour and 30 minutes

70 1 hour and 20 minutes

30

50 20 minutes approximately

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Modern Languages course.

This course is suitable for candidates who wish to develop their understanding and use of complex and
sophisticated language through a range of higher-order skills. It gives candidates opportunities to personalise their
learning appropriate to their personal and vocational needs and aspirations.

The Advanced Higher Modern Languages course provides academic and personal challenges for candidates. It
provides a pathway for those who want to progress to more specialised training, further education, or entry into a
diverse range of occupations and careers.

Options for progression:
e Other SQA qualifications in modern languages or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Performance

Session Musician (recording)
Music Therapy
Composer
Primary Teacher

Music Researcher (radio station)
Theatre Technology
Conductor

WORKPLACE
Creative & Cultural
Recording Studio Apprentice
Live Music Engineer
Placement

Music Producer
DJ
Recording Technician
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Music Course Information

National 5 Music (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell

Course Content:

e Pupils will specialise on only 2 Instruments OF THEIR CHOICE.

e Pupils pick from Keyboard, Glockenspiel, Drumkit, Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele,
Voice, and/or an instrument they have private tuition on.

e Practical lessons each week on each instrument, working on National 5 Content.

e Assessments on instruments and coursework carried out each term.

e Lessons each week on Composing, Theory, Listening & Topic content.

e Pupils contribute to whole-school and extra-curricular events whilst developing and improving their Musical
skillset.
o www.ataea.co.uk shows the content of this Listening and topic work.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 4 components:

Component Marks Scaled Mark Duration
Question Paper 40 35 45 minutes
Assignment 30 15
Performance — Instrument 1 30 25 8 minutes total

(between both
Performance — Instrument 2 30 25 instruments)

Options for progression:
Higher Music (SCQF Level 6)



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ataea.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cderek.milligan%40renfrewshire.school%7C8b36780c46dd4acb695308dc11159f38%7C0da1dde9559847fe891e370cb713d6b0%7C0%7C0%7C638404031777229481%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uu%2BYNeT%2BXZKfrmzqj8VtqD1vQ%2BUikjFYaS0rbAJStls%3D&reserved=0
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Higher Music (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The course has an integrated approach to learning and combines practical learning
and understanding of music. Candidates draw upon their understanding of music
styles and concepts when performing and creating music.

Candidates experiment with and use music concepts in creative ways, within a range

of compositional methods, as they compose original music and self-reflect on their
creative choices. Through listening, they develop knowledge and understanding of a
variety of music styles, level-specific concepts, signs and symbols used in music notation.

Candidates develop their performing skills on two selected instruments, or on one selected instrument and voice,
through regular practice and self-reflection.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 4 components:

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 40 1 hour
Assignment 30
Performance — Instrument 1 30
Performance — Instrument 2 30

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Music course.

The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in developing their understanding and skills in music. It
allows them to consolidate and reinforce prior skills, knowledge and understanding of music developed through
other qualifications or experience. It also provides a pathway for those who want to progress to higher levels of
study.

Options for progression:
e Other qualifications in music, for example Advanced Higher Music and HN Sound Production
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Advanced Higher Music (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course has an integrated approach to learning and combines practical learning and understanding of music.
Candidates draw upon their understanding of music styles and concepts when performing and creating music.

Candidates experiment with and use music concepts in creative ways, within a range of compositional methods, as
they compose or arrange music and reflect on their creative choices. Through listening, they develop knowledge
and understanding of a variety of music styles and concepts, and signs and symbols used in music notation.

Candidates develop their performing skills on one instrument or voice through regular practice and reflection.
Candidates must also:

e perform on a second contrasting instrument
or

e compose a portfolio of music

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 5 components: 3 mandatory components and 2 optional components.

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 40 1 hour and 15 minutes
Mandatory Assignment 40
Performance — Instrument 1 30
Performance — Instrument 2 30
Optional
Portfolio 30

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Music course.

The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in developing their understanding and skills in music. It
allows them to consolidate and reinforce skills, knowledge and understanding of music developed through other
qualifications or experience. It provides a pathway for those who want to progress to more specialised training,
further and higher education, or entry into a diverse range of occupations and careers.

Options for progression:
e Other qualifications in music, for example Higher National (HN) qualifications in music or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Physical Education Course Information

Higher Physical Education (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell
Course Content:
The course consists of two areas of study:

Factors impacting on performance

Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of mental, emotional, social and N
physical factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities. Through

collecting information, candidates consider how these factors can influence
effectiveness in performance. They develop knowledge and understanding of a range

of approaches for enhancing performance. Candidates select and apply these

approaches to factors that impact on their personal performance.

Candidates create and implement Personal Development Plans (PDPs), modify these, and justify decisions relating
to future personal development needs.

Performance

Candidates develop their ability to demonstrate a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and
performance skills through a range of physical activities. They select, demonstrate, apply and adapt these skills,
and use them to make informed decisions. They also develop their knowledge and understanding of how these
skills combine to produce effective outcomes.

Candidates develop consistency, precision, control and fluency of movement. They also learn how to respond to,
and meet, the demands of performance in a safe and effective way.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 50 2 hours and 30 minutes

Component 2:

60
Performance

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Physical Education course.

The course is suitable for candidates who have an interest in developing complex movement and performance
skills. It is particularly appropriate for candidates who would like to enhance their performance and develop a
deeper understanding of factors that impact on personal performance.

Options for progression:

The course provides a foundation for those considering further study or a career in a range of disciplines including
physical education, sport, health and fitness.

e Advanced Higher Physical Education course

e Other qualifications in physical education or related areas

e Further study, employment and/or training
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Advanced Higher Physical Education (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course has two areas of study.

Factors impacting on performance

Candidates develop independent research, analytical and evaluative skills by investigating mental, emotional,
social and physical factors that impact performance in physical activities. By collecting information, candidates
consider how these factors can influence effectiveness in performance. They develop knowledge and
understanding of a range of approaches for enhancing performance. Candidates select and apply these
approaches to factors that impact performance.

Candidates create and implement Personal Development Plans (PDPs), modify and evaluate these, and justify
decisions relating to future development needs.

