
S4 Parent/Carer 
Raising Attainment 

Information Evening





The Team

Clyde Dee Forth Kelvin

Mrs Keenan Mrs Birnie Mr Malcolm Mr McKechnie

Mr Paton - Year Head

Mr Milligan - School Lead for Raising Attainment

Pupil Support Principal Teachers



• starts with the basics
• consistent expectation of high standards
• achievements and attainment



• When times are tough
• Mistakes
• Relationships
• Support available



S3 Experience

• S3 was the first year of a 2-year course.
• Ongoing assessments completed where appropriate.
• S3 Practice Assessments in May and June.
• Staff feedback throughout the session.



In S4…

• Pupils are now in the Senior Phase of their education.
• Increased focus in classes on what is ahead of them this 

session.
• All S4 pupils receive universal support from the school.
• When concerns are identified, targeted support is also 

planned and put in place for pupils.



In S4…

• Ongoing assessment continues, and there will be Prelim 
assessments in December.

• There is tracking of progress by the school and Progress 
Evenings for families.

• At the end of the day, S4 pupils will be able to stay in 
school to have somewhere to work and they can access ICT.



In S4…

• Some pupils are attending college courses on a Friday and 
some pupils are making use of what we are calling their 
‘flex’ period.

• Intended to increase engagement in college programme 
and to reduce withdrawal from the programme

• Increase attainment in S4 through access to additional 
qualifications



Flex Period – College Options
• Construction (L4)
• Grounds Work (L4)
• Creative Beauty with Hairstyling (L4)
• Car Mechanics (L3)
• Engineering Units (L4/5)
• Professional Cookery (L3/4)
• Plumbing (L4)
• Childcare (L4)



Flex Period – In School Options
• National 5 Apps Maths
• National 5 PE
• Level 5 Team Sports Award
• National 5 Sport & Recreation
• Level 5 NPA Business & IT
• Level 5 Morality & Beliefs (RMPS)



Key Dates For S4…
• Thursday October 8th – Initial Tacking for S4
• Thursday November 4th – S4 Progress Evening 1
• Tuesday November 24th – Annual Careers Event
• Tuesday December 1st – Prelim Assessments begin
• early January – staff make presentation recommendations
• Tuesday January 19th – Prelim Results Tracking
• Thursday January 21st – S4 Progress Evening 2
• Monday April 26th – Qualifications Scotland exams begin. 
 Timetable will be published next week.
• Tuesday August 10th – Results Day!



Coursework

• For almost all subjects, the final grade a pupil receives is 
not just dependant on how they perform in the exam.

• Coursework, work done by the pupils during S4 that is 
submitted to their teachers, also contributes to their final 
grade.



Coursework

• The National 5 Physics Assignment counts for 20% of the 
final grade

•  The Portfolio in National 5 English makes up 30% of the 
grade awarded.

• The marks for two Portfolios in National 5 Art and Design 
are 80% of the grade the pupils receive. 



Coursework

• An overview of the schedule for completing coursework 
for each subject is being produced and will be shared.

• This schedule will also indicate when key assessments are 
being done.



Homework

A homework guidance document will be issued indicating:

• types of homework
• frequency and duration
• information for pupils – and their families
• how they will receive feedback
• how it is assessed



How to help at home…

• Have your own login to Satchel1, and check in on what is 
on the ‘To Do list…





How to help at home…

• Anyone who would like a login for Satchel1 can leave their 
name at the end and we’ll get it to you.

• Agree a schedule for ongoing study throughout the 
session – and review it as the year goes on.



How to help at home…
• Online resources…











On the use of mobile phones / technology…

• The school has a mobile phone policy.
• If pupils are using their phones / technology for revision…
• Make sure notifications are switched off.
• Pupils need to engage with what they are looking at, so 

they should be taking notes, creating mind maps, trying 
questions, …



At the end of S4…

• Pupils can leave school at the end of S4 if they turn 16 
before September 30th.

• We have support in school to help pupils with planning for 
what comes after school…
• Zoe
• Skills Development Scotland Adviser
• INVEST adviser



In S5

• Pupils will have to choose five options.
• The options form will indicate what we believe each pupil 

should be considering.



In S5

• First Aid Level 6 (suite of Level 6 courses)
• Practical Cookery National 5
• Health and Food Technology Higher
• Social Services Level 6
• Level 6 Statistics
• West College and City of Glasgow College programmes



About attendance…





And finally…

• Contact your Pupil Support Teacher if you have any 
concerns or questions.

Clyde Dee Forth Kelvin

Mrs Keenan Mrs Birnie Mr Malcolm Mr McKechnie
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