Performance

Candidates develop their ability to demonstrate a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and
performance skills in one activity, in a challenging context. They select, demonstrate, apply and adapt these skills
and use them to make informed decisions. They develop their knowledge and understanding of how these skills
combine to produce effective outcomes.

Candidates develop consistency, precision, control and fluency of movement. They learn how to respond to and
meet the demands of performance in a safe and effective way.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course has 2 components:

Component Marks
Component 1: 70
Project
Component 2:
30
Performance

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across both course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

This course is suitable for candidates who have an interest in developing complex movement and performance
skills in physical activity. It is particularly appropriate for candidates who would like to enhance their performance
and develop a deeper understanding of the factors that impact on performance. The course encourages
independence and responsibility for learning as, at this level, the context of study and performance should be
personal, complex and challenging.

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Physical Education course.

Options for progression:

The course provides a foundation for those considering further study or a career in a range of disciplines including

physical education, sport, health and fitness.

e Higher National Diplomas (HNDs) in areas such as sports science, sports coaching, or health and fitness

e degrees in areas such as physical education, physical activity and health, sport and exercise science, health
promotion, or sports psychology

e further study, employment and/or training related to personal training or health promotion
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Combined Course - Level 6 NPA Sports Coaching and Youth Achievement Award (SCQF
Level 6/7)

NPA Sports Coaching (SCQF Level 6)
You must be 16 years of age upon completion of this award.

Course Content:

This qualification will enable you to develop knowledge of the roles and responsibilities of a coach and coaching
assistant. It will explore what underpins a coaching philosophy and how it can influence coaching practice. You will
develop self-awareness of personal coaching practice, knowing why it is important to identify strengths and areas
for development and how the National Governing Bodies (NGBs) can create a personal pathway for your own
progression as a coach.

You will also enhance your knowledge of participant needs. You will learn about wellbeing, Duty of Care, the
participants you are planning activity for and how to meet their expectations and aspirations.

This qualification will allow you to understand key elements of the coaching process and the people involved and
to implement this knowledge into a coaching programme. You will develop key planning skills in the design of a
short coaching programme. You will then deliver these planned sessions to appropriate coaching groups,
developing organisational and communication skills along the way. Within the planning and delivery stages, you
will develop knowledge and understanding of Health and Safety requirements needed within a coaching
environment as well as learning how to work effectively with coaching assistants.

You will continually review your practice, developing reflective practice skills to further enhance your coaching
practice.

Approaches to Assessment:

The NPA has two units. Both must be completed to obtain the award.
e  Sports Coaching: Knowing Yourself and Knowing Others

e  Sports Coaching: Knowing Coaching

Each assessment for the units will be in a context that allows you to reflect, collaborate and use various sources to
support completion of the work.

The delivery and assessment of this qualification is designed to be as practicable as possible, however, some short
and extended answer responses may be appropriate to demonstrate knowledge. Other assessments may be used
such as individual research tasks, case studies, projects, portfolio, teacher / lecturer observation or professional
discussion.

Options for progression:

PDA Sports Coaching (SCQF Level 7)

HNC Sports Coaching and Development (SCQF Level 7)
Further training and employment

Gold or Platinum Youth Achievement Award (SCQF Level 6 or SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The Youth Achievement Award (YAA) is an accessible and flexible award that provide a framework to recognise and
accredit personal learning and achievement in leadership in sport.

Pupils take a youth work approach and follow a plan-do-review format and allow young people to gain or develop
skills through involvement in activities at various levels of responsibility, providing a progression pathway.

Within the context of sports coaching, the young person identifies an activity or ‘challenge’ that they would like to
be involved in, the level of responsibility they would like to undertake and set themselves personal targets to work
towards. On completion of their challenge, they review their progress and reflect upon how they have benefited
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from the plan-do-review approach to their learning and the skills they have gained or developed rather than just
record the activities they have been involved in.

Approaches to Assessment:

To gain an award, a young person must record their progress in an awards booklet and provide evidence of how they
have met the award criteria in a personal portfolio of evidence. There is no final exam, assessment is based on the
award booklet and portfolio of evidence.

Gold Level

At Gold Level, a young person will need to take individual responsibility for planning, organising and leading activities
for others. They will need to undertake a minimum of 1 challenge and up to 4 taking at least 60 hours in total to
complete. Challenges can be no less than 10 hours.

They will also need to plan, prepare and deliver a Presentation on their progress through their Gold Award. Although
there is no specified number of hours associated with the Presentation, it is expected to take around 20 hours in
total.

Platinum Level

At this level, a young person will take responsibility for creating and delivering learning opportunities for others.

In the Platinum award the challenges are set. Some of the challenges have specified required hours, others do not,
but the overall estimated average time commitment for the award is around 150 hours.

The challenges are:

Challenge 1 (Personal Development Plan): The young person researches and creates a Personal Development Plan
that outlines their skills, experience and goals. (Approx. 20 hours)

Challenge 2 (Training): The young person completes at least 30 hours of training to build the knowledge and skills
they will need for their placement(s).

Challenge 3 (Placement/s): The young person completes at least 60 hours in one or more placements that allows
them to deliver learning opportunities for others.

Challenge 4 (Progress Evaluation): The young person creates a progress evaluation that reflects on their learning from
the previous challenges. (Approx. 20 hours)

Challenge 5 (Presentation): The young person prepares and delivers a presentation about what they have learned
through their award experience. (Approx. 20 hours)
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Legal Services
Access to Humanities
Health & Social Care
Christian Theology Access

Police Officer
Teacher (particularly primary)
Legal Support Services

I DON'T ACCEPT EVERYTHING
@ YOU HEAR AS TRUTH.

BE CRITICAL AND EVALUATE
WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN."

-
B ARISTOTLE

ADVANCED HIGHER

RMPS

(SCQF Level 6)

WORKPLACE
Court & Tribunal Operations
Paralegal Practice
Social Services
Community Development

Archaeology
Archives
Social Services
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Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS) Course Information

National 5 RMPS (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

World Religion: Buddhism

In this unit pupils will learn about the Nature of the Buddha and the key beliefs and
practices of Buddhists. This in depth look at this world religion will support pupils in
their knowledge and understanding of what informs Buddhists to make decisions
and how they put their beliefs into action. SCAN ME

Morality and Belief: Morality and Justice

Pupils will explore the value of life through discussions around capital punishment. Ethical questions such as 'is it
ever morally right to execute someone for a crime they’'ve committed’, will be debated through religious and non-
religious view points. They will also learn about the causes of crime and different perspectives to punishment.

Religious and Philosophical Questions: The Existence of God

Potential explanations for the existence of God will be debated. Pupils will also have the chance to look at the
different arguments that support God’s existence as well as the counter arguments and challenges to these like the
Big Bang Theory and Evolution.

Approaches to Assessment:

Including any coursework that has to be completed:

e Unit assessments are open book for N5

e Assignment (worth 25% of final grade) prepared and written in advance supported by teacher and then written
up in exam conditions.

e Final SQA Exam

National 5
The course assessment has 2 components:
Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 80 2 hours 20 minutes
Component 2: Assighment 20

Options for progression:
Higher RMPS
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Higher RMPS (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The course encourages active learning in the process of investigating religious, moral
and philosophical topics or issues. Through the course as a whole, candidates take a
broad overview of the beliefs, values or viewpoints of more than one religion.

SCAN ME

Candidates develop and apply a range of cognitive skills over a range of religious,
moral and philosophical contexts in three areas of study: world religion, morality and
belief, and religious and philosophical questions. Each area offers opportunities for
candidates to focus on particular skills and has flexibility in the topics which candidates can study.

World religion — Buddhism

Candidates develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of the impact and significance of religion today. They
study key beliefs and practices of Buddhism and the contribution these make to the lives of followers such as the
impact of belief in reincarnation or the practice of meditation.

Morality and belief — Justice

Candidates develop skills to evaluate and express detailed, reasoned and well-structured views about
contemporary moral questions and responses in particular sentencing in the UK and the use of Capital Punishment
globally. They develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of contemporary moral questions, and religious and
non-religious responses to the issues arising from the causes of crime, the purposes of punishment and different
responses to crime.

Religious and philosophical guestions — The Existence of God

Candidates develop skills to critically analyse religious and philosophical questions and responses. They will study
the philosophical question Does God Exist using arguments such as whether the complex creation of the universe
proves God exists or if arguments such as Evolution are enough to challenge these beliefs.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 3 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 1
World religion and morality and 60 2 hours and 15 minutes
belief
Component 2: Question Paper 2
Religious and philosophical 20 45 minutes
questions
Component 3: Assignment 30 1 hour 30mins (in class)

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

The course is appropriate for a wide range of candidates, including those who wish to:
e Achieve a greater understanding of religion and its place in society
e Develop critical thinking skills and learn how to effectively engage and debate contemporary moral issues
e Progress to more specialised study, further education, training or employment

Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies

Options for progression:
e Advanced Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies
e Further study, employment and/or training




PUBLIC
Advanced Higher RMPS (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

Candidates develop and apply a range of cognitive skills across three areas of study:
e philosophy of religion

e medical ethics

e religious experience

Each area offers opportunities for candidates to focus on particular skills and has flexibility in the topics they can
study.

The course encourages active learning. Throughout the course, candidates take a broad overview of the beliefs,
values or viewpoints of more than one religion.

Candidates study two of the three areas of study — one mandatory and one optional.

Philosophy of religion — mandatory

Candidates develop skills to critically evaluate a range of issues arising from the philosophy of religion. They
develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of key arguments and responses to these arguments.

Medical ethics — optional

Candidates develop skills to critically evaluate a range of issues involving medical ethics. They develop in-depth
knowledge and understanding of the issues, and of religious and other responses to them, including the
philosophical reasoning behind these responses.

Religious experience — optional

Candidates develop skills to critically evaluate a range of issues concerning religious experience, and of religious
and other responses to them. They develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of different perspectives on
religious experience.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has two components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 90 3 hours

Component 2:

Project - dissertation >0

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

This course is suitable for a wide range of candidates, including those who wish to achieve a greater
understanding of religious, moral and philosophical issues and their contribution to society, both past and
present.

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies course.

Options for progression:

e Degree courses in theology, religious studies, philosophy, medicine, law, social sciences, and social subjects or
related areas

e Further study, employment and/or training
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For information about courses in the Science Faculty please click on the following link:
https://padlet.com/gwi10oneillkathryn/renfrew-high-science-options-information-s|79bg79y5c9wx88

Biology Course Information

Higher Human Biology (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Human Biology course gives pupils the opportunity to understand and
investigate the living world in an engaging and enjoyable way. It develops their
ability to think analytically, creatively and independently, and to make reasoned
evaluations.

The course provides opportunities for pupils to acquire and apply knowledge to SCAN ME
evaluate biological issues, assess risk, make informed decisions and develop an
ethical view of complex issues

The Higher Human Biology course consists of 3 units:

Human Cells

The key areas covered are:

Division and differentiation in human cells, structure and replication of DNA ,gene expression ,mutations , human
genomics , metabolic pathways , cellular respiration, energy systems in muscle cells.

Physiology and Health

The key areas covered are:

Gamete production and fertilisation, hormonal control of reproduction ,the biology of controlling fertility,
antenatal and postnatal screening, the structure and function of arteries, capillaries and veins ,the structure and
function of the heart, pathology of cardiovascular disease (CVD) ,blood glucose levels and obesity.

Neurobiology and Immunology

The key areas covered are:

Divisions of the nervous system and neural pathways ,the cerebral cortex ,memory , the cells of the nervous
system and neurotransmitters at synapses ,non-specific body defences , specific cellular defences against
pathogens, immunisation, clinical trials of vaccines and drugs.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of an Assignment which is worth 20% of the final course award, combined
with a final end of course exam, worth 80% of the award. The end of course exam consists of 120 marks split
across 2 papers and lasts for a total of 3 hours.

Who is this course for?
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the National 5 Biology
course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Options for progression:
This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in Biology, for example Advanced Higher
Biology or related areas of further study such as University or college courses.
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Advanced Higher Biology (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

The course allows learners to develop a theoretical understanding of key aspects of life science at the molecular
scale. This extends to aspects of the biology of whole organisms that are among the major driving forces of
evolution. Learners will be able to immerse themselves in practical experience of experimental investigative work
in biological science.

The Advanced Higher Biology course consists of 3 units:

Cells and Proteins

The key areas covered are:

Laboratory techniques for biologists; proteins; membrane proteins; communication and signalling; protein control
of cell division.

Organisms and Evolution

The key areas covered are:

Field techniques for biologists, evolution, variation and reproduction, sex and behaviour, parasitism.

Investigative Biology
The key areas covered are:
Scientific principles and process; experimentation; reporting and critical evaluation of biological research.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of a project which is worth 25% of the final course award, combined with a
final end of course exam, worth 75% of the award. The end of course exam consists of 100 marks and lasts for 3
hours.

Who is this course for?
Learners would normally be expected to have achieved the Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology course or
equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Options for progression:

This Course or its Units may provide progression for further education, such as a Higher National Diploma or
degree in biology or a related area, such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, professions allied to
medicine, horticulture, pharmacology, environmental science or health.
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Chemistry Course Information

Higher Chemistry (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Chemistry course allows pupils to acquire a deeper understanding of the
central concepts of chemistry. Chemists play a vital role in the production of
everyday commodities. Chemistry research and development are essential for the
introduction of new products. The study of chemistry is of benefit not only to those [=] XS
intending to pursue a career in science, but also to those intending to work in areas SCAN ME
such as the food, health or manufacturing industries.

The Higher Chemistry course consists of 3 units:

Chemical changes and structure

The key areas covered are:

Periodicity, structure and bonding, oxidising and reducing agents.

Nature’s chemistry

The key areas covered are:

Systematic carbon chemistry, alcohols, carboxylic acids, esters, fats and oils, soaps, detergents and emulsions,
proteins, oxidation of food, fragrances, skin care.

Chemistry in society
The key areas covered are:
Getting the most from reactants, controlling the rate, chemical energy, equilibria, chemical analysis.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of an Assignment which is worth 20% of the final course award, combined
with a final end of course exam, worth 80% of the award. The end of course exam consists of 120 marks split
across 2 papers and lasts for a total of 3 hours.

Who is this course for?
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the National 5
Chemistry course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Options for progression:
This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in Chemistry, for example Advanced Higher
Chemistry or related areas of further study such as University or college courses.
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Advanced Higher Chemistry (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

This course allows candidates to develop a deep understanding of the nature of matter, from its most fundamental
level to the macroscopic interactions driving chemical change.

Candidates develop their abilities to think analytically, creatively, and independently to make reasoned
evaluations, and to apply critical thinking in new and unfamiliar contexts to solve problems. The course offers
candidates’ flexibility and personalisation as they decide the choice of topic for their project.

The Advanced Higher Chemistry course consists of 4 units:

Inorganic Chemistry

The topics covered in this unit are:

EM radiation and atomic spectra, atomic orbitals, electronic configurations and the periodic table and transition
metals.

Physical Chemistry
The topics covered in this unit are:
Chemical equilibrium, reaction feasibility and kinetics.

Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis

The topics covered in this unit are:

Molecular orbitals, synthesis, stereo chemistry, experimental determination of structure and pharmaceutical
chemistry

Researching Chemistry

The topics covered are:

Common chemical apparatus, skills involved in experimental work, stoichiometric calculations, gravimetric
analysis, volumetric analysis and practical skills and techniques

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of a project which is worth 25% of the final course award,
combined with a final end of course question paper, worth 75% of the award. The end of course
exam consists of 110 marks and lasts for 3 hours.

Who is this course for?
The course is suitable for candidates who are secure in their attainment of Higher Chemistry or
equivalent qualifications.

Options for progression:

This Course or its Units may provide progression for further education, such as an HND or degree
in chemistry or a related area, such as medicine, law, dentistry, veterinary medicine, engineering,
environmental and health sciences.
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National 5 Skills for Work: Lab Skills (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The course provides a broad experiential introduction to laboratory science. Learners will be empowered with the
knowledge and skills required for employment in a wide range of industries and services with laboratory science
requirements. Examples include work in oil and gas, the NHS, food and drink manufacture, research institutes,
water authorities and education.

Throughout the course learners will become upskilled in a broad range of hands-on laboratory techniques using
analytical instruments and methods similar to those used in commercial laboratories. Within this course learners
will also explore a variety of industries and career opportunities and evaluate and develop their own employability
skills.

Course Structure:

The National 5 Laboratory Science course consists of 4 units:

Careers using laboratory science: This unit introduces learners to the wide range of industries and services that
use scientific knowledge and laboratory skills. They learn about the variety of ways in which science and laboratory
skills are used in different industries and services and about the job roles that use these skills.

Working in a laboratory: Learners will develop laboratory skills such as handling chemicals and preparing
solutions. They will learn to calculate and present results of their practical work. They will also maintain health and
safety while working in a laboratory environment by following safety and security procedures and by carry out a
risk assessment.

Practical skills — In order to develop the skills most commonly used in laboratories, learners will: work safely with
potentially hazardous materials such as microorganisms. They will measure radioactivity; develop competence
using laboratory equipment; perform a titration, chromatography and distillation.

Practical investigation — Learners will plan, carry out and evaluate a practical investigation and produce a written
report.

Who is this course for?

Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the fourth curriculum
level or the National 4 Mathematics course AND one of National 4 Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Equivalent
qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course would also be acceptable.

Approaches to assessment:

There is no exam for this course. Learners will be assessed by their teachers and must pass each unit. Assessment
methods include demonstrating knowledge by providing written or oral evidence. Learners will also be assessed on
their ability to carry out practical tasks or take measurements safely and effectively. Performance evidence for the
practical investigation will be in the form of a written report.

Options for progression:
This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in applied sciences or related areas further
study, employment and/or training in science laboratories.
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Physics Course Information

Higher Physics (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The course develops scientific understanding of issues relating to physics. It enables
learners to gain an in-depth knowledge of concepts in physics, and to develop
confidence in the skills of scientific inquiry. Learners will develop their ability to
describe and interpret physical phenomena using mathematical skills, and practise
scientific methods of investigation from which general relationships are derived and
explored.

The Higher Physics course consists of 3 units:

Our Dynamic Universe:

The key areas covered are:

Motion - equations and graphs; forces, energy and power; collisions, explosions and impulse; gravitation; special
relativity; the expanding universe.

Particles and Waves

The key areas covered are:

Forces on charged particles; the Standard Model; nuclear reactions; inverse square law; wave-particle duality;
interference; spectra; refraction of light.

Electricity

The key areas covered are:

Monitoring and measuring AC; current, potential difference, power, and resistance; electrical sources and internal
resistance; capacitors; semiconductors and p-n junctions.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of an assignment which is worth 20% of the final course award combined
with a final end-of-course exam, worth 80% of the award. The end-of-course exam consists of 155 marks and lasts
for 3 hours (the multiple-choice paper is 25 marks in 45 minutes and the section 2 paper is 130 marks in 2 hours
and 15 minutes).

Who is this course for?
Learners would normally be expected to have achieved the National 5 Physics course or equivalent qualifications
and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Options for progression:
This Course or its Units may provide progression into Advanced Higher Physics, other qualifications in physics or
related areas, further study, employment and/or training.
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Advanced Higher Physics (SCQF Level 7)

Course Content:

As our understanding of physics and its potential applications is constantly evolving, our success as a technological
society depends on the development of young people who are secure in their knowledge of physics, and who are
resilient, adaptable, creative, and inventive.

The course develops candidates’ ability to think analytically, creatively and independently, and to make reasoned
evaluations. It gives candidates the opportunity to apply critical thinking to solve problems.

The course content includes the following areas of physics:

Rotational motion and astrophysics
The topics covered are:
Kinematic relationships, angular motion, rotational dynamics, gravitation, general relativity and stellar physics.

Quanta and waves

The topics covered are:

Introduction to quantum theory, particles from space, simple harmonic motion, waves, interference and
polarisation.

Electromagnetism
The topics covered are:
Fields, circuits and electromagnetic radiation

Units, prefixes and uncertainties

The topics covered are:

Units, prefixes and scientific notation, uncertainties, data analysis and evaluation and significance of experimental
uncertainties.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course is assessed by completion of a project t which is worth 25% of the final course award combined with a
final end-of-course exam, worth 75% of the award. The end-of-course exam consists of 155 marks and lasts for 3
hours.

Who is this course for?
Candidates should have achieved the Higher Physics course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to
starting this course.

Options for progression:

e Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree in physics or a related area, such as engineering, electronics,
computing, design, architecture, or medicine

e A careerin a physics-based discipline or a related area, such as renewable energy, oil and gas exploration,
construction, transport, or telecommunications

e Further study, employment and/or training
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National 5 Practical Electronics (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The electronics industry is vital to everyday life in our society and plays a major role in the economy. It contributes
not only to manufacturing, but to other sectors such as finance, telecommunications, material processing, oil
extraction, weather forecasting and renewable energy. Within all of these sectors, a wide range of job
opportunities are available for people with skills in electronics. The National 5 Practical Electronics course provides
a broad practical introduction to electronics. The course encourages you to become responsible and creative in
your use of technologies and to develop attributes such as flexibility, enthusiasm, perseverance, reliability and
confidence.

Course Structure:

The National 5 Practical Electronics course consists of 3 areas of study:

Circuit design

In this area, you will:

e develop an understanding of key electrical concepts and electronic components,

¢ analyse electronic problems, design solutions to these problems and explore issues relating to electronics.
Circuit simulation

In this area, you will:

e use simulation software to assist in the design, construction and testing of circuits and systems and to
investigate their behaviour.

Circuit construction

In this area, you will:

e gain experience in assembling a range of electronic circuits, using permanent and non permanent methods,
e develop skills in practical wiring and assembly techniques, carrying out testing and evaluating functionality.

Who is this course for?

Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the fourth curriculum
level or the National 4 Practical Electronics or National 4 Engineering Science course. Equivalent qualifications
and/or experience prior to starting this course would also be acceptable.

Approaches to Assessment:

The course assessment has two components totalling 100 marks:

e Component 1: Question paper — 60 marks, scaled to 30 marks (30%) The question paper is set and marked by
SQA.

e Component 2: Practical Activity — worth 70 marks (70%) The practical activity is set by SQA, carried out under
open-book conditions, but supervised to ensure that the work presented is your own.

The course assessment is graded A—D on the basis of the total mark for all course assessment components

Options for progression:

This Course or its Units may provide progression to further study (HNC/HND), training or employment in a variety
of sectors including:

Electrical and Electronic Engineering

Engineering

Construction

Manufacturing Industries
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Geography Course Information

Higher Geography (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:
The Geography Course consists of four units:

Physical Environments

A study of the physical world in which we live. This includes; Atmosphere e.g. The
Global Heat Budget, Hydrosphere e.g. The Water Cycle, Biosphere e.g. soil
properties, Lithosphere e.g. coastal scenery in Dorset and Glacial scenery in the Lake

District, including land use conflict and management.

Human Environments

A study of key issues within Human Geography. This includes; Population e.g. migration patterns, Rural issues e.g.
Land degradation in The Sahel and Urban geography e.g. housing and transport change and management in
Glasgow and Rio de Janeiro.

Global Issues

A study of the interaction between physical and human environments. This includes a close look at Development
and Health e.g. Measuring Development, Primary Health Care and Malaria, and then a detailed study of Global
Climate change e.g. causes, effects and the impact of management strategies.

Application of Geographical Skills
This section aims to develop a greater understanding of O.S. Maps, graphs and other resources. Candidates will
use their map reading skills and understanding of development & conflict to answer the question.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 3 components:

Component Marks Duration
Com!:)onent L Quest'lon.Paper ! 100 1 hour and 50 minutes
Physical and Human Environments
Component 2: Question Paper 2
Global Issues and Geographical 60 1 hour and 10 minutes
Skills
Component 3: Assighment 30

Component 1 and 2 marks are adjusted to allow the assignment to be worth 27%.
The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

The course is appropriate for a range of candidates, from those who wish to achieve a greater understanding of
the environment and their place in it, to those who wish to progress to more specialised training, further
education, or entry into a diverse range of occupations and careers.

Pupils choosing to study Higher Geography in S5, should have obtained a National 5 in Geography. If studying
Higher Geography in S6, students should have already gained a Higher in another Social Subject.

Options for progression:
e Advanced Higher Geography course
e Further study, employment and/or training
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National 5 Travel and Tourism (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The course consists of four units:

e Scotland
In this unit you will find out about holidaying in Scotland. You will be looking at the different scenic areas of our
country, find out what to do there and where to stay. You will gather information from the internet and be able
to describe a range of destinations and attractions, identify current trends in holidays and describe the impact of
tourism in Scotland.

e Customer Service
In this unit you will find out how to provide good customer service within travel and tourism jobs. You will find
how to deal with customer complaints. You will also investigate the importance of marketing and be able to
demonstrate how to market attractions and destinations. You will take part in role plays of various scenarios in
the travel and tourism industry.

e UKand Worldwide
In this unit you will find out about the world’s holiday hotspots. You will be looking at online brochures and
websites to gain a good working knowledge about the world’s most popular tourist destinations, such as the
Mediterranean countries, USA and Australia. You will also learn about other destinations within the U.K. Again,
you will find out about what to do, where to go, what to see, what to eat, and where to stay.

e Employability
In this unit you will develop employability skills — things employers look for in employees, such as good time
keeping and good personal appearance. You will also learn about jobs in the travel and tourism industry, such as
cabin crew and travel agents, and the skills you require to do these jobs.

Approaches to Assessment:

e This course is 100% internally assessed. There is no exam.
e All pupils need to complete outcomes for each unit, which forms the assessment for the course.

Who is this course for?

This course is ideal for students who gained a National 4 in a Social Subject in S4 or who gained a grade D at National
5in a Social Subject in S4.

It is also suitable for seniors who are not sitting five Highers and would like to learn something different and useful.

Options for progression:

The knowledge, skills and experience acquired by the learners will not only enable learners to prepare for
employment in the travel and tourism industry but will also develop transferable skills.
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History Course Information

Higher History (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:
The Higher History course if split into three sections:

USA 1918 to 1968

To begin, pupils study of the reasons for changing attitudes to immigration in the
USA after the Great War. Pupils then go on to study the issue of civil rights for SCAN ME
African Americans. They will learn about the reasons life was difficult for African
Americans before the Second World War before studying the growth and success of the Civil Rights Movement, led
by inspirational figures such as Martin Luther King.

Britian 1850 to 1950

Pupils study the reasons why women achieved greater political equality by 1928. They also look at the changing
attitudes to poverty by examining the Liberal Reforms of 1906 to 1914. Furthermore, pupils then examine the
success of the Labour Government after the Second World War in tackling the social problems facing Britian.

Migration and Empire 1830 to 1939

Pupils learn about the reasons that Scots migrated within their own country and further afield. They will also study
the impacts that Scots migrants had on countries such as Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India. Pupils will also
discover the experiences immigrants to Scotland had by looking at the lives of Jewish, Italian, Irish, and Lithuanian
arrivals.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 3 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 1
British, European and World 44 1 hour and 30 minutes
History
Comp-)onerlt 2: Question Paper 2 36 1 hour and 30 minutes
Scottish History
Component 3: Assignment 30 1 hour and 30 minutes

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?
The course is appropriate for a range of candidates including those who wish to develop an understanding of
history and those who are seeking to progress and specialise in further historical study.

Students choosing to study Higher History in S5, should have obtained a National 5 in History.
If studying Higher History in S6, students should have already gained a Higher in another Social Subject.

Options for progression:
e Advanced Higher History course
e Further study, employment and/or training




PUBLIC

Modern Studies Course Information

Higher Modern Studies (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell
Course Content:

Pupils develop the following skills:
e Analysing and evaluating complex political, socio-economic and international
issues
e Using source evidence to come to conclusions, supporting/opposing SCAN ME
statements and evaluating the reliability of sources
e Researching a relevant Modern Studies issue and producing a report with
evidence-based recommendations on the best course of action

Three main topics covered:
e Democracy in the UK
e Social Issue: Crime and the Law in the UK
e World Issue: Underdevelopment in Africa

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 3 components:

Component Marks Duration
Comprnent L 52 1 hour and 45 minutes
Question Paper 1
Comprnent 2 28 1 hour and 15 minutes
Question Paper 2
CorTlponent 3 30 1 hour and 30 minutes
Assignment

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

The course is appropriate for a range of candidates, from those who wish to achieve an understanding of
contemporary society and their place in it, to candidates who wish to progress to more specialised training, further
education or employment.

Students choosing to study Higher Modern Studies in S5, should have obtained a National 5 in Modern Studies.

If studying Higher Modern Studies in S6, students should have already gained a Higher in another Social Subject.

Options for progression:
e Advanced Higher Modern Studies course
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Higher Psychology (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Level 6 NPA Psychology (SCQF Level 6)
Course Content:

Why do people feel the need to follow others? Why do some people resist social
pressure? Why do we sleep and dream? How do sleep disorders affect us? How do
we remember? Why do witnesses to the same event sometimes remember it SCAN ME
differently?

These are just some of the questions the Higher Psychology course investigates.

The Higher Psychology course consists of the following components:

Unit 1- Individual behaviour

Students analyse individual behaviour through the topics of sleep and dreams and memory and investigate how
these topics can be explained using psychological theories and research evidence. Students evaluate and apply
theories to show an understanding of individual human behaviour.

Unit 2- Social behaviour

Students analyse how interaction with others shapes social behaviour, through the topics of conformity and
obedience and aggression and investigate psychological explanations for social behaviour. Students will use
research evidence to analyse how the thoughts, feelings and behaviours of individuals are influenced by their
social environment. Students apply psychological knowledge and understanding to explain examples of everyday
social behaviour.

Approaches to Assessment - Higher

The Higher Psychology course has two assessment components:

Question paper/exam - 60 marks (67% of final grade), 2 hours long.

Assignment - 40 marks (33% of final grade). Students will carry out a research project on an area of the Higher
course. This project will take into account the ethical guidelines of the British Psychological Society. They will apply
the research process learned in class to this project and evaluate their findings, before producing a report.

Approaches to Assessment - NPA Level 6
Students will be continually assessed throughout the course.

Who is this course for?

The course is suitable to anyone who is interested in learning more about the human mind and why we behave the
way we do. Those thinking about careers in education, childcare, medicine, nursing, law or of course, psychology,
will find this course useful.

Entry requirements:
e For Higher- A pass at Higher English, preferably a B or above
e |f you do not meet this requirement, you will be on the NPA pathway

Options for progression:
e Other qualifications in psychology, social studies, social sciences, or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Scottish Studies Award Level 5 (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The Scottish Studies Award provides opportunities for learners to develop their knowledge and understanding of
Scotland - its people, languages (such as Scots and Gaelic), society, culture, natural environment and heritage - and
to make connections across the curriculum.

The Award may interest learners living and studying in Scotland, as it provides opportunities to broaden their
understanding and appreciation of the society in which they live. This, in turn, may provide opportunities for learners
to reflect on, and build, their own sense of identity as residents of Scotland and the wider world.

The course consists of four units, all within a Scottish context:
e All candidates will complete a unit called Scotland in Focus
e Additional units will be completed from within History, Geography, Modern Studies and Travel & Tourism —
all with a Scottish underlying theme.

Approaches to Assessment:
e This course is 100% internally assessed. There is no exam.
e All pupils need to complete outcomes for each unit, which forms the assessment for the course.

Who is this course for?

This course is ideal for students who gained a National 4 in a Social Subject in S4 or who gained a grade D at National
5 in a Social Subject in S4.

It is also suitable for seniors who are not sitting five Highers and would like to learn something different and useful.

Options for progression:

This Award or its Units may provide progression to:

e Avariety of Courses, Awards or Units at SCQF level 6, depending on the specific subject areas studied as part of
this Award

e Other Awards, Courses or Units at SCQF level 5

It may also provide a good foundation for progression to training or employment in a variety of sectors including
financial services, care, tourism, hospitality and the creative, cultural and heritage industries.
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Design & Manufacture Course Information

National 5 Design & Manufacture (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell
Course Content:

This course provides a broad practical introduction to design, materials and
manufacturing processes. It provides opportunities for pupils to gain skills in both
designing and in communicating design proposals. It allows pupils to explore the
properties and uses of materials and to make models and finished products.

The course allows students to engage with technologies and to consider the impact SCAN ME
that design and manufacturing technologies have on our environment and society.
It allows them to consider how technologies have impacted on the world of the designer and on manufacturing.

The aims of the courses are to enable pupils to develop:

e skills in the design and manufacturing of models, prototypes and products

e knowledge and understanding of the manufacturing processes and materials

e an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our environment and society

Units to be completed are:
e Design and Manufacture: Design
e Design and Manufacture: Materials and Manufacturing

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components set by the SQA:

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 80 1 hour and 45 minutes
Design 55
Assignment
Practical 45

The Design part of the assignment is externally marked by SQA. The Manufacturing part is internally marked by
staff, but externally verified by SQA. The assignment draws on the pupil’s range of design knowledge and skills,
knowledge of materials and manufacturing and application of practical skills in order to produce an effective
overall to the assignment brief. The response to the brief includes a design folio and a completed manufactured
product.

Options for progression:
Higher Design & Manufacture




PUBLIC

Higher Design and Manufacture (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The Higher Design & Manufacture course focuses on the development of knowledge
and skills which are needed to appreciate design and manufacturing industries and s
to contribute and adapt to the opportunities they offer. Knowledge of design and L
commercial manufacture is developed together with the creative and practical skills SCAN ME
required to design solutions to real problems.

This course provides opportunities for learners to develop the skills and knowledge associated with design and
manufacturing. Learners study the lifecycle of products from the inception through design, manufacture and use,
including their disposal and/or re-use. It helps learners to appreciate the impact commercial manufacture has on
design and the need for balance and compromise when developing successful commercial products.

This course is suitable for learners attracted by the creative and practical activities required to design and
manufacture commercial products. It allows learners to be innovative and resourceful when exploring and
resolving problems. The course provides a foundation for those considering a further study or a career in design,
manufacturing, engineering, science, marketing and related disciplines.

The course comprises 2 areas of study:

Design: Learners study the design process from brief to design proposal. This helps them develop skills in initiating,
developing, articulating, and communicating design proposals. Learners explore and refine design proposals using
the design/make/test process and by applying knowledge of materials, processes and design factors to reach a
viable solution. This helps them to develop an understanding of the iterative nature of the design process.
Learners also develop an understanding of the factors that influence the design, marketing and use of commercial
products.

Manufacture: Learners study the manufacture of commercial products. They develop knowledge of materials,
manufacturing and production processes and strengthen their understanding of how these influence the design of
products. This provides learners with the knowledge and understanding required to develop a viable design
proposal for a commercial product and to plan its production.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components set by the SQA:

Component Marks | Duration Information

The question paper is set and marked by SQA and completed
under exam conditions during the SQA exam period.

1 hour The question paper assesses knowledge and understanding in
Question Paper 80 and 45 .q p P 8 . . &
minutes design, materials and manufacture, and impact of design and

manufacturing technologies on society, the environment and the
world of work.

The assignment is set by SQA and assesses the ability of learners to
apply design skills to develop a proposal according to a set brief.
Design 55 The Design part of the assignment is externally marked by SQA.
The Manufacturing part is internally marked by staff, but externally

) verified by SQA. The assignment draws on the pupil’s range of
Assignment

design knowledge and skills, knowledge of materials and
manufacturing and application of practical skills in order to

Practical 45 produce an effective overall to the assignment brief. The response
to the brief includes a design folio and a completed manufactured
product.

Who is this course for?

This course is suitable for learners attracted by the creative and practical activities required to design and
manufacture commercial products. It allows learners to be innovative and resourceful when exploring and
resolving problems. The course provides a foundation for those considering a further study or a career in design,
manufacturing, engineering, science, marketing and related disciplines.

e Pupils who have achieved National 5 Design and Manufacture

e Pupils who have achieved National 5 Graphic Communication
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Graphic Communication Course Information

National 5 Graphic Communication (SCQF Level 5) National 5 in a Nutshell

Course Content:

Graphic Communication introduces pupils to the diverse and ever-increasing variety
of presentation methods employed in graphic communication. The courses provide
opportunities for pupils to gain skills in reading, interpreting and creating graphic
communications. Pupils will initiate, develop and communicate ideas graphically.
They will develop spatial awareness and visual literacy. It combines elements of SCAN ME
creativity and communicating for visual impact with elements of protocol and an
appreciation of the importance of graphic communication standards, where these are appropriate.

The aims of the course are to enable pupils to:

e develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, materials and software.

e extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards and protocols, where
these apply.

e develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and
society.

Pupils will complete the following units:
e 2D Graphic Communication
e 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication

Approaches to Assessment:
The course assessment has 2 components set by the SQA:

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 80 2 hours
Assignment 40 8 hours

It requires pupils to demonstrate aspects of challenge and application in a practical context in response to a brief.
Evidence will take the form of a graphic communication folio. Pupils must also complete a Question Paper during
the SQA exam diet in May. This is externally marked by SQA. The marks for the Assignment and Question Paper

are combined and graded A-D.

Options for progression:
Higher Graphic Communication
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Higher Graphic Communication (SCQF Level 6) Higher in a Nutshell

Course Content:

The course develops skills in two main areas — 2D, and 3D and pictorial graphic
communication. Candidates apply these skills to produce graphics with visual impact
that communicate information effectively.

SCAN ME

2D graphic communication

Candidates develop creativity and presentation skills within a 2D graphic
communication context. They initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas
graphically, using 2D graphic techniques. Candidates develop skills and attributes including spatial awareness,
visual literacy, and the ability to interpret given drawings, diagrams and other graphics. They evaluate the
effectiveness of their own and given graphic communications to meet their purpose.

3D and pictorial graphic communication

Candidates develop creativity and presentation skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic communication context.
They initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas graphically, using 3D and pictorial graphic techniques.
Candidates develop a number of skills and attributes including spatial awareness, visual literacy, and the ability to
interpret given drawings, diagrams and other graphics. They evaluate the effectiveness of their own and given
graphic communications to meet their purpose.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 90 2 hours and 30 minutes

Component 2:

Assignment >0 8 hours

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Graphic Communication course.

The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in both digital and paper-based graphic communication. It is
largely candidate-centred and includes practical and experiential learning opportunities, so there is broad scope
for personalisation and choice.

Options for progression:
e Other SQA qualifications in graphic communication or related areas
e Further study, employment and/or training
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Advanced Higher Graphic Communication (SCQF Level 6)
Course Content:
Candidates develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of key graphic communication concepts and

processes. They also develop an awareness of the impact of graphic communication on society and the
environment.

The course has two areas of study — technical graphics, and commercial and visual media graphics.

Technical graphics

Candidates develop creativity and evaluation skills in technical graphics through manual and electronic-based
communication activities. They explore the purpose, application and audience requirements of technical graphics
and apply graphic communication skills, knowledge and understanding to plan, produce and evaluate technical
graphic techniques and technologies. They also explore the use of detailed 2D and 3D graphics in modelling,
graphic visualisation and technical/mechanical animation.

Commercial and visual media graphics

Candidates develop skills and techniques to create effective commercial and visual media graphic communications
and explore their application in publishing and promotion. Graphic design work is iterative. Candidates review,
evaluate, amend and present.

Approaches to Assessment:
The course has 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1:

Question Paper 90 2 hours and 30 minutes

Component 2:

. a0 No time limit
Project

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.

Who is this course for?

The course is sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all candidates with an interest in this area. However, it is
particularly designed for those considering further study or a career in graphic design, computer-aided design and
draughting, publishing, marketing and electronic and moving graphic media-related disciplines.

Candidates should have achieved the Higher Graphic Communication course.

Options for progression:
e A range of graphic-related Higher National Diplomas (HNDs)
e Degrees in graphic design and related disciplines

e Careers in graphic design, engineering, architecture, digital media, creative arts, interior design, marketing,
landscape architecture and design

e Further study, employment and/or training
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Level 5 NPA Furniture Making (SCQF Level 5)

Course Content:

The NPA in Furniture is aimed at those who want to explore their interest in Furniture Making, increase their
understanding and develop their practical and theoretical skills in Furniture Making. It introduces learners to
techniques that are important in the furniture making sector, develop knowledge and understanding of planning
and organising, workshop practice skills, timber framing and carcase making.

The general aims of the course are:

e to provide learners with skills and knowledge of the furniture industry so that they can consider the area for
employment or future study

e to develop a critical thinking capacity and reflective evaluative process within furniture manufacture

e to develop learners’ creative processes and visual language

e to develop learners’ employability skills for furniture manufacture

The course requires completion of 4 units (3 mandatory and one optional):

Unit One: Workshop Practice

Unit 2: Timber Frame

Unit 3: Carcase Making

Unit 4 (optional unit)

Choose from:

e Furniture Polishing: An Introduction
e Furniture Veneering: An Introduction
e Furniture Drawing: An Introduction

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding for the Course

The following provides a broad overview of the subject skills, knowledge and understanding developed in the

course:

e it provides skills, knowledge and capabilities needed for employment

e it consists of Units which are practical

e it provides an opportunity for learners to develop the Core Skills of Communication, Numeracy, ICT, Problem
Solving and Working with Others

Approaches to Assessment:
All Units are internally assessed on an individual Unit basis or by using other approaches which combine the
assessment for more than one Unit.

They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis, marked by schools and SQA provide rigorous external quality assurance
to ensure assessment judgements are consistent and meet national standards.

Who is this course for?
Pupils who have achieved National 4/5 Woodwork
Pupils who have achieved National 4/5 Design and Manufacture




